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Our feſt intent was to give only the manual exerciſe, 
with the explanations z and an introduction, contain- 
ing a ſhort hiſtory of exerciſe, and our reaſons for the 
alterations which we had made: we afterwards en- 
larged our plan, thinking- it would be of no ſmall 
uſe to our Officers, to give them ſome directions as to 
. 
ing, and e companies; to 
— plan for the exerciſe of the whole battalion in 
Whitſun-wWeek. This led us into a much greater de- 
tail than we were at firſt aware of ; and the work was- 
only ſketched out, and ſcarcely dead coloured, when: 
we loſt the firſt promoter, and I may ſay the life and 
ſoul of our undertaking ; who was called abroad, to 
prove the reality of his truly noble and patriot ſpirit, i in- 
a diſtant and dangerous ſervice. The —— of finiſh- 
ing and publiſhing this work, devolved chiefly on me; 
but my own very infirm ſtate of health, and our con- 
tinual avocations in attending the exerciſe of the com- 
panies of militia, joined 1 * and | 
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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


ble impediments from the preſs; rendered it impoſſible 
for us get it ready for publication ſo ſoon as we in- 
tended: And our being immediately after the Whit- 
ſun-week exerciſe was over, ordered out into actual 
ſervice, has been an invincible obſtacle to our com- 
pleating the third part, relating to the exerciſe of the 
whole battalion, the firings, evolutions, Sc. in the 
manner we could have wiſhed. For this reaſon we 
have choſen to poſtpone it for the preſent, and give 


only the two firſt — 4 which having by experience 


found to be uſeful, we may venture to recommend, 
to the militia officers of ſuch counties, as chuſe 
to adopt our plan of exerciſe and diſcipline : though 
we propoſe publiſhing the third part alſo, with all 
convenient ſpeed : and we hope that the experience 
which we ſhall gain by having our men together, and 
by exerciſing almoſt daily in battalion, will enable us 
to correct, and make it much more perfect than we 
at firſt were capable of doing; eſpecially as we have 
at preſent, the advantage of frequent opportunities 


of ſeeing two regiments “, juſtly celebrated for the ex- 


cellency and exactneſs of their diſcipline; whoſe officers 
vith the moſt open and engaging politeneſs imaginable, 


are always ready to communicate to us, whatever in- 


formation we are deſirous of having; and to aſſiſt us 


with their advice and inſtruction. 


Tube 67th, and 72d. 


[Tillſea Barracks FH wh 
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DEDICATION 


Riour ar the 


Earl of SHAFTESBURY, 


AN 


The other NoßgLR Lozps, 


Who have exerted themſelves in their re; 
ſpective Counties, as Lozxp-Lizurs- 
NANTS, in the Execution of the Me: 
Lrria ACT. | | 


My Lox, : 


OUR Lordſhip and the aber Ane tene pers 


dreſſed, will, I flatter myſelf, find no l 
in its claiming your conſideration, and piring to 
your patronage. The work (ſuch as it is) ſprings 
from the zeal of ſome friends to 'a national mie 
in che county of Norfolk, who confiding in the irre- 
fiſtible of the 'meaſure, and the general 
ſentiments of that independent county, have been 
inſtrumental in g it into execution, 
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of particular men could ſuggeſt, or the violence and 
artifice of their agents could practiſe againſt it. As 
nothing could more effectualſy promote the ſucceſs 
of this meafure in general, than a communication 


between the ſeveral counties; whereby each will ſee 


what has been done in the other, and judge what 
is worth adopting; my worthy friend, the author 
of this little work, has charged me with the manner 
of introducing it to your Lordſhips, knowing that 
I have the honour of being acquainteed with many 
of you ; and I embrace, with pleaſure, the opportu- 
nity which it affords me, of thus publickly acknow- 
ledging my Juſt and grateful veneration, as an Eng- 
liſhman, for the truly noble and patriot part, which 
your Lordſhips have acted upon this occaſion : re- 
calling ſo fully to our minds the antient ſpirit, in- 
dependence, and ſplendor of our Britiſh nobility. 
However ſhamefully backward a part of this 
kingdom ſtill appears, in reſolving whether it. will 
owe its preſervation to itſelf, or delegate a circum 


- ſtance of ſo much happineſs and honour to fortui- 


tous and inadequate- reſources; yet, my Lords, the 


Progreſs which the militia has made in theſe coun- 
ties, where your Lordſhips perſonal dignity and fa- 


mily influence attended it, no longer leaves the moſt 
prejudiced caviller an opportunity of denying its 
practicability as to the civil part of the bill; the 
common people having ſeen their error, and the 
views of their laſt year's inſtructors; and the meet- 
ings for the ballot being now attended with volun- 
teers inſtead of rioters. Our military ſceptics now 
direct their whole tirallerie againſt che military part 
of the act; to obviate, therefore, the objections on 
this ſide, a worth tleman of Norfolk, | 
no regular bred ſoldier, nor the offspring of the 
parade, has endeavoured to prove, how-eavily. an 

healthy 


— nd 


y Z 
lh. mx, 
. r 5 
” 3 „ 4. * * a 


+ 8 
. 


DEDICATION. 


healthy robuſt countryman, or a reſolute mechanic, 
may be taught the uſe of arms; and how very at- 


tainable that degree of military knowledge is, which 


will enable a country gentleman to command a pla- 
toon: conſequently that, under proper encourage · 


ment, it is very poſſible for this kingdem (the con- 


ſtant rival of the moſt powerful nation in the world, 
and engaged often for its own ſake to defend the H 
berties of others) to eftabliſh ſo numerous and per- 
manent a force, — —— IX. times to act 
with ſuperiority without its own 
ſafety or liberties at home. Such ws 85 may 
be the con of inſtructing, to a certain de- 
gree, the body of the nation in the uſe of arms; 
tor if the common ous be made only half ſoldiers, 
and the (gentlemen wo a certain degree of applica- 
tion become only 
tiplication — the number of militia, as well as 
the rotation preſcribed by the act, and that further 
additional diſcipline which would reſult, from the 
militia's being put iato actual ſervice, previous to an 
invaſion; this country will have a better ſecurity 
-againſt the calamities of war, than any other in the 
world, Switzerland alone excepted : which, as your 
Lordſhips well know, though ſituated in the midſt 
of all the ambitious — powers in Eu 
is the only one which maintains its territorities 
and undiſturbed. How aſtoniſhing is it then, my 
Lords, that notwithſtanding hiſtory, the experience 


of our own times, and the preſent ſhocking ſcene 


in Europe, inconteſtably prove, that, if numbers with- 
out celine avail but "of 9 wee, without 
great ority in point of num and great in- 

ly ineffectual for 


terior reſources of 
the ion of —— — 222 I ſay, 
2 — js it, that there ſhould 
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DEDICATION. 
be men, whoſe rank and knowledge ſhould put then 
above ſuch prejudices; who maintain that, in a na- 
tion circumſtanced like this, a militia is dangerous; 
fometimes that it is impracticable. Even of your 
Lordſhips order, ſome who once raiſed a body of 


men not totally unlike a militia, are now become ſo 


very military, as to affect to deſpiſe it; imaginingy 
perhaps, that the ſafety of Britain would again, under 
ſuch dreadful circumſtances, be better truſted to 
troops of their dependents, raiſed on a ſudden 
than to that general effort, which it is but reaſonable 
to expect from the whole nation, when armed in its 
own defence : a reſource, which has been ever found 
to anſwer, even in nations far inferior to the Britiſh 
in natural courage. But, my Lords, if thoſe who - 
remember the diſgrace and diſtraction of the year 
1745, have not yet learned to wiſh for ſome farther 
ſecurity at home, at a time when we muſt ſend forth 


the greateſt part of our armies for the protection of 


our colonies, or the ſupport of our allies; I will not 
flatter myſelf, that 1 ſhall be able to prevail with 
them. Nor can I expect better ſucceſs, from ad- 
dreſſing thoſe who have drawn no inſtructions of this 
kind from the events of the year 1736; little infe- 
rior to the former in terror and diſgrace, though - 


ariſing from a different cauſe : for then, our whole 
ſorce being detained at home through real or ima- _ 
cined danger, our enemies had nearly over- run all 


our colonies; Minorca fell, Great- Britain imported 
a foreign army for her protection, and her flag and 
character ſunk into the loweſt contempt. What 
was the juſtification made uſe of in thoſe days? Was 
it not our defenceleſs ſtate at home? Let me a 


has care been taken to provide for that defect, ſnould 
the events of war (which no man can command) 


bring back chat ſcene ? or is our preſent ſecurity, in the 


midſt 
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midſt of our ſucceſs, owing to any thing, but the 
vigorous meaſures (unknown in thuſe days I have 
mentioned) reſulting from the ſingular intrepidity of 
an eminent individual ? The utilicy of a general mi- 
litia, with reſpect to every operation, is ſelf-evident; 

Would you make a diverſion on the coaſt of Franca, 
or a real impreſſion? If the former, make two, 
with ten thouſand men each, you will ſcarcely meer 
an enemy in both places. If you mean a real im- 
preſſion, ſecond your firſt by ſending ten thouſand 
men more, and you will not be obliged to retire 
with precipitation in a few days to your ſhips. In 
either caſe, their grand army. is more likely to 
detach, or, not detaching, muſt-- abandon their 
country to your ſuperiority. If we would ſupport 
Prince Ferdinand, as the means of bringing the war | 
to a ſhort iſſue; who, in that caſe, had not rather 8 
ſee him at the head of an offenſive, than a defen- 
ſive force? This, as well as every other operation, 
will receive ſtrength and activity by the eſtabliſhment 
of that meaſure which renders us ſafe at home: And 
upon the reduction of our regular forces, in con- 
ſequence of a peace; a militia is the only eſtabliſh- 
ment, which can procure to us an ability of do- 
ing ourſelves juſtice ar firſt, upon a recommence- 
ment of hoſtilities; inſtead of being inſulted for 
three years whilſt we are getting ready ior war. 
The advantages of this ſituation are too numerous, 
for me now to attempt to illuſtrate :- I haye already 
digreſſed too far, and ſhall only recur to that part . 
of my ſubject, from which, for your Lordſhips ſake, 
I wiſh I had not deviated. oo 4 ot 
It will be r, my Lords, that I ſhovld aſſure 
you, that I 1 44 ſeen this ſhort and eaſy exerciſe 


taught and executed with the greateſt ſucceſs. I have, 
myſelf, made-a gentleman perfectly maſter. of it ian 
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DE DICAT ION. 
two or three mornings, ſo as to perform it with 
grace and ſpirit. Our militia men learn it in ſe- 
ven or eight days, ſome of them in leſs time. Were 
I to enter into any deſcription of it, I ſhould anti- 
cipate the following ſheets z but it is incumbent 
upon me to declare, that I have a very ſmall ſhare 
in the compoſition ; the chief part of it being the 
reſult. of a very active mind, and military turn in 
my worthy friend; which proves how deep a man 
vf parts may penetrate into any ſcience, without 
having firſt gone through the regular degrees, ſo 
often eſteemed by pedants the eſſential parts of a 
man's education. My friend is much leſs indebt- 
ed to me than to our 5 Mr. — z 
who, being eſteemed a very one in the army, 
is rien which I beg leave to avail myſelf of, 
with ſcrupulous men of his profeſſion, in favour of 
the work. It is impoſſible for me to me to con- 
clude this dedication to your Lordſhips (the firſt, 
indeed, I ever wrote) without acknowledging that 
aſſiſtance, which the militia has in general received 
from the gentlemen in the army; not only from the 
patronage of two very worthy Lords of high * 
both as to their civil and military ſtations : (one 
which appeared the firſt among its advocates in the 
houſe of commons, the other in the houſe of peers ;) 
but from the harmony and good-will, with which 
the military gentlemen have co-aperated with the 
militia, in ſeveral counties. I wiſh their example 
had been more generally imitated. - The quarter 
From which the aifficulties to the militia ariſe, is but 
too manifeſt : had half the zeal been ſhewn in ma- 
ny counties for carrying it into execution, which is 
exerted in an election, its ſucceſs had not now been 
limited to twelve or fifteen counties only. However, 
my Lords, under all tlie diſcouragements which this 
| national 
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DEDICATION; - vit 
national act has met with, through. ſlights, delays, 
and evaGons, on the parts of thoſe, whoſe duty it 
was to execute this law, with that zeal which be- 
comes every good and faithful magiſtrate ; it muſt, 
nevertheleſs, derive too much ſtrength from your 
Lordſhips countenance and authority, to fail at laſt : + 
on the contrary, as we ſee it walks alone, having 
'from the goodneſs of its. conſtitution ſurvived 
much unnatural treatment; to the joy of every 
good Engliſhman, and not a little, I believe, to the 
aſtoniſhment of ſome of its good nurſes and guar- 
dians; we may now venture to flatter ourſelves it 
will live to full maturity, and become a moſt uſe- 
ful part of the conſtitution. That this may be the 
event, and that your -Lordſhips may all of you 
long enjoy every blefling, which honeſt and emi- 
nent members of a community deſerve, is the ſin- 
cere wiſh of one who has the honour to be, with the 


moſt perfect reſpect and eſtrem, a 
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A LORDS, 


e Lordfhipe moſt obedie and | 


faithful bumble Servant, | 


GEO. TOWNSHEND. | 
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H E title of an exerciſe compoſed for the 
militia of the county of Norfolk, muſt, 
no doubt, appear extraordinary to a 
| many, who wil naturally aſk, why the 
militia ſhould not learn and practiſe the ſame exer- 
ciſe with that which is at preſent in uſe among the 
regular forces? 
We have, therefore, thought it neceſſary to 

fix to this little work an introduction, in which we 
ſhall give a ſhort hiſtory of the origin and pro- 
greſs of that part of the art military, which is more 
partigularly termed. exerciſe j endeavour to ſhew the 
utility of it, and the principles on which it is 
founded; and point out in what the defects or 
excellencies of any exerciſe conſiſt ; and, in the notes 
which we- ſhall add to the lanations of the ſe- 
veral words of command in the Manual Exerciſe, 
we ſhall explain the particular uſes * them; and 
ſhew in what manner, and for aſons, we 
have varied ffom, and altered War ich is now 
practiſed by the regular forces. 


To 
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INTRODUCTION. 


To do this completely, and to enter into al! 


the details and nice diſquiſitions that the fubje& 
admits of, would be a moſt curious and uſeful 
work ; requiring great abilities, an extenſive read- 
ing, and a thorough knowledge, not only of hif- 
tory both ancient and modern, but likewiſe of all 
the authors who have wrote on military affairs. The 
limits of our preface will confine us to a few gene- 
ral hints and curfory remarks ; however, that our 
military readers (if any ſuch ſhould do us the ho- 
nour to' peruſe our work)- may ſee, that we have 


not been deficient in conſulting the beſt authorities, 


for the facts that we advance, and the principles 
which we eſtabliſh, we ſhall, in the margin of each 
page, refer to authors of the greateſt repute on 


-military affairs; by whofe opinions we have 


been 


ided, and whoſe ſentiments we have a- 
Polk .y | * 5 


Romans carried the art of war to“ a greater degree 
of perfection than any other people in their days; and 
indeed the beſt judges ſeem to be agreed, that they 
have ſcarcely been equalled by any of the moderns. 
By what appears from the authors who have treated 
of their diſcipline, we cannot find that they had what 
we call a Manual Exerciſe. The Grecian order of 
the phalanx, whoſe whole ſtrength conſiſted in be- 
ing cloſely united and in perfect order, required that 
they ſhould be ſtrictly exact in their marching and 
evolutions; and th ints were-what they chiefly 
attended to, and practiſed in their exerciſe : . as ma 


it is univerſally allowed, that the Greeks and the 


1X 


be ſeen in lian, who has alſo given us their as Elian, chap, 


of command; from which it appears, that the cloſ- li. 


ing, opening, and doubling their ranks and files, 
rogether with the different facings and wheelings, 
and the various methods of changing their front 

PART I. B by 


* 


| Vegetius,lib. i. The exerciſe of the Roman ſoldiers, collectively, 


; chap. ix. ibid. ſkill and dexterity in the throwing of the pilum or 


1 INTRODUCTION, 
FFI by counter marches, conſtituted almoſt. the whole 
of it (1.). | 


chap. xlvii.ib.ſeems to have chiefly conſiſted in practiſing the evo- 
lib. i. chap. ix. jutions of the legion; and in marching 20,000, or 
_ 14 1. ſometimes 24,000 geometrical paces in five hours, for 
p that was their military pace: (2.) this they performed, 
loaded with their armour, weapons, and Other military 
implements, which all together made up a very heavy 

burthen; and at the ſame time kept their ranks. 

They' exerciſed themſelves ſeparately, in n 
jumping, and ſwimming over rivers completely armed; 

Vegetius, lib. j. and: above all, endeavoured to acquire the greateſt 


lib. iii. chap. javelin, and in the uſe of the ſword and ſhield. For 
© e —* "theſe purpoſes they had maſters, called Campi Doc - 

1852 tores; whoſe buſineſs it was to teach the youth and 
the new-raiſed ſoldiers; and the Campus Martius 


— 


(1.) Marechal Saxe in his Reyeries, Chap. i. Art. vi, has ſome 
very ingenious conjectures and obſervations on the manner of 
marching of the ancients ; whom he ſuppoſes to have marched in 

exact time and cadence, to the ſound of their muſical inſtruments: 
and gives good reaſons for the excellency of that method; which 
is (he ſays) practiſed at preſent by the Pruſſians. He was no ſcho- 
lar; which has led him into a groſs miſtake about the meaning of 
the word Tacticks; but he mighs have ſupported his opinion, with 
regard to their marching in cadence, by many paſſages of the 
angients ; particularly the b Faves of Thucydides, in the 
account of the battle between the Lacedemonians and Argives, 
book v. After this the fight began, the Argives and their allies 
« moving on with violence and fury; but the Lacedemonians de- 
« liberately, and to the - ſound of ſeveral pipers, who were ap- 
on —— by law; not on account of any religious ceremony, 
«« but that the ſoldiers, marching together, might make their at- 
« tack uniformly, and not break their ranks.” Whoever has a 
mind to form a more perfect idea of the diſcipline of the antients, 
may conſult Guiſchard, Memoites Militaires, printed in Holland in 
2 vols. 4to. 1758. | 


(2.) At the rate of four or five Engliſh miles in an hour. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
at Rome was ſet apart for ſuch exerciſes; where all 
the moſt eminent citizens, Whoſe age or infirmities 


did not diſable them from ſervice, took a pleaſure and 


pride, 'in gpblickly endeavouring to excel in theſe 
military peas ptr Beſides theſe exertiſes, 
they were inured to hardſhips and ſevere labour, by 
a continual practice of fortifying their camps, mak- 


ing roads, and carrying on, at the ſieges they under- ' 
took, ſuch — works, as appear to us almoſt ' 


incredible. By theſe methods, they formed excel- 
lent ſoldiers, who were robuſt, hardy, and perfectly 
well ſkilled in the uſe of their weapons but they 
do not ſeem to have had that uniformity and har- 
mony in it, which the moderns have eſtabliſhed. In- 


deed the lance, the pike, the ſword, and ſhield, and 


the other weapons that were uſed before th inven- 
tion of gunpowder, do nayrequire that preciſion 
and uniformity in the uſe of them, which fire-arms 


do; neither indeed do they admit of it; for, with 


theſe weapons, every thing mult chiefly depend on the 


valour, ſtrength, dexterity, and ſkill of the indi- 


viduals; and every man muſt exert himſelf in 


proportion to his natural and acquired abilities, 
which are very unequal in different men : whereas 


fire-arms have reduced mankind more to a level; and, - 


in fact, in the ancient hiſtories we read continually, 
of the brave actions and feats of arms, of particu- 
cular heroes, excelling in valour and ſtrength :- on 
the contrary,. in the modern hiſtories, private valour 
ſeldom, but by great chance, is remarked or record- 


ed; though we find frequent relations of whole bo- 


dies of men, which have ſignalized themſelves, and 
are there praiſed for their firmneſs and diſcipline. 


Big is: | After 


Hine inn 


6% 


M INTRODUCTION. , 
— Puyſegur art de After the downfall of the Roman Empire, w 
| laguerrepremi- muſt not expect to find5 amongſt the barbarous na- 
e tions that deſtroyed it, any great traces of military 
Icctill. In general it appears, that they bought with- 
Pere Daniel hiſ- gut much method or order; though they certainly 
mt ws mil. ere not unacquainted with the neceſſity Warn 
rancoiſe, vol. p A 
i. page 275. in a body, and acting together; and col quently 
they muſt have obſerved ſome ſort of diſtinction of 
Ibid. pag. 273. ranks and files; but they had not reduced their 
15 motions, and evolutions, to any regular or uniform 
method. Every individual exerciſed himſelf, in the 
uſe of ſuck weapons, as he was appointed to fight 
withal ; and we find that Ane er Se Trl 
their favourite one, in which they particularly ex- 
Procopius de celled. That of the Franks, or ancient French, 
bello Goth. was the hatchet ; which they uſed as a miſſile wea- 
lib. 11. chap. vou, throwing it in this ſame manner as the North- 
Fin dela mil. American Indians do theirs, which they call toma- 
Franc. vol. i. hawks. The Gaſcons and Genoeſe- were excellent 
pag. 1,4 croſsbow-men. ew rh ner, den ſignal victories, 
me B. Je, which they gained over the Auſtrians and Burgun- 
= tobe d, and the great reputation they were in ae 
iv. diers, to their ſtrength and ſkill in the uſe of the 
pike, halberd, and eſpadon or two- handed ſword. 
And the victories of Creſſy, Poictiers, and Azin- 
court, will occaſion the valour and {kill of the Eng- 
115 archers to be tranſmitted down with glory to 
the lateſt poſterity, Among the nobility and gen- 
try there was ſcarce any one that could read; they 
looked on letters as a diſparagement to men dedicat- ® 
ed to arms; but made the practice of their weapons, 
and all forts of martial exerciſes, their whole ſtudy, 
Hit. de la mil. and the only buſineſs. of their lives; and what they 
Franc. vol, i. eſteemed of all others the greateſt pleaſure and en- 
pag. 275, tertainment, were thoſe imitations of battles, the 
tilts and tournaments ; though often attended with 
| | fatal 
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fatal accidents and bloodſhed, However, for the Montluc Me- 
reaſons I have before mentioꝶed, there could be little go, L. be 
or no uniformity obſerved in their troops, but every g. Tag war 
man was left to dann en to his reſpective de Monſ 2 
"_ de Stromzi & du 


D. d' Albe edit. 
invention of gu totally changed the 4 klage, 


* — fighting, — conſequently the military 17 , kom. 5 
diſcipline of all Europe. The -Spaniards were the A 4. & tom. 
firſt who armed part of their Wor with muſkets 10. diſe. 39. 
and harquebuzes, and mixed them with the pikes: 

in this they were ſoon imitated by moſt other na- Certain difcour- 
tions; thougi the Engliſh had not intirely laid aſide ſes written by fir 
their favourite weapon the long · bow, and generally JobnSmith, Ke. 


taken to the uſe of fie ati during the reign. of agg, oy 


ag Wy” oo 


* queen Elizabeth. of divers ſorts of 
* The firſt muſkets were very heavy, and could weapons, ec. 
not be fired without a reſt; they had "matthlocks, — at Lon 
and barrels of a wide bore, at carried a large ball, 590. 
* a; and 


, 6 a. as 5 1 * £4 af ? 
—_ — 


nieleſs. — ng moſt writers allow (and ſome old officers that 


we have known, who remembered matchlocks . mil. 
apt to 


9295 
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and charge of powder, and did execution at a great 
Hiſt. de la mil. diſtance. The muſketggrs on a march carried only 
Franc. tom. 1. their reſts and ammunition, and had boys to bear 
p. 335, 336. their muſkets after them, for which they were allow- 
A brief dig ed great additional pay. They were very flow in 
courſe concern-loading, not only by reaſon of the unwieldineſs of 


ing the force | : 
— effect of all e | | | * the 
manual wea-— * 5 | 
* invention of this ſort is the wheelock, whick we find mentioned 
wick, Soldier. in Luigi Collados's treatiſe of Artillery, printed at Venice 1586, 
Capt. et encor a8 then lately invented in Germany. This ſort of lock was uſed 
plus oultre, till within theſe hundred years, eſpecially for piſtuls, and carbines. 
printed-at Lon- It was compoſed of aſolid ſteel wheel, with an axis to which was 


don in quarto, faſtened a chain, which, by bein wound round it, drew up a very 
without date, a ſtrong ſpring; on pulling the trigger, the ſpring, actin , Whirled 
black letter. p. the wheel about with great velocity; and the friction of the edge * 
& of it (which was a little notchcd) againſt the ſtone, produced the 
fire: the cock was made ſo, as to bring the ſtone upon the edge of. 
the wheel, part of which n the pan, and touched the pri- 
ming : they uſed any common hard pebble for that purpoſe, which' 
ſerved as well as a flint. Theſe locks were inconvenient, took 
time to wind up, (or ſpan as they termed it:) and ſgmetimes 
would not go of. an inſtance of which may be ſeen, in Lud- 
low's account of his defence of Wardour-Caſtle. vide Ludlow's 
memoirs, Lend. edit. fol. 1751, p. 35- When the firelock, ſuch 
as we now uſe, was invented, we cannot aſcertain, It is called, 
by writers of about the middle of the laſt century, a ſnaphane, 
or ſnaphance; which, being the Dutch word for a firelock, ſeemg 
to indicate, that it is a Dutch invention, and that we took it 
from them : but Ward, in his Animadverfions of War, printed in 
I 635. P- 502, after deſcribing the exerciſe of the ſirelock - piſtol, 
and,carbine, (by which he means the wheelock) ſays, that as 
moſt of our pieces go with Engliſh locks, which differ from fire- 
locks, he ſhall add the method of handling them; and then 
gives the exerciſe of the ſnaphane carbine; by which it appears; 
that there was little or no difference between that and the pieces 
now in uſe. The more modern writers call it a fuſee, from the 
French word fuſil ; whence the name of fuzileers is ſtill conti- 
nued to ſeveral of our regiments, which were the firſt that were 
armed with them, on the diſuſe of matchlocks. We thought 
this little digreſſion would not be diſagreeable to our readers, as 
it explains ſome paſſages in our writers, that perhaps may not be 
generally ſo well underſtood at preſent. n. 


: 
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the pieces, and becauſe they carried the powder. 

and balls ſeparate, but from the time it took to 

prepare and adjuſt the match; ſo that their fire was 

not near ſo briſk as ours is now. Afterwards 

a lighter kind -of matchlock muſket came into 

uſe, (4) and they carried their ammunition in 

bandeliefs, which were broad belts that came 

over the ſhoulder, to which were hung ſeveral 

little caſes of wood covered with leather, each 

containing a charge of powder; the balls they car- 

ried looſe in a pouch; and they had alſo a priming 

horn hanging by their ſide (g.). Matchlocks were, 

about the beginning of this century, uhiverſally diſuſed Hiſt. de la mil. 


in Europe, and the troops were armed with firelocks; Fr. vol. ii. p420, © 
| to 21, 22, 20. ; 


— — nm 1 


(4) They uſed the muſket and reſt in England, ſo late as the 

1 of the civil wars: as may be ſeen in lieutenant · colo- 

nel Bariffe's young artillery-man; a book compoſed for the in- 

ſtruction gf the militia of the city of London, and addreſſed to 

Serjeant-Major-General Philip Skippon, and the reſt of the of- | 
ficers of the trained-bands, printed at London 1643. There 8 v 
are ſome curious things in it, particularly a letter of Lord Viſ- 8 8 
count Wimbeldon's in 1637, to the artillery company, to recom- 

mend the practiſing of a new exerciſe, of the muſket and half- 

pike together; which we do not remember to have ſeen men- 

tioned in any other book ; and which has a great reſemblance 

to the manner of arming the ſoldiers, which Marechal Sake re. 

commends, chap. 2d. of his Reveries. 33) 


(5) We muſt here obſerve, that the ſoldiers, in action, put the 
bullets in their mouths, in order to have them more ready to 
drop into the piece, after they had charged with powder out of 
the horn, or bandelier: and we frequently find it ſtipulated: in 
capitulations, when a garriſon is to be allowed all the honours of 
war, that they are to march out with matches lighted, ball in the | 
mouth, &c. that is to ſay, in a complete warlike poſture, ready 
to defend themſelves: and not like vanquiſhed : and this 
expreſſion has been continued as a common form in Mpitulations, 
till within a few years, if yet totally diſuſed; though of go 
meaning according to the _ forms of diſcipline. 


3 | 

ſi  - INTKODUCTION. 
Vide Puyſegur. to which much about the ſame time, the bayonet be- 
Folard. M.Saxe ing added, pikes alſo were laid aſide. Which latte? 
Juno. Erla, change, whether it was for the better or not, is 4 
cois en tactiq. Point that ſtill admits of diſpute amongſt the beſt 
ou la 3 military writers; who are divided in their opinions 
coupe et doub- about it, though moſt of them diſapprove of it. 
mw teectudes When the uſe of fire-arms began to be generally 


fin du tom, 2, eſtabliſhed, the neceſſity of a great regularity and 
uniformity, in the manner of uſing theſe arms, be- 


came apparent: it was ſoon diſcovered, that thoſe 
troops which could make the briskeſt fire, and ſuſtain 
it longeſt, had a great ſuperiority over others leſs 
expert: and likewiſe, that the efficacy and power 
of fire did not conſiſt in random and ſcattering | 
ſhots, made without order ; but in the fire of a 
of men at once, and that properly timed and direct. 
ed. It was therefore neceſſary to exerciſe the troops 
in loading quick, and firing together by the word of 
2 but as the aukwardneſs, careleſsneſs, and 
raſhneſs, of young ſoldiers, (if left to themſelves) 
muſt occaſion frequent accidents ; and cauſe the loſs 
of many of their own party, by the unskilful man- 
ner of uſing their fire-arms, eſpecially in the hurry of 
an engagement; it became a matter of indiſpenſable 
neceſſity to teach ſoldiers an uniform method of per- 
forming each action that was to be done with the 
mugket ; that they might all do it in the moſt expe- 
dikious and ſafe manner. In order to effect this, it 
was neceſſary to analyſe and reduce the compound 
motion of each action into the ſeveral ſimple mo- 
tions that it was compoſed of: this made each action 
eaſier to be learned and remembered; and by teach- 
ing the ſoldiers to perform the ſimple motions in the 
ſame manner, and in the ſame time, makings proſe 
between each, it rendered them exact in the perform- 
ance of the whole action. This is the origin of 
| | what 
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what is called the Manual Exerciſe z which, when it 
was once invented, (beſides the real utility of It) 
made troops to ſhew to ſuch advantage, and their mo- 


tions appear ſo regular, and beautiful, that it ſoon 
was copied by other nations, and came into general uſe. 


The Spaniards were moſt probably the inventors of it, 


they were the firſt who made uſe of. muſkets, and 


þ - 


their infantry was at that time the beſt in Europe. 
Even the French, who are ſo ready, upon the. lighteſt N 


rounds, to put in their claim for the honour of all uſe- ö 
ful inventions and improvements, acquieſce in this 2. 


and own, that they learned the uſe of the muſket from Hiſt mil. Fran. 


the Spaniards; and that they they never had any regu - vol 1. p. 257. 


lar diſcipline, or exerciſe, till they took it from the 
Dutch; whoſe army in Flanders was at that time the 
great ſchool, where all who had a deſire to attain mili- 


tary knowledge, went to learn it under Prince Maurice of 


Naſſau, who is frequently ſtiled, by the military writers 
of his time, the reviver of the diſcipline of the ancients; 


and whoſe continual wars with the Spaniards, had en- 
abled him to improve upon, and ſurpaſs his maſters. 
He was indeed, tor many years, in almoſt unrivalled 


_ poſſeſſion of the reputation of being the greateſt com- 
mander in Europe; but was at] 
eclipſed by the great Guſtavus. Adolphus, whoſe ex- 


in fame'd 


ploits were more brilliant, and ſucceſſes more rapid, 

than thoſe of Maurice; ho always was a cautious and 

prudent, rather than a bold and enterprizing general. 
Guſtavus was,/ undoubtedly, a-very great maſter of all 

the branches of military ledge, eſpecially of tac polard traits 
ticks; in which he ſtruck out many things entirely new, de lacolonne. 
at leaſt to the moderns. An. ingenious French auth. N 

has drawn's parallel between him and Epaminondas 4 it jet dun dare 
is indeed remarkable, that they each of them invented Francois en 
new methods of drawing up their armies, founded en tactiq. p. 125. 


Wer mne that they each of them 


. 
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xvlii 


obſcurity; but the Swedes, after the loſs of 


cipline muc 


by two or three ranks at a time; as Hudibras has it: 


of military affairs, and of the Swediſh diſcipline. in ——— and 


his cavalry, with the platoon 2 


gulate and diſcipline his infantry, after the Dutch manner. He was 


INTRODUCTION. 


gamer at the head of a people till then obſcure, andof 

o great eſtimation in military affairs; which, under 
theis conduct, attained, almoſt at once, to the hi 
degree of reputation: that they each fought two re- 
markable battles, againſt warlike nations, and veteran 
troops, in which they were victorious : and that each 
periſhed in the laſt. Indeed the Thebans, after the 
death of Epaminondas, ſoon ſunk into their e 
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maintained their reputation for valour and diſcipline, 
for many years, under Kniphauſen, Torſtenſon, Banier, 
Duke Bernard of Weimar, and other generals : which 
lainly ſhews, that, during the ſhort time Guſtavus 
ved, he had formed many excellent officers: and 
that, had he not been ſo unfortunately killed at 
Lutzen, he probably would have eſtabliſhed a (6) diſ- 
4 ſuperior to any that had been, ſinre 

the time of the Greeks and Romans. After his 
death, the Dutch exerciſe and diſciptine again be- 
came the (7) pattern for all Europe to follow, and con- 
tinued 


* ha 
* 


(6) The Swedes appear to have been the firſt that p 


— 


When over one anethers's heads, 
They charge three ranks at once like Swedes. 
As may be ſeen in Sir Robert Monro's memoirs, and me 
young artillery-man, &c. The . by oons is generall 
to be a Pute invention, thoogh ife of Guitars, Adolphus, 
bara 4 — gives it to that monarch. We have 
Sir K Monro's book; and ſome others that treat expraſly 


cannot 6nd the leaſt reaſon for acquieſcing in that opinion, but rather 
the contrary ; and we cannot help thinking, that the author con- 
founds G s's method, of poſting 1 &y bation, wid we ting ngſt 


3 t from one another 
0) Lewis the XIVth, in 1662, employed Monſ. Martinet to re- 
fiſt 
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tinued fo till within theſe few years; that the amazing 
victories and ſucceſſes of the Pruffians have excited 
the attention and admiration of all nations; and put 
them upon endeavouring to learn and imitate that 
wonderful military eſtabliſhment, and diſcipline, 
which has enabled the great Frederick the Ild, the 


prodigy of our age, to perform ſuch amazing ex- 


ploits, as have already, whatever may be his future 
deſtiny, given him a title to the higheſt rank, among 
the moſt ſublime military geniuſes, and greateſt ge- 
nerals that the world has produced. n 

This alteration and improvement of the Pruſſian 
diſcipline was originally the work of his father, Fre- 
derick William Iſt King of Pruſſia; whoſe character 
and actions, delineated by a maſterly and imparrial 
hand, would — a work equally curious and en- 
tertaining. We Id there behold a prince, who 
might properly be called mjlitary mad, without any real 
military genius; ſcrupulouſly attached and bigotted to 
the minuteſt formalities, and we may ſay fopperies, of 
the regimental detail and parade; but never ſhewing 
any ſigns of his being maſter of the great operations 
of war, or the ſublime parts of military ſcience : in 


ſhort, much fitter to be a drill ſerjeant, or adjutant, 


than a ki 
gious, an 


„or a general. Who, —_ truly reli- 
rigid virtue 


in moſt inſtances a man o 


and ſtrict morality ; yet, from his immoderate fond- 


neſs for troops, joined to the auſterity and 1 7 
| C 2 | 


a. — 8 4 
R 2 — — 
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firſt lieutenant · calonel, and afterwards colonel of the regiment do 


Roi, or the King's own regiment ; which was then the pattern. He 
was killed at the fiege of Doebery, in 1672. His name is became, 
among our mili 


gentlemen, a term of ſneer and reproach, too 

als ſuch officers as ſhame the reſt of their co: ps, by being 
more afhduous and exact in the performance of their duty, than ſuits 

with the levity of the young, or the indolence of the old ones, 
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the infantry. 
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of his temper, acted like a meer tyrant, and govern- 
ed his family, and ſubjects, with the ſtern harſhneſs, 
and barbarity of a Muley Iſhmael. (8) Indeed, the; 
force and prevalency of an European education, and 
manners, had ſo far an influence upon him, as to pre- 
vent his being as bloody: but he exerted the natural. 
roughneſs, and, unfeelingneſs of his diſpoſition, in 
breaking his troops to an obedience, and ſeverity of 
diſcipline, is, of before in Europe; which tranſ- 
formed men into meer machines, moved and actuated 
ſolely by the will and command of their officers ; and 
which a man, of a milder and more humane turn, 
could not have attempted to have eſtabliſhed : a ſlave 
in Turky being in a ftate of much Jeſs conſtraint, 
and ſervile ſubordination, than that of his ſoldiers, or 


even of his officers. His paſſion for tall men was 


extravagant, beyond belief; and, to recruit his great 


uſeleſs regiment of giants, he ſpared no expence, al- 
though covetous to excels, in his own diſpoſition g 
nor in order to inveigle, or even kidnap a tall man, 

| did 


— —— — — _—— 


.. 


— 


(8) As Peter the Great, Emperor of Ruſſia, condemned his ſan to 
death, becauſe he could by no means make him apply himſelf many 


thing that was liberal, or befitting a prince; nor wean him from 


attachment to the old barbarous cuſtoms and manners of the Ruſſians: 
ſo Frederick William was very near doing the ſame by that prince 
who now,makes the moſt brilliant figure in Europe, only becauſe he 
deteſted guzzling beer, and ſmoaking tobacco: the great and only 
pleaſures of his father's court ; which for elegance of manners, and 
taſte of converſation, was juſt on a level with a common guard room; 
but, on the contrary, had a confirmed taſte and attachment to litera- 
ture, the ſciences, and polite arts ; and had formed a ſcheme of re- 
tiring into ſome country, where he might have been at liberty to in- 
dulge his philoſophical difpofition. © The ftrong interceſſion. and re- 
prefenations of the Emperor, and other Princes, did indeed pre- 
vent matters from deing carried to that extremity ; but his confidant, 
the ors 6 Gorman who was privy to his deſigns, ſuffered death ; 
being be under his window, and he obliged to be a ſpectator 
af the cruel fate of his friend. | 
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did his officers ſtick at fraud, perfidy, or the groſſeſt 

violations of the laws of fociety, and of nations; 

which he always congived at, and oftentimes avowed. 

His whole country was one great garriſon; every 

man, who was handſome, and had a fine perſon, was pruſfan regu- 
compelled to ſerve, even children were enliſted from lations, chap. 
their birth, and their parents were accountable for them 1 art 3. chap. 
to the regiment to which they were allotted : in ſhort, 47. +: 
every thing was made ſubſervient to the military ex- 

travagance of the monarch, without the leaſt regard 

to juſtice, or humanity. But as his troops were to 

him meerly what dolls are to children, or ornamental 

china to the ladies; not for uſe, but amuſement or 

parade; and his whole pleaſure and employment was 

the adjuſting their dreſs and accoutrements, which he 

would do, with his own hands, and the exercifing and 

reviewing them; he never choſe to expoſe them to 

the dangers or fatigues of war; perhaps indeed, in 

ſome meaſure, for tear they ſhould-all deſert. (9) All 

this added to the particularity, and even fini es 


— 
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9) He had often diſputes and quarrels with his neighbours; 
many of which were on account of the outrages committed 
his recruiters, who ſeized tall men by force, wherever they could 
find them; in which he did little more than bully; publiſhing. 
letters, manifeſtoes, and reſcripts; reviewing his traops, draw- 
ing out his artillery, and making a great parade of his preparg- 
tions for war, without ever coming to action. Not even in the 
affair of the cruel perſecution of the Proteſtants at Thorn, in Po- 
land; which, one would have imagined, muſt have irritated, 
beyond all meaſure, a Prince like him; (who, beſides the natu- 
ral violence of his temper, was quite a zealot in his religion ;) 
and have engaged him to purfue immediately the moſt vigorous: 
meaſures, for obtaining a ſignal ſatisfaction, and redreſſing the 
wrongs of his perſecuted brethren ; eſpecially as he did not want | 
wer to force the Poles to ſubmit to any terms, that he would. | 
ave impoſed on them; the King of England, George the Firſt, 
as EleQor of Hanover, and the Prince of Heſſe, having offered 


to join him with eonſiderable forces for that purpoſe. 


2X11 NT ROD-UCT.LO.N, 
their dreſs and appearance, (10) cauſed them, in his 
life-time, to be looked upon as meer puppets, fit only 
for ſhow, but which could be of no uſe, or ſervice, 
in real action; and they, and their diſcipline, were 
in general the ſubject of ridicule, amongſt the milita- 
men of other nations. But, when Frederick the 11d. 
ſucceeded to the crown of Pruſſia, his penetrating 
genius quickly diſtinguiſhed and retrenched all that 
was trifling, and uſeleſs, from what was of real uti- 
lity; and ſenſible of the advantages, which that 
ſtrictneſs of diſcipline, and exact obedience, to which 
his troops were broken, and habituated, gave him; 
he did not fear attacking, with his then raw and un- 
Traits des le- experienced forces, the rough old warriors of the 
gionsduM.de houſe of Auſtria; and ſoon convinced them, at the 
Saxe ouvrage battles of Molwitz, Freydberg, and on many other 


AN ; © occaſions, that what is abſurd and contemptible, in 
p. 3- : | the 
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(10) Frederic William, beſides his paſſion for tall men, had a 
very great fondneſs for broad faces; in order, therefore, that his 
ſoldiers might appear to the utmoſt advantage, in thoſe two points, 
and not without a view to œconomy, he cauſed their coats to be 
made ſo very ſhort, that they barely reached half-way down their 
thighs; and ſo ſcanty in the body and ſleeves, that they could 
ſcarce put them on: their breeches reached ſcarcely down to their 
knees; and their hats were-ſo ſmall, as hardly to cover their heads, 
ſo that they were forced to have a contrivance to pin them on, 
for fear of their falling off when they were exerciſing. Their 
hair was all queued back, and powdered, with only one or two 
ſmall curls on each ſide of the face; to this was added ſquare- 
toed ſhoes, with high heels; a long ſword, with a broad blade, 
worn very high upon the hip; and white gaiters, which, as well 
as the waiſtcoat and breeches, (that were generally white alſo ) 
were continually chalked to keep them clean; for the leaſt ſpeck 
of dirt on any of them was puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
This appeared the more extraordinary, as, at that time, the pre- 
vailing faſbjon of dreſs was every-where totally different: and 
being added to a fort of uprightneſs, and ſtiffneſs in their air and 
motions, that was peculiar to themſelves, made them really have 


— 


very much the appearance of puppets, 
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-the hands of a little genins, becomes great and for- 
midable, in thoſe of a prince of ſublime underſtand- 
ing, and = talents. And as the author of the 
memoirs of the houſe of Brandenbourg, (who is 
generally ſuppoſed to be the king himſelf) obſerves, 
that, though the eager deſire of the elector Frederick 
the IIId. for the title of king, and the extraordinary 
pains which he took to get it conferred upon him by 
the emperor, were in him only the effect of his via- 
lent fondneſs for ſtate and pre-eminence ; and pro- 
ceeded meerly from a puetile and ridiculous vanity: 
yet, that the acquiſition of the royalty has been, in 
proceſs of time, of the greateſt advantage to the houſe 
of Brandenbourg, by exciting and enabling it to 
throw off the dependence and ſubjection, in which it 
was to the, houſe of Auſtria, So we may add, that 
the extravagant paſſion of Frederick William for 


troops, for all kind of military diſcipline and 


and the exceſs he carried it to, t it de- 
ſervedly expoſed him to contempt and ridi did, 
in a great meaſure, lay the foundation for the glorious 
victories and immortal fame of his ſon. The ex- 
cellency of the diſcipline of the Pruſſians cannot be 
better proved, than by this, that, though ſometimes. 
repulſed and they never have been routed, 
nor put to flight: whereas their adverſaries, when- 
ever they have loſt a battle againſt them, have been 
deen beaten moſt completely, with the loſs of can- 
non, ammunition, and baggage, numbers of priſo- 
ners taken, and all the marks of a total defeat (11). 


„ in nia ee 


10. 
wealth, (after 


pline) ſays, that what he had already mentioned, was eaſy to 
comprehend ; but that how the Spartans ſhould be able, _ 


ili 


But 


common 
ſpeaking highly of their military ill and diſci- 
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excellency and ſuperiority of the Pruſſian military 
e ſtabliſhment and diſcipline: our intent being now 
to treat; chiefly, of the manual exerciſe; in which al- 
ſo Frederick William made great alterations and im- 
provements; not only with reſpect to elegance, but 
likewiſe to uſe. In order to judge of which, it is 


IV T ROD UC TTA. 


But it is not our buſineſs here to expatiate upon the 


neceſſary to take a view of the old manual exerciſe; 
and to recal to mind, what we have before obſerved, 
that formerly they uſed large and heavy muſkets 


with matchlocks; and carried the powder in leather 
caſes, or bandeliers, which hung by a ſhoulder · belt, 


all down the breaſt of the ſoldier; holding the match 


lighted at both ends, between the fingers of the left- 


puyſegur art. hand. This rendered it abſolutely neceſſary to ex- 
de la guerre tend the arms, and keep the piece at a diſtance from 


part. 1. chap. 
7. art. z. chap,. 


1. 


Puyſegur 
ibid. 4 


after being put in'diforder, to maintain their grous 
mon enemy, was not eaſily to be underſtood, but by thoſe who 
had been trained up under the laws of Lyeurgus. This is ſo ap- 


the body, for fear of any accidents of firing their own 
charges, which ſometimes happened; and, as their 
tiuſkets/were very heavy, they were forced into vio- 


lent and conſtrained attitudes, in order to be able to 
- exert their ſtrength, and perform the motions: for 
this reaſon, they could not exerciſe but at open order, 
with the interval of three feet between each ſoldier, 
But when matchlocks were laid aſide, and the troops 


armed with firelocks, which were much lighter; theſe 
wide motions became unneceſſary; and it was the 


more abſurd to retain them, becauſe, in action, it is 
necoffary to be in cloſe order; and conſtquently the 
motions which the ſoldier was taught to perform in 
the manual exerciſe, became impratticable; at leaſt 


in 
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{ts tom- 


1 


— — 


plicable to the Pruſſtans (who may be called the Spartans! of our 


days) that we could not forbear taking notice of it. 
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in a great meaſure, in real ſervice. Many likewiſe 


of the motions were quite uſeleſs, ſerving only for pa · 


rade and ſhow; and moſt of the actions were perform- 
ed in a round-about way : whereas the uſe and intent 
of the manual exerciſe being to teach the ſoldier, 
how to execure, in the beſt and moſt expeditious man- 
ner, all that is neceſſary to be done with the firelock; 
there cannot be too much attention given, to go the 
ſhorteſt way to work; and to do every action, with 
as few motions as poſſible; and that more particular- 


ly, in the firing and loading part; in which the old Puyſegur 
exerciſe was remarkably tedious, and full. of uſeleſs Prem. part. 


motions and attitudes, However, ſuch is the at- 
tachment, which men have for old cuſtoms, and for 
what they have been long uſed to, although the rea- 


ſons for them ſubſiſt no longer, and they are become 


abſurd and ridiculous; that it is not till within a ve- 
ry few years, that this old exerciſe has been laid aſide 
in England, and other nations: and, even then, againſt 
the opinion of many old officers; who inſiſted upon 


P+2. art. 4 


it, that thoſe conſtrained attitudes, and forced mo- 


tions, which (now that our eyes begin to be diſuſed 


to them) would appear . groteſque and caricatures, 


were graceful, ſtately, and ſhewed a fine exertion of 
ſtrength. . we 7 0 
The late King of Pruſſia, then, was the firſt who 
altered the motions of the manual exerciſe, 2 
them to be performed cloſe to the body: by this al- 
teration, his troops could go through all the exerciſe, 
with their files in cloſe order, in the ſame manner, as 
in real action; and their motions being done with 
great quickneſs and life, allowing good time between 
each, and with the teſt harmony and uniformity 
imaginable; a whole battalion a as one bo- 
dy, moved by a ſpring; which had a furprizing] 
fine effect. But the part of the exerciſe that he mo 
Pax r I. D improved, 


* 
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improved, was the firing and loading; which he 


greatly ſhortened, 1 or changing all ſuch 
ute 


motions, as were not abſolutely neceſſary, and, at the 
ſame time, the ſhorteſt and quickeſt poſſible. He 
alſo introduced the uſe of iron ramrods, ſecured from 


falling out, by a ſpring in the tail · pipe; which, be- 


not being liable to be broken, by their weight ren- 
dered the ramming down. the charge much eaſier, | 
and more certain. By theſe means, he taught bis 
troops to fire with a quickneſs, that no one could 
have conceived poſſible to be attained to; not leſs 


 than-five or ſix times in a minute. He likewiſe im- 


Traite des le · 
gions du M. 
de Saxe. p.91. 


proved their method of marching, bringing it, as it 
were, to a muſical time and cadence; by which he 
enabled them to perform their wheelings, and evolu- 
tions, with a celerity and accuracy, that was till then 
unknown. In ſhort, as his whole Jiſe was ſpent in 
this ſort of ſtudy, (which was indeed the only one, 
that he encouraged, or even countenanced;) and the 
thoughts and converſation of his court, and officers, , 
turned, on nothing elſe ; and every body who could 
hint at any new improvement, either for uſe, or ele- 
gance, was ſure of making his court agreeably to the 
monarch, it is no wonder, that he ſucceeded fo well; 
and that the Pruſſian exerciſe is ſo much admired,. 
as to have been, in ſome meaſure, copied . by moſt 
nations; though almoſt every one has added to, or 
altered it in ſome points. We muſt be leſs ſurprized. 
at this when we conſider, that the firſt compoſer of 
it had nothing ſo much at heart, as to make his 
troops ſhow to advantage, and make a figure on 
a parade; and therefore often attended more to 
the brilliant effect of a motion, though difficult, 
than to eaſe and ſhortneſs: and indeed there are 
many parts of the Pruſſian exerciſe, (ſuch as, for 
inſtance, the planting the feet ſtrong whenever they 
"ih move 


INTRODUCTION. xxvii 
move them ;) which, if not performed with that perfect 
unity, and exactneſs of time, that the Pruſſians ob- 
ſerve, and which no other troops perfiaps in the 
world have attained to, have a very bad effect, and 
are deformities, rather than beauties. For this rea- 
ſon, every nation has compoſed an exerciſe of its own, 
taken in ſome meaſure from that of the Pruſſians; 
but varied and altered, according to the different 
opinions and judgment of thoſe officers, who have 
had the direction of it in each country. The King 
of France, ſome years ago, cauſed * of his 


rincipal officers to c every one an exetcife ; 
Und to teach ĩt to — 2 of his troops, allotted 


to each for that purpoſe; and the late Marechal Saxe Traits des le- 
was commiſſioned to review the ſeveral detachments, __ M. 
and to give his opinion, which deſerved the prefer- 3. 
ence: he ſeems to have given it to that, which was 

moſt like the Pruſſian ; but whether any one in par- Eſpagnaceſſai 
ticular was Choſen, or a new one compoſed out of all fur la ſcience 
of them, does not appear; for there are two ordi- de la guerre, 
nances of the King, one of 1750, the other of 1755, 1 _—_ 
directing the manner of exerciſing, with explanati- 3j. 

ons; but they are very different from one another, and 

neither of them much like the Pruſſian. Wie alſo in 

England, about 1757, had a new manual exerciſe, 
introduced among the troops; which is now getieral- 
ly followed, and called Pruſſian; but refembles it 
only, in the cloſeneſs of the motions, and in 


firing and loading part being ſhortened, and rende 
cps of being 9 — much quicker, than in 
the old exerciſe. We mention this, in order to ob- 
| ſerve, that ſince neither in the affair of exerciſe, nb 
more than in moſt others, men will unite in jon, 
and determine generally which way is the beſt; and 
our officers, as well as thoſe of other nations, have - 
thought fit to make alterations, and vary from the 
D 2 | Pruſſian 
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Pruſſian exerciſe, which, for many reaſons beforemen- 
tioned, one would imagine ought naturally to have 
been the moſt perfect; we allo have the ſame right to 
deviate from the preſent exerciſe of our regular troops, 
if it ſhall appear (as we flatter ourſelves it will do) that 
we have, without omitting any thing eſſential or uſeful, 
conſiderably abridged it, and rendered it eaſier to be 
learned and performed. Which, in an exerciſe deſigned 
for the militia, is a point of great importance; as we 
have it to teach men who are in general incapable of 
much attention, entirely unuſed to arms, aukward, 
and many of them grown ſtiff with age and hard la- 


- | bour; and but a very few days in a year allowed us 


for that purpoſe... _ 
Botee, 1 0629.4 officer, who is generally eſteemed 
a good author, has, in his Etudes Militaires, given 
ſome general rules with reſpect to the compoſition of 
an exerciſe ; which are ſo very plain and rational, 
that we think it will not be improper to inſert them 
here, as being the beſt that we have met with, and 


to which we have endeavoured to conform. 


Rule 1ſt. An exerciſe ought to teach the ſoldier 
how to uſe his arms, upon all occaſions whatever, 


with grace, quickneſs, and uniformity. 


2d. It ought therefore to include, not only every 
action neceſſary to be performed in a day of battle, 
but alſo, all ſuch as may be uſeful on any other occa- 


ſion or duty. 


gd. All uſeleſs motions, and needleſs repetitions 
of ſuch as are uſeful, ought to be retrenched, with- 
out any regard to ſhow ; as alſo all motions which 
are either tedious, or attended with inconvenience or 


danger in the performance. 
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4th. The origin of the ſeveral parts of the exer- 
ciſe is not to be conlidered, but only the being uſeful 
or not. (12) 49 

sth. Each complete action ought to have its par- 
ticular word of command. | SOAR 

th. Each word of command ought to be execu- 

ted in one or more motions, which ſhould be capable 
of being performed in equal time, and clearly diſtin- 
guiſhed in the explanation and in the performance. 

7th. When an action is too much compounded to Vide the note 
be capable of being performed in four or five motions on explana- 
only, it ought to be divided into two or more words anata \ 2 
of command, not to over-burthen the memory and eite. ö 
attention of the ſoldier, which generally is but very 
moderate. | outs 

Theſe are the rules given by Botẽe; to which we 
ſhall add two or three more, which are indeed only 
corollaries from the preceding. | | 

iſt. To go the ſhorteſt way to work, and with the 
feweſt motions poſſible, in the performance of every 
action. | Pe -: " 

2d. When different actions can be performed 
ſimilar motions, to make uſe of ſuch as much as poſ- 
ſible conſiſtent with the obſervation of other rules, Vide manual 
that the men may have the fewer different motions to exereiſe, expl. 


learn, and becauſe it adds greatly to the elegance and 2. and 12, 
uniformity of the whole exerciſe. "82.5. - ont abs 


za. As every complete action ought to have its 
particular word of command, fo every word of com- Vide note on 


mand ought bo N au. action. uy — K Wot 
Il. 


retain parts that are uſeleſs, only becau good officers 
r x 


/ 


INTRODUCTION. 


4th. If an action, though compounded, be ſo very 
eaſy as to be capable of being performed in the time 


of one motion; in that caſe, it is beſt to make only 


one of it, and not to analyſe and divide it into many, 
which only fatigue the memory, and are apt to cauſe 
the men to perform them inaccurately, and in a 
ſlovenly manner; becauſe they do not find any ne- 
ceſſity or reaſon for og any ſtop, which, when 
the action is compounded enough to become difficult, 
they readily do of — | . 


The exerciſe of the officers is, we believe, totally 
new, and different from any that has been hitherto 
compoſed : as we have ſubſtituted in the manual ex- 
erciſe the carrying the firelock on the right arm, to 
the old manner of carrying it on the left arm, we 
have done the fame with regard to the manner of the 
officers carrying their fuſee; and we cannot help 
flattering ourſelves, that the exerciſe of the officers 
will be found eaſy and graceful. The arming the 
officers with fuſees, inſtead of eſpontons, may not 
perhaps be approved of by ſome, who with great 
reaſon think, that the eſponton is an excellent arm 
for an officer, whoſe buſineſs is not to fire himſelf, 
but to attend to the keeping the men in order, to 
make them reſerve their fire till the word of com- 
mand, and to level their pieces well when they pre- 
fear; But, whatever force this reaſoning may have, 
with reſpect to a day of battle, it muſt be conſidered, 
that, in all probability, if at any time the militia 
ſhould be called out into actual ſervice, the greateſt 


part of their duty would conſiſt in eſcorts, detach- 


ments, parties for diſcovery, or to harraſs the enemy, 


and fuch kind of ſervice, which would render the 


Vide Puyſe- 

gur art. de la 
guerre pr. par. 
Cap. 11, art. 4. 


fuſee a weapon much more eligible for the officers 


- 


than the eſponton : and, perhaps, it might not be 
| | Jud; 
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ju improper to arm the ſerjeants with the fire - 
lock an bayonet, inſtead of the halberd, on ſuch an 
occaſion, ivy - 5 W v 
We do not doubt but we ſhall have many critics; 
ſuch of them as examine our exerciſe, only with a 
view of correcting real defects, and offering im- 
pre we ou and us ans ſhall be. 
lad taught omething tter, rter, or 
— GEES what we life been able to hit off. 
But we are apprehenſive that there may be ſame who 
will, without examination, .condemn and deſpiſe our 
performance, becauſe it is not the work of ſome old 
loldier ; and look on it as a fort of ſacrilegious touch- 
ing the altar, for us to offer our ſentiments, and pro- 
pole alterations, in a matter that is not of our com- 
petency. In anſwer to this we can only ſay, that we 
have endeavoured, by reading the beſt authors, and 
by a careful. examination of all the exerciſes, both 
ancient and modern, that we could come. at, to find 
out and aſcertain what actions were by the beſt 
judges eſteemed neceſſary for ſoldiers to perform 
with the farelock and bayonet; and ſuch as have been 
enerally adopted, and uſed by moſt nations. The 
ettling that point may, perhaps, require ſome de- 
gree of military know z but yet not a greater 
than may be acquired by obſeryation and ſtudy, and 
often ſeeing exerciſe. But when once it is 
determined what actions are to be performed, the 
method of doing them, in. a graceful, eaſy, and 
quick manner, caſes to be a part of knowledge pe- 
culiarly military; and any man, ho has accuſtomed 
himſelf to uſe fire - arms, though only in ſporting, 
may, by a little conſideration and attention to the 
firſt principles and foundation of exerciſe, become 
capable of udgiog, which. js the ſhorteſt and readieſt 
manner of pense Al The: rows ee A 
0 * 
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it he is a maſter of the 2 exerciſes, particularly 


that of fencing, he will be a much better judge of 
the propriety of any motion or attitude (whether 
with regard to eaſe and grace, or its uſe in offence 
or defence) than the generality of the old military 
gentlemen; who, from being long habituated to cer- 
tain motions and poſitions which they have for many 
years been taught to conſider as eſſential parts of the 
exerciſe, cannot eaſily bring their eyes or minds to 
judge impartially when any thing new is propoſed; 
nor can they find that facility in the practice of 
new motions, however ſimple and eaſy they may 
be, as they do in that of much more complicated 


ones, which long habit and practice have rendered 


familiar, and, as it were, natural to them. Whereas 
younger men, who are not attached to any one me- 
thod in particular, have their eyes: and minds quite 
unprejudiced; and, by the activity of their body, and 
ſuppleneſs of their joints, are capable of trying, with 
eaſe, all the various motions and attitudes that are 
to be met with in the different exerciſes, and of com- 
paring them one with another, in order to ſelect ſuch 
as are readieſt, eaſieſt, and moſt graceful, for the per- 
formance of the ſeveral actions required to be done. 
We have now given a ſketch of the origin, ſuc- 
ceſſive changes, and general uſe of the manual ex- 
erciſe, and of the principles on which it is founded; 
and, though we have already much exceeded the uſual 
length of a preface, we hope that our readers will 
excuſe us; the ſubject being ſo copioùs, that we were 
much more embarraſſed what to reject and omit, 
without being deficient in our plan, than at a loſs to 
find more matter that would have been both curious 
and inſtructive. We were alſo willing to ſay enough 
to guard againſt an error, which ſome gentlemen 
have fallen into, who imagine, that all the military 
353 exerciſe 
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exerciſe is a meer matter of ſnow and parade, and 


of little or no uſe in action; while others, on the 
contrary, lay too much ſtreſs itz and even 
ſome military men are apt to think, when they have 
made themſelves maſters of the exerciſe, and the 
common detail of regimental duty, that they are 
become complete officers, and ceaſe all farther ſtudy 
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and application. But though, as Marechal Saxe Traits des 
obſerves, the exerciſe of troops is a very eſſential legions. 


point, and the perfect knowledge of it is the firſt 
foundation for making goad ſoldiers and officers, 
yet we muſt beg leave to tell them, that they are 
then barely got through their grammar, and have 
learned only the very firft rudiments of military 
knowledge; being but juſt enabled to look forward, 
and to attempt entering into the vaſt and unbounded 
field of military ſcience, and the grand operations of 
war; in which the eſt natural genius, accom-- 
panied with the moſt intenſe application and ſtudy, 
will find ftill, to the end of his life, ſomething yet 
left for him to learn and improve in: there being 
as wide a difference between their knowledge, and that 
of a Hannibal, a Scipio, a Turenne, a Marlborough, 
or a Frederick the Ild of Pruflia, as between the ma- 
thematical knowledge of a common land ſurveyor, and 
that of a Newton, a Mac Laurin, or a BAT 
What we have been ſaying of the extenſiveneſs of 
military ſcience, and the difficulty of attaining to a 
high degree of perfection in it, ought not, however, 


_ to diſcourage country gentlemen from applying them- 


felves to the knowledge of military affairs, and ſerving 
as officers in the militia. ' Military ſcience, . the 
military art, (13) are things very different di · 
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413) We are conſci os, that, in uſing the words Science and 
Art of war, in the ſenſe in which the French writers do Science & 
Metier 
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ſtinct from one another. The former comprehends 
the great operations of war, and the buſineſs of a 
general or commander in chief; in which there is 
infinite variety, and room for genius and invention 
to exert themſelves. The latter conſiſts in the know - 
kedge of the ſubaltern parts; ſuch as the exerciſe, 
the evolutions, and the general eſtabliſhed diſci- 
pline and detail of ſervice, which admit of little 


variation, and are founded on certain fixed and per- 


manent rules and principles, that are far from — 
difficult either to be comprehended or remembered. 
And we will venture to aſſert, that ſo much military 
knowledge, as is ſufficient to enable a gentleman to 
go through the common courſe of duty, and be what 
is called a good battalion officer (which is all that is 
required of the militia officers who are never to com- 
mand in chief) may be acquired by any man of a to- 
lerable underſtanding, who will beſtow a little pains 
and application upon it, in half a year, as well as in 
half a century, notwithſtanding the 'great myſtery 
ſome military pedants would make of it ; for pedants 
there are of all profeſſions ; and moſt commonly they 
are ſuch as, — very little real and ſolid know - 
ledge, want to paſs for perſons of great ability and 
importance. Theſe gentlemen affect, in a ſupercilious, 
dogmatical manner, on all occaſions, to cry down and 
vilify the militia ; repreſenting it as an impoſlibility 

*, ac ever 
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Metier de la guerre, we lay ourſelyes open to criticiſm, as givi 


them a vague, and not ſtrictly proper ſignification. We 


not have ventured doing it, in a philoſophical work, where the 

greateſt accuracy and preciſion are required, both in the reaſoning 
and in the uſe of terms. But in this, which is intended only as a 
ſketch, and rather to give a few hints of what might be ſaid upon 
the ſubject, than as a complete work, we hope that we may be in- 


dulged in it, eſpecially as we fully explain our meaning in the ſab- 
ſequent lines. : x 


INTRODUCTION. 


ever to diſcipline and render it uſeful ; and, having 
themſelves grovelled on for years in the routine of 
the ſervice, without ever attaining to a greater degree 
of military knowledge than would conſtitute a tole- 
rable ſerjeant, endeavour, by ridicule and all manner 
of abſurd arguments, to diſcourage the country gen- 
tlemen from acting as militia officers, and entering 
upon the ſtudy of military affairs; repreſenting it 
as infinitely difficult, and perſuading them, that an 
apprenticeſhip of many years in the ſervice is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to be able to make the leaſt profi- 
ciency, or even comprehend the firſt rudiments of it: 
reſembling, in that, the illiterate ignorant monks, 
at the time of the revival of learning in Europe, 
who diſcouraged it to the utmoſt of their power, and 
even perſecuted the firſt reſtorers of true taſte and 
polite literature; being conſcious, that, if knowledge 
and learning were generally diffuſed, their own want 
of it would be detected and expoſed, and they ſhould 
loſe that authority and reſpect, which they had. ſo 
long enjoyed in eaſe and plenty, accompanied with 
profound ignorance and dulneſs. | 
We the leſs ſcruple ſaying this, as we can at the 
ſame time with the greateſt ſatisfaction acknowledge, 
that there are many of our military gentlemen, and 
ſome of them of high rank, who ſtudy the ſublime 
branches of their profeſſion with genius and applica- 
tion, and, by qualifying themſelves ſor the higheſt 
commands, aim at doing their country ſervice, and 
themſelves honour; who are far from being deſirous 
of keeping military knowledge as a ſecret, confined 
to a particular body of men; being ſenſible, that, the 
more it is diffuſed, the more judges there will be, 
capable of doing juſtice to their ſuperior merit and 
abilities. Theſe gentlemen we have the happineſs of 


reckoning amongſt the friends and well-wiſhers to a 
| '*"W 8 militia z 
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of; and that perhaps this is the only book of the 
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- militia; Who have all along zealouſly promoted the 


eſtabliſhment of it, and do not ſcruple publickly to 
declare it as their opinion, that it would be of infinite 
ſervice. on any emergency, if properly diſciplined, 


and that it certainly might be ſo, if the gentlemen 


of the country would perform their parts, as officers, 
with alertneſs and diligence; for, on that, the very 
exiſtence of a militia muſt depend. 

We are ſenſible, that moſt of the readers of this 


book will be perſons, whoſe purſuits and ſtudies 


have led them to the attainment of a very different 


kind of knowledge from that which we now -treat 


ſort, into which they have ever looked. It is indeed 
For ſuch that we particularly write : the intent of this 
work being to facilitate to the country gentlemen, as 
much as we poſſibly can, the performance of their 
duty, as officers of the militia, Our cafe therefore 


is vaſtly different from what it would be, if we were 


writing for thoſe who, having been in ſome degree 
converſant with military affairs, have already got 
a general notion of the exerciſe and evolutions ; with 
ſuch, a very few words would be fully ſufficient, 
to recall to their minds what they have once ſeen 
practiſed, to make them comprehend the manner of 
executing it, and underſtand any. variations that are 
propoſed to be made in the performance. But in 
entlemen who have never conſidered theſe affairs, nor 
looked at troops or their manceuvres, with any de- 
gree of obſervation or attention, we muſt excite ideas 
entirely new, and, being obliged to make uſe of a 
language and terms to which they have not been ac- 
.cuſtomed, muſt explain the eaſieſt and moſt tri- 
fling parts and circumſtances, with as much care and 
accuracy, as thoſe of the greateſt difficulty and im- 
portance; the more ſo, as we have to inſtruct 
. them, 
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them, not only in the ſeveral parts of the exerciſe, 
ſo as to be able to perform them themſelves ; but 
likewiſe in the methods of communicating that know- 
ledge, when they have attained it, to others who are 
quite raw and ignorant, in thoſe matters. © 

For this reaſon, in the following pages, we ſhall' 
do our utmoſt endeavours to be as clear and explicit, 
23 poſſible, in all our directions and explanations; 
ſacrificing elegance of expreſſion to plainneſs and 
perſpicuity ; and we had rather be cenſured for be- 
ing diffuſe, and full of repetitions and tautology ; 
than omit the leaſt circumſtance, that may be neceſ- 
fary or uſeful to be known and explained. * In order 
to render that part of our work ftill more intelligible, 
we have added prints (engraved after drawings taken 
from the life, with the greateſt our all che 
principal motions of the manual exerciſe ; and alſo 
plans of the various methods of wheeling, march- 
ing, and forming, either ſeparate companies, of 
the whole battalion : and rhough perhaps thoſe who 
have already ſome ſkill in military matters, may 
laugh at us for this, and think, that we deſcend into 
details too trifling and minute, explaining things which 
every one mult be ſuppoſed to know ; our unlearned 
readers will we believe thank us for it: for we cannot 
help being of opinion, that it duld be much for the 
benefit of all ſcholars, f maſters would recall to mind 
(as we have endeavoured to do) the time of their 
own ignorance, and their firſt beginning to learn the 
rudiments of whatever art, or ſcience, they profeſs 
teaching; and recollect, what were the difficulties, 


which they had to encounter, and what moſt ſtopped 


them in their progreſs. They would then perceive, 
much more clearly and diſtinctly, in what manner to aſ- 
ſift their ſcholars, and how to remove and explain what- 
ever is moſt likely to puzzle and perplex them. 
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We cannot deny ourſelves here the pleaſure of do- 
ing juſtice to the corps of militia officers of this 
county, to which we have the honour to belong; and 
declaring, that the ſpirit and zeal which they ſhew, 
and the pains that they take, to learn the exerciſe, and 
other parts of their duty, are very extraordinary, 
and do them great honour; cauſing us to entertain the 
moſt ſanguine hopes, that we ſhall be inferior, in order 
and diſcipline, to no other county in the kingdom 
though we ſincerely wiſh, that we may have many 
rivals; and that we may both feel in ourſelves, and 
excite in others, that noble ſpirit of emulation, which 
is productive of the 28628. effects. This we can 
aſſure the country gentlemen, that much leſs time 
and application, than many of them beſtow upon their 
ſports and trifling amuſements, will, if applied to 
military affairs, enable them to become excellent mi- 
Iitia officers ; ſufficiently qualified to do good ſervice, 
in the defence of their laws, liberties, and country, 
if ever they ſhould be attacked or invaded. | 
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No, Take Care. Motions. No- £% 1 Motions, 


1/Reſt 1 — — 2 27 Preſent.—— — 1 

Order — v8 — 12 28 Fire. 1 p — — 9 

i Ground | — — —=—[2|[29]Shoulder., — — ——| 2 

Takeup | — — ——|[2{[zo[As Center rank, make 

't Reſt . i ready, — — —— 

i Shoulder "m_ a 2 310[Preſent — ——| . 

1 | Club Fee — — 0 22 Fire. — — — — 9 

ö 8|Shoulder | — — —=—z[33/Shoulder. += — 2 

7 Secure — — — 3834 As Rear Rank, make ready. 3 

| 10 Shoulder?) — — ——|3|[35|Preſent, — — —— 1 

110Fix your Bayonets. —— ire. — — — —— 9 

| : 12 Shoulder. — — —— 3 37|Shoulder, — — ——| 2 
13[Carry your Firelocks on [| ||38|Rear Ranks, cloſe to ti 

your right Arms. ——|3 Front, March. ——- o 

14 Shoulder. — — ——[3]39|Make ready. >— —— 3 

1 5]Preſent your Arms. Iv $0lPraſent. — — — 41 

16|Face to the Right. ——|[2|[41|Fire., — — — ——|x 

17]To the Right. , —— A2 Charge your Bayonets. —| x 

18] To the Right about. — | 43]Recoveryour Arms. —| x 


19]Face to the Left. ——|2]]44|Rear Ranks, take your for- 
20]To the Left. — ——2 mer Diſtance, = —— 
21|To the Left about, ——|3][4;|March — — —— 1 
22|Charge your Bayonets, — 14 Halt, Front. — —- 

2 3]Recover your Arms. —|1i]|4;|3hut your Pans, — — 
240 Prime and Load. ——{gſ|4+] Shoulder... ——| 
25|Shoulder, — — —=—ſ2||4 [Return your Bayonets. — 


26|AsFrontRank, make ready.[3!|5c| Shoulder. —— 
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MANUAL EXERCISE.” 


VERY ſoldier muſt give the greateſt Flats. 
E attention to the words of command, 
form | -| remaining perfectly ſilent and ſteady, not 
1 making the leaſt motion with head, body, 
rt a Ut feet, or hands, but ſuch as ſhall be ordered. 
The heels at this time are to be in a line, 
| not more than 4 inches aſunder, the toes 

moderately turned out, ſhoulders ſquare to 
- | the front, and kept back; the body upright, 
the breaſt preſſed forwards, 2 belly drawn 
4 | in, but without bending s-th right hand 
| hanging down on the rig tide, the back of 

che hand to the front, the firelock carried 
on the left, ſhoulder, the barrel outwards, 
| | the butt in the left hand, two fingers being 
under.it, the middle finger Juſt, upon the 
| | turn or ſwell of the butt, and the fore fin- 
| | ger and thumb above itz the pRce almoſt 

upright, the butt flat againſt the outſide of 
the hip-bone, the lock a little turned 
che guard being juſt below the left break, 
and the piece preſſed to the body; the head 
by held up and turned a little to the right, ex- 
cept the right-hand man, who looks full to 

the major or exerciſing officer. Great care 
muſt be taken not to begin a motion, till the 
word of command or fignal on the Hom 
be ended; and then to perform ĩt as 
and with as much life as poſlible z — — 

very exact in counting a ſecond of time, — 
one, two, ſlowly, between each motion; and 
| | the major or exerciſing officer is to take the 
1 -} Panrh ſpace 


——— 


_ Comd. 
No. of potions. 


IS 


1 The MANUAL N 
ſpace of two ſeconds, between the end of 
each motion and his giving the word of 
command or ſignal for another; and this 
the men are likewiſe to obſerve, when they 
6 exerciſe by one word of command only (1). 
I. x Join your right hand, by ſeizing the fire- Plate 3. 
Reſt your | | Jock juſt below the lock, at the fame time 
ns | turning it with your left hand, ſo that the 
l lock may be outwards or towards the front; 
the piece being almoſt right up and down, 
not ſtirring it from your ſhoulder, only 
throwing out the left elbow a little, 
2 | Bring the firelock over-againſt your right Pl.4.& 5, 
breaſt, turning the barrel inwards; the coc 
about a hand's-breadth above the waiſt- 
belt; the butt oppoſite to the right thigh; 
] your left hand juſt above the feather- ſpring, 
| | the right hand below the lock, holding the 
ſ piece lightly, the fingers outwards behind 
the guard, the thumb inwards ; the fire- 
lock cloſe to the body, and nearly upright ; 
the right elbow thrown a little 2 
ces 


| | 


—_ * a Ms ett, a K* _—_— ——_ * — 


(1) Standing ſhouldered, is the firſt of a ſoldier under 
arms ; it being the moſt graceful and manner of ing a fire- 
lock, either ſtanding or marching, and that from which all the other 
actions are to be performed, with the greateſt facility and 

According to the old exerciſes, in this poſition the left hand was 
15 ere which is the Pruſſian 
manner of carrying arma, is now generally adopted; the rea- 
fon for it was, that formerly the pikes only — formed in cloſe 
order to charge, the muſketeers — * order; and, as the 
- muſkets were very heavy, they carried them almoſt horizontally upon 
the ſhoulder, keeping the butt down with the left hand, which was 
a very eaſy and convenient manner of doing it; but when bayonets . 

were ſubſtituted to pikes, and the whole was obliged to be in cloſe 

onder for action, it was neceſſary that the arms ſhould be carried very 

. 0 i up- 


hand as low as you can wit 


EXERCISE. 1 


knees ſtraight, and body preſented well to * 
the front. (2) al 


Incline the muzzle of your firelock a Plates, 


little to the right, ſinking it with your left 
: hout conſtraint, 
and ſeize it at the ſame time with your 
right hand, cloſe to the muzzle, 1 
the right thumb up. 
1 the butt of the frelock on the Fuse). 
L juſt on the e your right 


toe, 


m _—_— — — _— 


apright, to prevent claſhing and 
chen th left and upon he butt was fo not only an uneaſy poſi- 
| tion, but the men ſcarce ever carried their arms upright and even; 


R —·r·⁵ͤð ————— 


—— — 
motions ; we have reduced it to two, as we could fee no reaſon why 
any diſtinction ſhould be made between a reft and a recover; nor any 
uſe or grace in the turning on the heels a half face to the right at the 
third motion: and to thoſe who defend any additional uſeleſs motions, 
nn men bhp fommnmen" e er gr deer 


—ͤ— ——_— 


one with another; and 


(2) The reſt, is the poſition of a ſoldier prepared for immediate 


action; there being Nee 
make ready. In the 

on the reſt, ready to preſent and fire from thence; and the ſame word 
of command is ſtill continued, Ref 


muſket exerciſe, the muſket was then placed 


your firelock ! though reſts are 

uſed. This poſition has by univerſal agreement — al- 
an attitude of compliment ; arifin 

cuſtom of the ſoldiers receiving ns of 7 Aron 

would do honour, with irregular vos of their muſkets, 


e, or enen re- 
thisa&ion, in three 


that there rr 
are moſt eſſential, and of the greateſt im portance in real ſer- 


vice, ſuch as the marching, — gr oy that cannot 
be too much Psd nor too mock Adee ales, 

men to perform them with the g 
| cory to do which to 


to — — the 
teſt quickneſs and accuracy ima- 
ion will afford full employment for 
officers and ſoldiers, A tet (hem "ee 
* 0 


III. 
Ground 
your 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 


| 


No. of Motions 


— 


The MANUAL 


toe, the barrel behind, and the lock to the 
right; holding it as before by the muzzle 
with the right hand, and quitting the left 
hand; the right arm hanging from the hand 
to the elbow cloſe by the ſide of the firelock, 
the left hand hanging by the left ſide, both 
ſhoulders ſquare to the front. (3) 


— 


* — 
4 


Turn the firelock on the butt, ſo that the Pl. 3 9. 
lock may be behind, and the barrel towards 
you, and ſtep immediately with the left foot 
directly forward a moderate pace, ſlipping 
your right hand down almoſt to the ſwell at 
the tail-pipe, and bending your right knee 
even with the lock; lay the piece down on the 
! | | ground 


* 


diligent, or take ever ſo much pains; and therefore every thing 
that renders the leſs im ponent parts of the exerciſe more complicated, 
and difficult to be performed, muſt be wrong.; as it takes up ſo much 


more of the ſoldiers time and attention, which may be employed to 
greater advantage. The army alſo perform moſt of their words 


ily drawn back, by the poſitiog 


of command from the poſition of the reſt ; which we think in man 


inſtances is going round about; as for example, in order to clu 

from being ſhouldered, they muſt firſt reſt, which is three motions ;- 
and then club, which is three more : in the ſame manner, to ſhoul- 
der again, they firſt come to a reſt, in three motions, and then 
ſhoulder in two; beſides, in their way of coming to a reſt, the men 
muſt be halted ; whereas there is not one of our words of command, 
except the 2d, 3d, and 4th, but may be performed marching as well 
as ſtanding. . 

* Brantome wies des meſt. de Camp. cathol. diſe. 89. Art. 3 iI. edit. 
la Haye 1740. vol. 10. Pag. 71 & 1 $7- 

(3) The ordering, is an eaſy and graceful attitude for a ſoldier to 
repoſe himſelf, leaning on his piece; which he is then ready (if com- 
manded) to ground. | 

We have retrenched the reſting on their arms, as have likewiſe the 
Pruſſians and French; fince the ordering anſwers the purpoſe full as 
well, and is a more graceful attitude; the ſoldier preſenting his whole 
body better, and ſtanding more upri ht ; his ſhoulders being neceſſa- 

e ſtands in, a 


IV. 
Take up 
your 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 


V. 
Reſt your 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 


VI. 
Shoulder 

your 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 


| 


| 


2 


2 


of which is evident. 


EXERCISE. 


| ground in a ſtraight lineto thefront, the lock 
upwards, your left hand upon your knee, and 
looking up. 
Raiſe up your body, quitting the firelock, 
and bring back your left foot to the former 
210, letting your hands hang by your 
ſides. 
| Step forward, bending the knee, and ſeiz- Pl. 8 &g. 
ing the firelock above the ſwell, in the poſi - 
tion of the firſt motion of the former expla- 
nation. | | 
Raiſe up yourſelf and firelock, ſlipping Plate 7. 
your right hand up to the muzzle, and turn- 


5 


ing the barrel behind; you will then be in 


the poſition of ordering, as in explanation 
the zd. (4) 


Raiſe the firelock with your right hand, Plate 6. 
bringing it up as high as your eyes, and 
ſeize it with the left juſt above the feather- 
ſpring. Lou will then be in the poſition of 
explanation 2d, motion the 1ſt. 
Come to a reſt, as in explanation 1ſt, Plate 4. 
motion 2d. | 
| 
Quit your left hand, and with your right Plate 10. 
hand bring the firelock directly oppoſite to 
your left ſhoulder, turning the barrel out- 
wards, and meet it with your left hand un- 
der the butt, placing the two laſt fingers 
under it, the middle finger juſt qo the 


(4) The grounding and taking up the firelock, are actions the uſe 
We hive Tee each to two motions, the 


rt and 
and of 


— the exerciſe of the army, being merely for ſnow, 
no uſe. . 


The MANUAL 
Fell of the butt, and the thumb and fore- 
finger above it, holding it upright at about 
a hand's-breadth from the ſhoulder, your 
| right thumb up, the left hand at about two 
inches from your hip-bone. 

Give the firelock a throw againſt your left Plate 2. 
| ſhoulder with your left hand, bringing the 
{ hand againſt the hip briſkly, and throw your 
- | right hand down by your right ſide, turning 
| the back of it to the front. (5) 


> No. of M. 


VI. [II Seize the piece with your right hand on Plate 11, 
2 2 the inſide, at the heighth of your chin, turn- 
; Motions | ing the thumb downwards, and the back of 

| the hand towards you, raiſing it perpendicu- 
lar from your ſhoulder. 
2 | Turn the piece briſkly with your right Plate 12. 
I hand, bringing the butt uppermoſt, and the 
lock outwards to the front, keeping your 
i | right hand at the ſame heighth of your chin, 
j | and ſeizeit with your left hand about an inch 
| from the end of the ſtock, holding it per- 
pendicular, over-againſt your left ſhoulder, 
and about ſix inches from it. 
| 3| Wich your left hand bring the piece briſkly Plate 13. 

againſt your ſhoulder, and throw your right 

hand down by your right ſide, turning the 
back of it to the front. (6) 


*— 


1 


—_—_ 


— 


45) Reſt your ſirelock ! and ſhoulder ! Both theſe might be done 
by one word of command, in 4 motions ; but, as they are diſtinct 
actions, we have made two of them. We always begin every 
action from the ſhoulder, and return to that again, it being the 
7 40h Arche polition of bei grace- 

(6) As the poſition of being ſhouldered, thou and 
ful, n 


VIII. 4 
Shoulder ! 
3 Motions þ 


EXERCISE. 7 
Seize the piece at the ſwell of the tail- Plate 14. 


g pipe with your right hand, the thumb turn- 


ed downwards as in the iſt motion of expla- 

nation 7th, bringing it off from your ſhoul- 

der icular. | 

Turn the muzzle upwards, and place your Plate 15. 

left hand under the butt, as in Spaces 

the 6th, motion 1ſt, taking care to bring the 

barrel outwards towards the _ and _ 
ing it perpendicularover-againſt your 

— _ about ſix . 186 

| Bring it on your ſhoulder as in explana- Plate 2. 

tion the 6th, motion ad. 


| Seize your firelock with your right hand Plate 16. 
| below the lock, raiſing it about a hand's- 
| breadth from the ſhoulder, not turning it, 
but keeping the barrel outwards. | 
Throw up your left hand, and ſeize the Plate 17. 

firelock at the ſwell below the tail-pipe, 
keeping your left thumb up, and your arm 
| cloſe along the outſide of the firelock. 

Throw down your left hand briſkly along Plate 18. 
with the firelock, bringing'the lock under 
your left arm, the barrel downwards, your left 
wriſt at the heighth of your waiſt-belt, the 
muzzle in a ſtraight line to the front within a 
| foot of the ground, and throw your right 


— — —— ——— — 


march to a conſiderable diſtance, or are diſmiſſed, they are ordered to 
club: they then are ſuppoſed free from conftraint, and may carry 
their arms in the manner they find moſt convenient ; carrying 
a piece clubbed being one of the eaſieſt manners of doing it. We 


think that the eaſe and ſhortneſs of our method of clubbing, from 


the ſhoulder, which may be done marching, muſt firike every 
body with the difference between it, and the manner in which the 
regular troops perform it. 


i 
i 
| 
| 
4 
: 
' 
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Shoulder ! 
3 Motions 


- + 
Fix your 
Bayonet! 
3 Motions 


| 


No. M. 


— 


of one, when men are a little practiſed in it; and if it takes up a 


command, and five motions uſed, 


The MANUAL 


hand down by your ſide; turning the back 


of it to the front. (7) * 
Raiſe your firelock with left hand, Plate 17. 
ſeizing it with your right hand behind the 
lock, as in the ſecond motion of the former 
explanation. | 
Quit the firelock with your left hand, Plate 10. 
bringing it under the butt, as in the iſt mo- 


| tion of explanation õᷣth. 


As in the 2d motion of explanation 6th. Plate 2. 


|» Asin the 1ſt and ad motions of expla- Pl. 16 & 

; nation gth. | R 

Sink the piece in your left hand on the Pl. 19 & 
left ſide, with the butt behind, and ſeizing 2% 
the bayonet with your right hand, with the. 
thumb over the bend of the ſhank, draw it, / 
and, bringing the notch over the ſight on the 
muzzle, turn it from you and fix it. (8) 


1 | Bring 


— 


(7) The ſecuring, is to keep the lock from wet, in rainy weather. 
Our manner of doing it from the ſhoulder, we think, muſt be allowed 
to be as ſhort and eaſy as poſſible. 

(8) Fix your bayonets ! We have reduced this to three motions ; 
the 3d motion may pegs be obj to as too much com- 
pounded, and that it had better be divided into more ; but, though 
this motion be compounded, yet it is eaſily performed in the time 


little more time, than one motion ſhould do, it is not perceived, 
as there is a pauſe between that and the other word of command 
to ſhoulder, We muſt make this obſervation upon the preſent mi- 
litary exerciſe, that no leſs than four words of command, and ten 
motions, are uſed for the performance of one ſingle action, wiz. 
fixing the bayonet : and, to ſhoulder again, there are two words of 

o return the bayonet, four 


words of command, and ten motions ; and, to ſhoulder, two words 
of command, and five motions, 


OD. 


=__ 
Shoulder 
3 Motions 


XIII. 
Carry yr. 
Firelock 
on your 
right Arm! 
3 Motions 


TW; 
Shoulder ! 
3 Moons | 


9 


32 


E X ER CIS E. 9 
Brin the piece again with your left Plate 15. 
hand, and ſeize by with — right, fo as to ; 
be in the poſition of explanation 10th, mo- 
tion 1ſt, | 
As in explanation roth, motion 2d. Plate 1b. 
As in explanation 10th, motion 3d. Plate 2. 


} Bring your firelock to a reſt, as in ex- Pl. 3.4. 

planation 1ſt. % 
Turn your right hand, fo that the palm Plate 21. 

may be towards the front, the fingers be- 

hind and thumb before, and graſp the 

ſmall of the ſtock below the guard in that 

manner ; at the ſame time drop your right 

arm down by your right ſide, and throw 

the left hand down by the left ſide; the 

piece will then be carried upright, the barrel | 

' againſt the hollow of your right ſhoulder, 

| the right arm a little bent, ſupporting the 

firelock. (9) | 


Shift your right hand, bringing the back Plate 4. 
of the hand outwards and, ſeizing it above 
Parr l. . 


—— Qw——_—. 


— 


— 


* 


(9) The firelock on the right arm is a Pruſſian attitude, ſubſti- 
tuted inſtead of carrying the firelock on the left arm; which is a 
manner of carrying the arms, uſed in trooping the colours, guard- 


ing priſoners, on ſome other occaſions; and is indeed one of 


the eaſieſt and eeleſt ways of carrying a piece in ſporting, or 
when one is at liberty to let reſt upon the bend of the left arm: 
but in cloſe order, as the arms ſhould be carried very upright, to 
avoid hitting and claſhing, the firelock- muſt be kept up to the 
hollow of hs left houlde-, and the piece preſſed to the body: 
ſo that the butt hits againſt the knees, and is troubleſome in 
marching : and one ſcarce ever ſees the men carry them ſo grace- 
fully and uniformly, as they ought to do: whereas the firelock 
on the right arm cauſes a man to preſent himſelf well, and k 
back his ſhoulders; and the piece is carried pe.feQly upright. - 


* 10 


Proſentyr. 
Arms! 
2 Motions | 


XVI. 
Face to 


the Right! 


2 Motions 


| } an in explanation 6th, motion 1ſt and P.10\&2. | 
2 


| 


1 We ens it ſquare, 


* 
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the feather-ſpring with your left hand, come 

to a reſt. 


> a 


5 Al Ap eat ift. Pl. 3&4. 
Bring your right heel about four inches Plate 22. 

behind your left heel, W ſquare 

with your two feet. 

Turn on your heels a auarter of a turn 
to the right, without We, your heels 

— their _ 


The ſame as in explanation 16th, 


The fame as in explanation 16th, mo- 
tion iſt. 
Turn at once on your heels to the right 
quite about without ſtirring your heels from 
eir places; ſo that you will then face di- 
rectly oppoſite to where you mew] and your 
be foremoſt. 


Bring your right foot back even with your 
es be it down firm. 


Bring your right heel cloſe up to the ball Plate 23. 


Turn 


— — 


— 


the reſt, needs no farther- 
ns a compliment. 


(10) Preſenting the arms, bein — with that of 
1 explnanon 3 1s u termed ben uſed ; 


XX. 
To the | 
Left! 
2 Motions 


XXI. 
To the 
Left 
about | 
3 Motions | 


| ; 


. 


3 


. 


| down your fire 


las your breaſt, and ſuppo 
| the left hand between the feathex · ſpring and 


. 2 
EXERCISE. 
Turn on your heels a 


of a turn 


| 


The fame as in explanation 1th 


The ſame as in explanation rgth, we- 
tion 1ſt. 


Turn at once on your heels to the left 


E 
Bring your right dot up even with the 


ite about, without ſtirring your heels from 
——— ſo that you will then face di- 
te to here you did, and your 
will be foremoſt. 


left, ſetting it down firm. 


to the left, without fliering your beets from ; 
their places. 


Step n a . pace with Plate 24. 


your knee a little, 
and —— the ri — np wo ves. ſtraight, and bring 


your — ſide above 
Fall of te 


the waiſt · belt, 
right hand the 


ly with your 


the wy behind the 


of your hip; the bayonet being preſented to 
the front in a ſlope u , the pointas high 
rted firmly with 


the tail-pipe, the hand underneath, and the 


lock, and preſſing the piece againſt the top 


thumb on the infide along the ſtock, the left 

arm and elbow preſſt A eo th body . 
| Bring 

(11) The attitude th nates antes 6 dh 


military 


exerciſe, though it 


an appear. nce ot firength. and 
mnecl:, 


12 
XXIII. 


Recover 
yr, Arms 
1 Motion. 


XXIV. 


Prime and | 


Load! 
9 Motions 


The MANUAL 
| Bring up the right foot and come to a Plate 4. 
reſt, as in explanation 1ſt. 


Step back with your right foot a mode- Plate 25. 
rate pace, placing it ſquare behind the left 
heel, facing full to the right, and bring 
the piece down under the right breaſt ; raiſ- 
ing the muzzle as high as the man's head 
in the rank before you, the left hand half- 
| way between the ſwell and the feather-ſpring, 
and preſſing your left arm againſt your body 
to ſupport the firelock in that poſition; plac- 
ing at the ſame time the bal} of your right 
thumb againſt the hammer. 
Open the pan, throwing back the ham- Plate 25. 
mer with your thumb, the right elbow 


down. NESS 
| | Handle 


— —_— 


firmneſs, is a very weak poſition, from whence no other motion 


can well be made; being in itſelf as much contrary to all the rules 
of defence, or fencing, as for any one, after making a thruſt, to 


remain upon the longe : the leaſt effort made ſideways on the fire- 


lock, or the body, throws the man down, or diſarms him; nor 
can he advance, or make a puſh from it, By our method of charg- 
ing the bayonet, a man is firm againſt any ſhock, and in guard; 
having the command of his body, feet, and firelock, to uſe as he 
ſhall ſee occaſion, or opportunity, to defend himſelf, or annoy his 
enemy, or to advance upon him, if he ſhould give way. Our 
manner'of charging the bayonet ſeems to be the ſame with that 
which the Pruffans ufe in action: ſo far as we can judge, from 
the obſcure and almoſt — deſcription, given of it in the 
regulations ſor the Pruſſian infantry, printed at London in quarto 


. ; 7 Ta pag. 35. We have given no word of command for puſhing 
E 


yonet, the motion being ſo natural, that one in action can 
ſcarce avoid doing it properly; beſides no particular direction can 
be given about it, as every man muſt watch his time, and the 
opening which his enemy gives him, to make his puſh. 


« 


EXERCISE. 13 

Handle your cartridge, bringing down 
your right hand briſkly 2 your pouch, and, 
taking out a cartridge with your two fore- 
fingers and thumb, bring it up to your 
mouth, the elbow a little turned up, and 
open it, by biting off the top of the paper 
ſo as to feel the poder in your mouth; then, 
placing your thumb upon the topof the cart- 
ridge, bring it down cloſe to and even with 
the pan, the thumb uppermoſt, and, turning 
up your hand, prime by ſhaking ſome of the 
powder into the pan, place your thumb again 
upon the cartridge, and bring your two laſt 

fingers behind the hammer. 

Shut the pan with a ſhort and quick mo- 
tion, drawing down your elbow. 

Caſt back the muzzle of your firelock, 
puſhing down the butt, and ſinking it with 
your left hand as low as you can without 
conſtraint; catch the muzzle on the hollow 
of your right hand, keeping the firelock 
cloſe to your body, and preſſing the left 
hand againſt the waiſt-band ; the butt op- 
poſite to and over your left toe, the left 
| knee a little bent, ſupporting the firelock; 

the cartridge covered with the thumb held 

up cloſe to the muzzle in a line-with the 
barre}, the right elbow down. | 
| 6] Load, putting the cartridge into the bar- Plate 26. 
|t rel, the open end downwards, and puſl: it 
| down into the barrel with your fore finger, 
' | and place your fore finger and thumb on 
the thick end of the rammer. 
7 | Praw your rammer as far as you Can, Plate 27. 
. [eatching it inſtantly with your right hand, 

che thumb turned downwards, and back 0a 
| | 4-9: 008 


The MANUAL 


5 | | the hand towards you; clear it of the pipes, 
, a E and turn it immediately, bringing the butt 
S 8 8 of the rammer againſt your waiſt- belt: 


ſhorten-it, by ſlipping your hand down to 
about three inches from the end, and bring 
the butt of the rammer into the muzzle upon 
the cartridge. 14; | 
| "Slip up your hand to the middle of the Plate 28. 
rammer, and drive it down with a 
force, catch it at the muzzle, and draw it 
| out as quick and as far you can; ſcize it 
| again with your thumb downwards and 
|. | back of the hand towards you, and clearing 
it of the barrel turn your hand, and, bringing 
| {the ſmall end againſt your walſt-bele 
: ſhorten it, ſlipping your hand down within 
12 inches of the end, the fore finger up 
along the rammer, and enter the ſmall end 
of the rammer into the pipes, conductin 
it with your fore finger and thumb throug 
the ſecond pipe. | W 
9 Bring your fingers quick on the butt of 
© | the rammer, puſhing it quite down; and im- 
| mediately raiſe the firelock in your left hand, 
and bring your right hand under the Jock, 
your right hand a little below your waiſt- 
belt, ſlipping your left hand down to the 
feather-ſpring, the piece right up and down, 
and the lock outwards, your thumb on the Plate 29. 
inſide turned upwards, keeping faced to the 
right. (12) | 


No. of Motions. 


AS 


. 
— — — —— . tt 


(12) The firing and loading motions, are very little different 
from thoſe uſed by the regular troops; only we have made fewer 
of them, there being, as we have already obſerved, an exceſs in 
dividing the motions too much, as well as in leaving them too 


much 


- 


E X ER CIS E. WENT 
XXV. | x] } As in explanation 6th, motion iſt and F. 1043. 
Shoulder! 2 144 ' 1 I 3 


2 Motions g c 1 7 

Far > | 1 Join your right hand, and come to Pl. 3. & 4. 

Rk, make 2 1 reſt, as in explanation 1ſt, placing ycur | 
Read)! _ 1. right thumb upoa the cock. 

; Motions | ; | 2 Step 


11 3 —_— 


— 1 4 Ww 


much compounded. As theſe motions in the time of action, and 
za the performance of the platoon firings, are to be performed as 
quick as poflible, without any interval of time between them ; we 
have endeavoured to mark, by the ſtops directed in this explana- 
tion, the moſt eſſential motions, which ought on no acrount to be 
neglected or omitted, that the men, by being accuſtomed to make 
2 may the better remember them when they do them 


| We muſt own here, that, if there 22 of pur exerciſe 
with which we ourſelves -are not t ly ſatisfied, it is the 5th 
motion of this explanation, though we have in it copied the exer- 
ciſe of the army; but we muſt think, that the Pruſſian manner of 
coming up to their proper front, advancing the right foot before 
tte left, and bringing the firelock to the left fide, has ſomething 
in it much more graceful and 1 ; as the men by this means 
keep fronting the enemy, and take Their motions from the right, 
which is a more and proper manner: whereas this way of 
he 99. rage the frelock to the — — making a — yer right, 
ves the men an appearance of turning away from enemy, 
2 they then a hu their motions from the reat; —— 
ner likewiſe of the Pruſſians ſhoulderiag, ſrom the poſitian of load · 
ing, is very graceful and military. Had this exergiſe been deſigned 
for regular troops, we moſt certainly ſhauld have adopted the Proc. | 
ſian method; but caſe and facility was ſo much to be conſidered, 
in an exerciſe compoſed for the militia, that we were determined 
by that conſideration ; the caſting back the firelock, and afterwards 


. 


* ng the right hand u the lock andjſhoulfering from 


— 


| thence, motions which are certaioly-eafier to be fearned and 
1 the others, which require mote prattice to do 
em wen. wy 4 
VN. B. Whenever we mention the exerciſe af the army, we 
mean that which was ſet forth by authority, kgned by the adju- 
tant general, June z5th, 1757 ; it being the eſtabliſhed rule that 
the a- my is ſup to go by ; though there are few regiments 
bat what have introduced ſome variations, and particularities of 
their own, 2 : | 


16 The MANUAL | 

3 | Step back with your right foot, three feet Plate 30. 
Us E to the rear, in a direct line, and kneel 72 
x 8 upon the right knee, the toe turned inwards, 

and heel upright; the perpendicular line 

of the body falling about 12 inches 2 

the left heel, the body upright, the butt o 

| | the firelock placed at the ſame time upon the 
ground, in a line with the left heel ; upon 

_ down to the kneel you cock the 
firelock. | . 


xxvlI. II Bring down the muzzle of your piece Plate 31. 
Preſent! with both hands, ſlipping your left hand 
1 Motion. forward, as far as the ſwell of the ſtock by 
| the tail pipe, and place the butt- end in the 
| | hollow betwixt your right breaſt and ſhoul- 
der, preſſing it cloſe to you; at the ſame 
| time take your right thumb from the cock, 
placing your fore finger on the trigger, 
both arms cloſe to your body, taking good 
aim by leaning the head to the right, and 
looking along the barrel. | 


XXVIIIL. | x | Draw your trigger ſtrongly, and at once Plate 25. 

Fire! with the fore finger; and, immediately upon b 
having fired, riſe from the kneel, bringing | 
the right foot behind the left heel, as in the 
.1ſt motion of the 24th explanation, and the 
right thumb upon the cock. 
1 2] Half cock your firelock, ſtraining the 
tumbler to the half-bent with your right 
thumb, bringing down your right elbow at 
© the ſame time to add force to it. 


** 


n 


| Handle 


MIX. 
Shoulder! ! 
2 Motions 


XXX. | 


As Center 
Rank! 
make 
ready! 

3 Motions 


XXXI. 
Preſent! 
1 Motion. : 


XXXII. 
Fire! 
9 Motions 


XXXIII. 
Shoulder! 
2 Motions 


XIV. 
As Rear 


Rank! 
many 
ready! 
3 Monons 


2 


O O — 


* — 
— 


I» » 


— 
——_— 


] 


- 
A— 


55 


inches. in a direct line to the rear, 


— a — to the right of the 


7 4 * 
s 4 * . v : 14 
* ok: 9 in tion eee 
4 * 9 9 
F # * = # b $4 2 
5 1 5 of * 4 *# s > 2 ' > Tf +S TEL - & 
* * = 


ö 
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| "EXERCISE | 
Handle your cartridge. at vel 


Sue your As in explana- Plat ak 
Caſt back. tion 24th, ts * 1 


rw your rammer. 3d, 4th, gth, eth. 
Ram dowa your charge. 7 she and 2 th, 
Return your rammer. 


> reg motion tan 1 P. 10&2. 
2 


As in explanation 26thy only this ranll, PI, 
inſtead of ſtepping back three feet and“ 
kneeling, ſteps back with the right foot 18 
by that 
ging their feet juſt behind = 

front — cocking t 


28527 


means bringi 
right feet of 


abel, and i lo eee, at a 


cover. 


As in inen Inv Serre ak Plate-33) 
ront 2: 


| 


| As in explanation 6th, motion "ow p. roꝶ 2. 
2d. NN 


As in n goth, only this hank, Pl.3.& 4; 
inſtead of falling back, right { 
with their Hake feet, till their — tough 


the hinder part of the left heels of the 
right- hand men; at the ſame time bend- 
ing their right knees a little, ſo that their Plate 34+ 
bodies may be * to the intervals 
Parr I. of 


Preſent! 
1 Motion. 


XXXVI. 


Fire! 


9 Motions | 


XXXVII. 
Shoulder ! 
2 Motions 


XXX VIII : 
Rear rks, | 
cloſe to 
the front! 


| 


March! 


10 Mns. 


A 


XXXIX. 
Make 


ready 
3 Motions 


XL. 
Preſent! 


1 Motion. 


XLI. 
Fire! 
2 Motion. 


XLII. 


Charge 


your 
bayonets ! 
1 Motion. 


| | 


9 F 


feet, the rear rank makes ten 


7 


The MANUAL 
of the file-leaders and files upon the tights 


| the firelock held in the fame poſition as in 


explanation goth. 


; 0 
ö | 6 4-4 


As in explanation 28th, Fl. 10. 


17400 in explanation 6th, motion 1ſt and 
20. | 


The centre and rear ranks ſtep off to- 
gether with the left feet, the centre rank 
makes five paces, and bring up their night 
YN 
are then 


bring up their left feet ; the 
at one pace or two feet aſunder. 


The three ranks make ready rogerher 
the front rank as in explanation 2 the 
centre rank as in explanation goth, the 
rear rank as in explanation 34th. 


| As in explanation 27th, 


. 


Faving fired, the front rank riſes . all Pl. 3. 
three coming to a recover, as in expl ana- 
tion 2 34. 


As in explanation 22d. Pl. 24. 


N. B. The front rank only charges, the rear 


| ranks remain recovered. The officers obo are 


" © 


EXERCISE. if 
| in the front rank charge their, ayonets, and the 
ſerjeants their halberts. 


Bring your feet ſquare, and come to a pl. 4. 
| recover, as in explanation 23d. | 


3] The centre and rear ranks go to the 
right about, as in explanation 18th. (13) 


10 The centre and rear ranks off to- 
| gether, beginning with their left feet; the 

centre rank counts five and halts, the 
* RA H 2 rear 


— — _ 8 
4 ao OI . 4 ___- 


(13) Rear ranks take your former diſtance! March! In the mi- 
| litary way of performing this, there is more difficulty, and more 

rr the 
to ſtep off with their right or left foot, ing 
are in; and the centre rank is to attend to, 
runk, in order to when that makes 
| its own; whereas, 
together with their 


goes to the ri 
o to the right about only, on all occaſions; ſo that 

the men are not {a liable to miſtake, and cauſe a confuſion, by + 
 fome of them going about one way when they do it che 
other, as they be, if accuſtomed to both, | 


XLVI. 
Halt! 
Front! 

3 Motions 


XLVII. 
Shut your 
pans! 

4 Motions ; 


, 


| 
XLVIII. 
Shoulder! 
a Motions 


XLIX. 


_ Returnyr. |. 


bayonet! 
3 Motions 


| 


I and return it into the ſcabbard, bringi 


8 wo 


will. give the word of command 


The M AN U AL. 


rear rank counts ten paces and halts, bring - 


ing their feet ſquare. 


The centre and rear tanks come to the 
right about, as in explanation 18th. 


Come to your priming poſition, as in PL 29 
explanation 28th, motion the 1ſt, with 


| your right thumb upon the cock, 


Halt-cock, as in explanation 28th, mo- 
tion 2d, and bring your fingers behind the 
hammer, | 

Shut your pans, as in explanation 28th, 
motion 6th. 1 


Come to a recover, as in explanation 2 zd. pl. 4. 


5 As in explanation the 6th, motion 1ſt Pl. 10 & 
and 2d, 5 | 


1 As in explanation 11th, Pl. 16. & 


Sink the piece in left hand on the 8 
left ſide, with the butt behind, at the ſame | 


time catching the muzzle in the hollow of Pl. 19, 
your right hand ; let the bend of the ſhank 


| come between your thumb and fingers, and 


ſtrike it up ſtrongly z turn it to you, unfix 
. ng up 
your right hand immediately to the myzzle. 


x PI. 17. 
g As in explanation 12th. 5 10. 
| 2. 


If the men have flood long ſboulder d, and the 
commanding officer is willing to eaſe them, he 
S . 


Join 


2 Motions 


| 


5| 


E-X ER CASE. 


|. Join your right hand, eng l the e 77 


juſt below the lock, not turning it, nor ſtie- | 
5 8 from your ſhoulder. | 


uit the butt with the left hand. a | 
bring it over your right arm acroſs your 


- | bre þ reſting your left hand at the bend of 


the OP ht elbow, and let the cock of your 
reſt upon your left arm, 


To make them Ee vun be wil . 
the word of command; _ 


Place your left hand under the but a 


before explained. 


Throw your right hand down your 
_ as in explanation the 6th, *. 


If the firings have been per formal ſbith pow- . 
der, ſo that it be nec boy fo wipe Oh pans an 
hayonets, (inſtead of the 47th) be will give 
the word of ü 


Come to your priming poſition, as in pl. 25, 


explanation 28th, motion 1ſt, with your 
thumb upon the cock. 

Half- cock, as in explanation 28th, mo- 
tion 2d. 

Bring your hands to your pouch, and 
take out your wiping fag, wipe your pan, 
and bring your fingers ind the hammer. 

Shut your pans, as in explanation 28th, 
motion 6th. 

Caſt back, as in explanation 24th, mo- 


tion Sth. | 


Wipe 


22 The MANUAL, &: 
3 | 6] Wi r bayonet, and, immediately re- 
S 8 8 p curniy the rej into your pouch, bring your 
| © | 


| | right hand under the ** in explan - 
| tion 24th, motion gth. 


Snider! | x | 7 As in explanation 6th, motion 1ſt and 


N. B. It will be neceſſary, on ſome octaſions,, 
| | to fix and return the bayonets from the poſition” | 

- [of areſt; this is to be done in one motion, bring- 
| | ing the piece at once from the right ſide, into 
-'Þ | the poſition of explanation 11, motion 22, or 

- | of explanation 49, motion 3d; toben the bayonet 
| :5 fixed, or returned, you come back to your reſt 
in one motion likewiſe. ? 


» 


H. E X- 


HE 
F 6 |E 
is 
18 
16 
12 
— 
, 
1 
12 
| 
| | 
1 = 
; 
1 
| 
| \ 
I. 11 
Order | 
| fuſe! | 
3 Motions 
2 


O F 


| breadth from the ſhoulder, and keeping it 


[ 23 ] ; 
| EXERCISE Fa 


OF THE 


FICERS, 
AND THE 

MANNER or SALUTING. 
"TV HE officers are at all times to carry 

x their fuſees on their right arms, in the 
manner deſcribed in explanation 1 gth of the pl. 35. 
Manual Exerciſe ; except when they are al - 
lowed to order their fuſees, which is when 
they take their poſt in the front of their com- 
panies, or battalion :. or when they are to 


march to a conſiderable diſtance ; at which 
| time they are to carry their fuſees in their 


right hands. 041053, b5 

The officers muſt likewiſe always obſerve 
to ſtand quite ſteady and upright, caſt their 
eyes to the right, and dreſs with their bo- 
dies and fuſees in a line to the right: let 
their left hands hang down behind their 
ſwords; keep their feet in a line, their knees 
i; — * to — front; divide 
t ually, and perform all the m 
. — ſhort, — with great life.” 


Seize the fuſe with your left hand at the Pl. 36. 
ſwell of che tail-pipe, bringing it a hand's- 


upright. - _ 9 | 
Sink the fuſee with the left hand, keeps Bl gp 

ing it perpendicular, and- ſeize it HRS 

% : t . a 


II. 
Carry yr. 
fuſce on 

your right 
arm! 


3 Motions | 


III. 
Carry yr. 
ſuſee in 
your right 
hand! 
3 Motions 


= IV. 
arry yr. 
ſuſee on 


your right 
arm 


3 Motions 


| 


2 | 2d, motion 2d, of the Manual Exerciſe, - 


of your eyes. ” 
Drop 


| nation 1 3th of the Manual; you will then be 


| Seize the fuſee with the right hand, juſt Pl. 39. 


. and ſeize it with the left at the ſwell of the 


ExxRCI8SE of the OrFICeRs, and . 
right hand near the muzzle, at the height 


the butt of the fuſee on the ground l. 38. | 
by your right toe, throwing your left hand 
down by your left ſide, as in explanation 


Raiſe the fuſee with your right hand, Pl. 37. 
bringing it up as high as your eyes, and ſeize 
it with your left juſt at the ſwell of the tail - 
pipe, keeping the piece upright. | 
Raife up the piece ſo as to bring the left pl. 36. 
hand even with the hollow of your left 
ſhoulder, and ſeize it with the right hand 


behind the ſmall of the ſtock, as in expla- 


in the poſition deſcribed in the iſt motion 
of the former explanation. | 
Throw your left hand down by your left Pl. 35+ 
ſide, and come to the poſition of explana- 
tion r3th, motion 3d, of the Manval. 


As in explanation iſt, motion iſt. © I. 36. 


above the feather-ſpring, keeping the piece 
upright. . LR 
Drop the fuſee down by your right ſide in Pl. 40. 
your right hand, carrying it with the point 
of the bayonet to the front, ſloping upwards, 
and the butt to the rear, a little ſunk. 


| Raiſe up the fuſee with your right hand, pl. 38. 


tail- pipe, keeping the piece upright. 
As in explanation 2d, motion 2d. - Pl. 36. 


As in explanation 2d, motion d. Pl. 35. 
N. B. 


The Mannst of SALU re. 23 
N. B. Vben am of theſe words of cam- | 
mand are to be performed marching, you muſt 
obſerve to begin your firſt motion when you ted 
with your right foot, the ſecond when you fted 
with your left, and the third when you ſtep a- 
gain with your right foot. . This 
te When the men are cammanded to charge 
2 bayonets, as in explanation 42d of the 
| anual, or. at other time during the per- 
. formance of the rings the officers muſt 2 
change theirs, bringing the fuſee in one motion 
Fer the right arm, to the poſition of explang- | 
ion 224 in the Manual. When the men reco- 
ver their arms, the officers likewiſe come back to 
hs — former poſition of D the uſe in the 
right arm, in one motion, throwing their left 
| band dow by their fide n 1 


Seite a with our left hand at the Pl. 36. 
well of the tall. pipes bringing it a hand's- 
breadth from ths Walder — keeping it 


2 — 


No. of Motions. 


4 7 


1 T'opriokit. 
Prigit. 


tep back with the right foot a moderate Pl. 41. 
pace, or 18 inches, in a line yg? wy lf * 
heel, your right toe pointing to the tight, 

Py | 98 57 left to the as Tour: * 

ay wer ßen t; and drop the point of th 
bayonet directly to the front, within eight 

inches of the ground ; ſupporting the piece 

on the back of the left hand, holding it 

lightly between the thumb and fore finger, 

| the fingers extended, and back of the hand 

upwards; graſping the ſmall of the ſtock 

with your right hand, the right elbow 

_ | quare, at the height of the ſhoulder. | 
Bring your right- foot up ſquare, and PL 36 

| 

| raiſe up the fuſee perpendicular, as in the 

firſt motion of this explanation. 

Parr I. | I Bring 


The ſalute 
marching 
is per- 
ſormed in 
5 motions 


The MANNER of SALUTING, 


4 EE Bring your fuſee on your right arm, as Pl, 42. 


in explanacion 2d, motion ad; and put 
your left hand up to your hat, the left el- 
bow ſquaie. 1s 
Pull off your hat with your left hand, PI. 43. 
and let it hang down behind your Iword, 
taking care not to bow your head in the 
9 3 | 
The poſitions are the ſame as in the ſalute Pl. 36. 
ſtanding; it is to begin when you are at 
about ſix paces from the perſon whom you 
are to ſalute; obſerving to begin the firſt 
motion, when you ſtep with your right foot. 
The ſecond with the l 


| you to the ſecond poſition. 


After you are paſt the perſon whom you. 
have ſaluted, about ſix paces, put on y 
hat again, in two motions, | io 


Put on your hat. 


Throw your left hand down by your ſide, 


4. 


The 3d with your right, ſtepping forward 
with it, which anſwers to the third poſition. 1G! 
The fourth with the left, Pl. 36. 
The fifth with the right. \ - 8 


3 which brings Pl. 41. 


. 
o 


No. of Motions. 


_—_— 


| 


| 
| at the height of your eyes; and ſeize it with 
| the left hand, as low as you can without 
| conſtraint, keeping it it near the body. 


; Bring your halbert up before you, hold- 


Ll. 

5 I dee 304 
| THE 

HarBerT ExkRCISE. 


HE firſt poſition is that of being or- 
dered; in this poſition the halbert 
is held perpendicular on your right ſide, 


I near the body, the butt on the ground, 


even with the hollow of the right foot, and 
about four inches from it; the flat of the 
iron towards the front, and the hatchet 
part turned from you to the right, holding, 
it with the right hand, at the height of 
your ſhoulder ; the knuckles turned to the 
front, and the right arm ing from the 
hand to the elbow, cloſe by the ſtaff of the 
halbert, the left hand hanging by the left 
ſide, both ſhoulders ſquare to the front. 


ing it perpendicular, and turning the edge 
of the atchet to the front; your right hand 


Raiſe your halbert in your left hand, til! 
your hand is at the l.eight of your chin, 


| raiſing the left elbow a little; and ſeize it 


at the butt with your right hand, the back 


| of it to the front, keeping the hatchet to- 


| wards the front. - 


© Sink 


28 


III. 
Order 
your 
halbert! 

2 motions 


TV. 
Advance 
our 


halbert! - 


3 motions 


V. 
Order 
your 
halbert! 


3 motions 


VI. 
Club your 
halbe: r! 

2 motions 


| 


'H 


8 


8 


The HALBZTRT ExegRcCise. 

Sink the halbert in your left hand, and 
ſeize it with the right at the height of your 
eyes, keeping it perpendicular, and come 
to the poſition of explanation 2d, mo- 


tion 1ſt. 


Bring the halbert to your right ſide, 
turning the hatchet to the right, and drop 
the butt by your right toe, in the poſition 
of explanation 1ſt. | 
As in explanation ad, motion 1ſt and 
2d. f 
Drop your right arm down by your right 
ſide, turning. the hand fo as to bring the 
hatchet to the right, and the flat to the 


front; the halbert will then be carried up- 


right, the ſtaff againſt the hollow of your 
right ſnoulder, the right arm a little bent, 
ſupporting the halbert, throwing your left 


| hand down by your left fide. 


Bring your halbert before you, turnin 
the hatchet to the front, and, ſeizing it wk 
your left hand, come to the poſition of ex- 
planation 2d, motion 2d. 1 A 
The ſame as in explanation 3d, motiqn 
1ſt and 2d. | Wo The Wo OR] 
Turn your halbert with your right hand, 
keeping it faſt, ſo that the ſpear be down- 
wards, and the butt uppermoſt; and bring 
it oppoſite to your left ſhoulder, ſeizing it, 
at the ſame time, with the left hand, half a 
foot above the hatchet, and holding it per- 


| pendicularly at two good hand's-breadrhs 


from the body; the right hand to be on a 


level with the elbow, which is to be ares 


| 


The HAT RT ExzRc158, 


per the flat of the len ts the front, and the 


— to the left. 
Let the ſtaff of the halbert fall on the 


es ſnoulder, and throw ig e hand 


eue by your fide. 


[Raiſe the balbert abe h ht PIP! two 
err $ breadths, and ſeize it back hand- 
ed with the right hand, at the height of 
your chin, turning the thumb downwards, 


5 the knuckles towards you, and come, to the 


poſition of explanation 6th, motion i ſt. 

Turn your halbert with your right hand, 
bringing the ſpear uppermoſt, and the 
hatchet to the right, come to an order 
as in explanation 1ſt. 

When the men charge their bayonets, as 
in explanation 42d of the Manual, or at any 
other time during the performance of the 
firings, the ſerjeants in the front rank muſt 
likewiſe, charge their halberts, which is 


done from an advanced halbert in one mo- 


_ by puny k with the right foot a 
moderate pace, bending the left knee a lit- 


| tle, and keeping the right hand faſt at the 


butt; at the ſame time ſeizing it with your 
left hand at the height of the ſhoulder, 
bring down your halbert to your right ſide; 


above the aiſt · belt, preſſing the ſtaff a- 
| gainſt the body; the halbert being preſen- 
ted to the front, in a ſlope upwards, the 
| point as high as your breaſt, ſupporting it 


firmly with yotr left hand, and graſpi — it 
ee the left arm and elbow 
ce . 


When 


» 
% * 
29 


it is done from the poſition of 
the ſame manner, as the —.— the frelock; 
in explanation 3d of the Manual Exerciſe; to take 
it up again is the ſame as in explanation 4th of the 


The HarBeRrT ExERCI1SE. : 
When the officers ſtand with their fuſees ordete 


the ſerjeants are to order their halberts. Whe. a : 
the officers carry their fuſees on the right arm, the 
ſerjeants are to carry their halberts advanced. 


When the officers carry their fuſees in the right 


hand, the ſerjeants are to carry their halberts club- 


bed. When there is occaſion to CR 0p 12! 
n 


Mah Exerciſe, 


The End of Pax I, 


* 


-- o® 


r 
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DiRECTIONs tothe OFFICERS about 

the ME THoD of teaching the EXE R- 
CISE. 


[ K E ſhall now proceed to give a few rules 
Wand directions, with reſpe& to the me- 


thods of teaching the militia- men the 
ſeveral parts of the exerciſe, in the beſt 
and eaſieſt manner; in doing this, we ſhall endea- 
vour to point out thoſe parts, which, in our practice 
of teaching, we have obſerved to be the moſt diffi- 
cult and embarraſſing to raw men, who for the firſt 
time have arms put into their hands; and in which 
they are moſt apt to fail, and commit miſtakes : And 
likewiſe indicate thoſe methods, which we have ob- 
ſerved to ſucceed the beſt for their inſtruction. 

1 We muſt, in the firſt place, recommend to all 
gentlemen, who intend to act as militia officers, to 
arm themſelves with a great deal of patience, as 
they muſt expect to find many of the countrymen 
infinitely aukward and ſtiff, eſpecially thoſe who are 
turned of thirty years of age, and have been uſed 


to very hard labour. Theſe (though willing and 
attentive) cannot eaſily ug their limbs to _—_— 
W 


Directions to the Officers about the +» 
what they are taught, although they perfectly com- 
prehend it. In others they will find a great want of 
apprehenſion. and memory, and an amazing dfficul- 
ty of underſtanding, and retain things and ideas that 
are new to them, and different from what they have 
been uſed to from their cradle. Others again ate lazy, 
careleſs; and want attention. FTheſe are certainly ve 
diſagreeable circumſtances, and mult often put 4 
officer's temper to hard trials; but the beſt, and we 
may ſay the only way, to overcome theſe difficulties, 
is to be cool and ſedate, and to teach the men with 
great good-nature and gentleneſs ; at the ſame time, 
however, keeping up ſuch a kind of deportment and 
behaviour, as will ſhew them that they. are under. 
the command of a ſuperior, and inſpire them with 
reſpect. For (whatever indulgence an officer ought 
to mY for involuntary or accidental faults and de- 
fects) we mult recommend to all the carefully ſup- 
porting their dignity and authority; and when any 
of the men are wilfully, careleſs, negligent,. or in- 
ſolent, always to have them puniſhed according to the 
directions of the acts; and to keep up to the ſtrictneſs of 
diſcipline, as eſtabliſhed by law; at leaſt never to ex- 
cuſe, but on proper ſubmiſſion and interceſſion. This, 
though it may be attended, in ſome caſes, with a little 
preſent trouble to the officers, will certainly prevent 
a deal more in the end; for, by an ill- judged indolent 
lenity, they will ſoon loſe all command over e 
men, and find it impoſſible to make them atteni 
learn as they ſhould do; nor ought they to imagine, 
that the ſupporting their authority in a proper man- 
ner, by ſometimes making an example of ſuch as 
really deſerve it, will at al leſſen the eſteem and 


attachment of the men for them; but rather the 
contrary ; as they will then ſee, that, when they 
are treated with mildneſs and good-nature; it does 

| 85 not 


9 idk 4 ww _— LM — —_— 


quiet way of proceeding, and by ſhowing 


Method' of teaching the Exerciſe. 
not proceed from weakneſs, or want of ſpirit in 
their officers, but from ſity and humanity. 
But then all this is to be 4 f | 


one without ſhewing any 
paſſion,. or uſing any harſh language to the men, 
much leſs ſtriking them; which will not only inſpire 
them with a diſlike and an averſion to the ſervice, 
but ſome of them, by being treated with roughneſs. 
and violence, will be quite confounded, and render- 
ed incapable of learning any thing at all, and even 
forget what they already know. — by a calm 
— ſe 
parately and diſtinctly, what it is that is 
from them, and what they are to do; never leaving 
them till they have got a clear idea of it; by de- 
grees the aukward will improve, the dull compre- 
hend, and the inattentive be taught to obſerve, and 
mind their buſineſs. 
III. And here we cannot forbear earneſtly re- 
commending a thing, which, though it may not at 
firſt appear to be a matter of importance; is never - 
theleſs very much ſo: That is for the militia officers 
always to appear themſelves, at the places and times 
of exerciſe, in as complete order, and as exactly 
dreſſed in their _ ntals, with their ſwords, ſaſhes, 
and gorgets, as if they were to mount guard at a 
— and at the ſame time uſe their utmoſt 
endeayours to inſpire the militia: men, with a love of 
neatneſs and decency; and inſiſt on their ſerjeants and 
private men always coming to exerciſe, as clean and 
well dreſſed as their circumſtances will permit. The 
officers of the well know the ſtreſs 
there is to be laid on this, however trifling it may 


ſem; and that is a known maxim; that a man who 


does not take delight in his own. perſon; and is not 
neat in his dreſs; arms, and accoutrements, never 
makes a good ſoldier. Perhaps, it may not be exag- 
| AS ::: gerated 


— 


am” 


4 Directions to the Officers about the 


d to ſay, that one of the moſt important parts 
Vid. Pruſſian of the Pruſſian diſcipline, is the ſtrift attention they 
Regulations give to the dreſs and cleanlineſs of the men; this they 
— 1 indeed carry to what we, perhaps, may call an ex- 
> j ceſs; but it certainly contributes not a little to the 
making them ſuch excellent troops. However, that 

be, ſome degree of attention to it is certainly 
quiſite, even in a militia," as it tends to inſpire the 
men with ſentiments of reſpect for the ſervice and 
their officers; and this can be no better brought 
about, than by the officers ſetting the example in 
their own perſons. Mankind in general, and the 
vulgar eſpecially, are greatly captivated and taken 
with ſhow and parade; and when the common men 
ſee that their officers treat the affair of exercifing, and 
the reſt of their duty, with a certain ceremony and 
decorum, they will do the ſame, and be attentive 
and diligent ; but if they find that their officers are 
careleſs and indolent, and do their duty in a negli- 
gent ſlovenly manner, they will. infallibly imitate 

them. ; PETS 

IV. We hope, that our brother officers of the 
militia will not take amiſs theſe few hints, which 
we have given them by way of caution ; or attribute- 
it to our affecting a magiſterial and didactic way of 
expreſſing ourſelves: Any thing of that nature is far 
from our intentien or thou as we are very ſenſi- 
ble of the many imperfections of our work, and 
many points there are, in which we ourſelves 
want to be inſtructed ; but we could not forbear men- 
tioning ſuch things as experience has proved to be 
very material, and of whoſe importance, gentlemen, 
who are unuſed to military affairs, may not be fo 
thoroughly ſenſible, We will now proceed: to ſuch 
general rules as are neceſſary to be obſerved in the 
teaching of all exerciſe whatſoever; and afterwards 


| | Method of teaching the Exerciſe, 
give ſome particular directions, as to thoſe peculi- 
arities in our militia exerciſe, which principally re- 
quire the attention of the officers, to make the men 
perform them with accuracy. 

V. The firſt thing the officers are to attend to, as 
a matter of the utmoſt importance, and abſolutely 
eſſential to the teaching the men well, is to accu- 
ſtom them to obſerve a profound ſilence when under 
arms : never ſuffering them to talk, or even ſpeak 
a word on any account; but obliging them to give 
an entire attention to the officer who exerciſes them. 
The officers muſt never relax in their care and at- 
tention to this point, it being impoſſible to teach 
the men roperly without it. Perhaps, no nation is 
more faulty in that reſpect than our own ; and even 
our regulars are very ſeldom ſo ſilent and attentive 
as they ought to be; and yet, though the difficulty 
of making a militia obſerve a proper ſilence appears 
to be much greater; we can aſſert from experience, 
that by a conſtant attention in the officers to ſtop 
the very firſt beginning of noiſe or talking among 
the men, it may in a great meaſure be accompliſh- 
ed, and that by mild and gentle reproofs only. 

VI. The performing the exerciſe well or ill de- 
pends a good deal on the manner in which the 
very of command are given; for which reaſon it 
. 4 every officer, in exerciſſing 
ſhould A wi to . ks | 1 

"1ſt. To ſtudy well the compaſs of his voice, and 
take care not to overſtrain it, which will render him 
ſoon hoarſe; nor to get above its pitch, which will 
give it a very diſagreeable tone. 

2d. To deliver the words of command olear and 


ſtrong ; pronouncing every word diſtinctly, that the 
meh may underſtand them, 1 not miſtake one for 


another; the words Preſent and Fire eſpecially ſhould 


always be delivered as loud and as ſhort as poſſible. 
3d. To- 


6 Directions 1o the Officers about the 
hs zd. To make his ſtops and pauſes (when the w 
of command is too long to be pronounced in © 
breath;) in a proper manner ; Jaying the emphaſis 
on the words which expreſs the nature of what is 
to be done. Such pauſes will greatly aſſiſt the men 
when judiciouſly made, by giving them time to think 
what they are to do, before the word of command is 
fully delivered: We have endeavoured by the punCtu, 
ation, to mark when theſe ſtops ſhould be made. 
- 4th. To make proper pauſes between the different 
words of command, that the men may have time 
to mind what they are about; and conſider what is 
to be performed next. 
sth. Carefully to avoid getting any particular drawl 
or affected tone; which is a fault that a great many 
have, who ſeem rather to imitate a chant, than 
endeavour to ſpeak artitulately or intelligibly. | 
VII. The men are always to turn their heads, 
and look to their right (1.) taking their motions fron 
the right-hand man; holding their heads up; 
are not to be ſuffered to caſt down their eyes, nor 
look on the ground. This is a thing which muſt 
be very much attended to, as without it they never 
can be brought to perform their motions in time 
ia. Pralan if. dhe men mult be their erde ft 
or . the men mu taught their exerciſe by 
OI degrees ; to ſhew them the whole at once will 58 
try, p. 5. chap. confaund them, it being impoſſible for them either 
4. Art, xi, to comprehend or retain it. The officers likewiſe muſt 
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1 


or appearance. Indeed, every man, in looking to the right, 
left, Roule turn his head enough to ſee the > y of the man dus 
3s next to him. The doing this will occaſion them to hold 
their heads. g ö 4 F 3 ins leg wane”: 


* 
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hot be deſirous of putting the men too forward, by 
making them do 118 6 the exercife thatt they can 
go trough perfectly and accurately. 

IX. The motions muſt at firft be ſhewn them, 
ſeparately and diſtinctly; giving them the wort Two, 
or Three (according to the number of the motion) as. 
a ſignal when it ſhould be begun; and not ſuffering 
them to do it, till that is given: making them ſtop 
between each motion, till every Falſe a. attitude and 
poſition is remafked and corrected. By this me- 
thod, though it may at firſt ſight appear a little 
tedious, the officers will find, that their men will 
be raught with a great deal more eaſe, and in leſs 
time than by any other; as they will then be perfect 
in every thing that they do, and not forget what 
they have learned on one day of exerciſe, before the- 
next comes again; as will be the caſe, if they are 
not thoroughly grounded, and made perfect in every 
particular motion. 

X. At firſt they muſt be divided into ſquads of 
four on ſix men each, putting as much as poſſible 
ſuch together in a ſquad as are of an equal degree- 
of proficiency ; when many of them can perform 
tolerably, it will be proper to exerciſe them together 
in a ſingle rank; leaving off the words Two, Three, 
and pas 12h them take their motions from a man- 
advanced in the front; who muſt likewiſe make them 
good pauſes between each motion, that the officer 
may have time to remark and correct whatever is 
amiſs. After they can do well in this manner, it 
will be proper (and not till then) to exerciſe them in 
three ranks. 

XI. The firſt thing neceſſary to be taught the 
men is the diſtinction bet ranks and files; ex- 
plaining to them, that by the. word Rank is meant 
a woes, 4 of .men — ſide by ſide in a ä 


+4 #+ 


Directions to the Officers about the 
and even line from right to left; and by the word 
File, a number of men ranged in an exact line 
behind one another, or (in the military Phraſe) 
from front to rear (777. 

XII. The rank is diſtinguiſhed into right flank, 
left flank, and centre. The foremoſt or front man 
in the file is called the file- leader. 

XIII. To have the exerciſe well performed, it is 
in a particular manner Fin ny, that the ranks and 
files ſhould be as ſtraight and even as poſſible; 
the men therefore muſt-be taught always to dreſs 
(3) their ranks, from the right and the files to cover 
well their file leaders. The greateſt attention is to 
be given to this, and to accuſtom the men to do it 
of themſelves at all times, both in exerciſing, and in 
the performing of the firings and evolutions, 

1 1 XIV. Great 


* 
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(2.) A rank therefore, by being faced to the right or left, may 
hecome a file, : and in the ſame meuner's file may ood a rank; 

in the true and proper acteptation and meaning e. words. 
Though ſome of bur Engliſh military writers have not always uſed 
them with exact preciſion, and call the marching of a body of men 
by the flank marching by files; which is not ſtrictly proper, what 
were files, being then become ranks. However, it is a method of- 
ſpeaking ſo generally uſed, we ſhall conform to it, in our direc- 
tions and explanations, that our readers may not be confounded in 
reading other books on the ſdbjec t. 8 
By a file is likewiſe generally meant fix men; and by half a ſile 
three this was when the battalions were drawn up fix deep, but 
now a file is properly only three men; and we ſhall uſe the word 
in that ſenſe. | | h 
(3.) Dreſſing the rank is a military term, taken from the French 
Redreſſer, which ſignifies to ſtraighten any thing that is crooked ; 
and means bringing the ranks ſtraight, and to an even front. The 
term of Covering is applied to the files, and means the placing 
the men in a file, ſo as to be exactly behind one another, in a line 
from the front to the rear; @that they may cover one another, 
when looked at from either, W 
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XIV. Great care muſt be taken, that the men 


of all carefully taught to keep them even and ſteady 


upon their ſhoulders, as directed in the firſt part of 


the explanation of the manual exerciſe. 

XV. That the firelocks, when ſhouldered, may be 
exactly dreſſed in rank and file; the men mult keep 
their bodies upright, and in full front; and not 
have one ſhoulder forwarder than the other. 

XVI. It is one of the greateſt perfections in exer- 


ciſing, to have all the firelocks carried ſo exactly 


even, and the motions performed ſo true, that in 
the looking from the right or left of a rank, you 


can ſee, as it were, but one firelock : and the ſame 


ſtanding in front to a file, each piece covering the 
others exactly. 5 Weg” of 
XVII. The diſtances between the files muſt be 
equal, and not greater than from arm to arm, that 
the men may have juſt room to perform their mo- 
tions; the diſtance allowed is nearly two feet for each 
man in exerciſing : In marching and wheeling, about 
twenty one inches. | "of 
XVIII. The men muſt be taught to perform 
thing that they do with great lite, and the ſhorteſ 
way ; keeping their pieces always near to the body, 
without making any wide motions ; and, at the end of 
every motion, to ſtand perfectly ſtill and ſteady, with- 
cout ſtirring in the leaſt. - | 
XIX. In the performance of the manual exerciſe 
the men muſt wait well between the motions, and'do 
them together, counting one, two, very ſlowly be- 
tween every one. e 


XX. No motion muſt be begun, till the word of 


command is fully pronounced. © _ | 
XXI. As in our exerciſe there are fome actions, 
which are as it were the counterpart of one 6 
| | | Rt an 


carry their arms well; they muſt therefore be firſt 
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and the poſitions the very ſame, only in a different 
order; it will greatly facilitate the teaching of men, 
to make them learn thoſe which are moſt ſimilar to 
one another, at the ſame time. They ſhould there- 
fore be taught firſt to reſt, then to ſhoulder, till 
they can do thoſe two actions perfectly true and well: 
then to order, and reſt again, which are counterparts 
of one another; then to ground and take up; then to 
carry the firelock on the right arm, and ſhoulder; 
next to ſecure; and fix, and return their bayonets; 
theſe three actions having two motions out of three 
exactly the ſame; and laſtly to club, and ſhoulder 


again... | 


O 


XXII. When they can do all the actions tolerably 
well, it will be right to vary the words of command ; 
and not always give them in the ſame order as they 
ſtand in the manual exerciſe, (that being only in- 
tended to comprehend all the different actions in a 
regular ſuite,) but irregularly ; to accuſtom them to 
be attentive to the words of command only; and not 


do things mechanically, and merely by memory, 
XXIII. The officers mult be very attentive, to ſee 


that the men perform all their motions perfectly 


true; making the ſtops exactly at the time and in the 
manner, directed in the explanations of the manual ex- 
erciſe ; in doing of which, it will be neceſſary to give 
attention to the following points, which are thoſe 
that the men are moſt apt to fail in. | 
1. Inf grounding, to teach them to turn the piece 
on the thick or upper part of the butt only, _ not 
on the under; and caution them not-to ſlip their right 
hand down too low in grounding, but only near the 
third loop ; otherwiſe the weight of the barrel will 
overpoiſe the butt, and raiſe it from the ground 
the ſame precaution is to be obſerved in taking up the 
firelock; the turning the barrel behind, and the 
| bring 
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bringing it up exactly in a line with the right toe, will | 
be difficult, if they turn it on the lower part of the 
butt. | 

2. To take care that they ground their firelocks 
exactly ſquare to the front, -and lay the pieces pa- Expl. 3. Mot. 
rallel with one another; the men are apt to incline tt. 
them to the right, if not cautioned againſt it. 

. In ſhouldering, to take care that the men do not Expl. 6. Mot. 

make any wide motions, nor advance their left hand 1ſt. 
too far from the left ſide when they bring it under the 
butt, which is a fault they are very apt to commit. 

4. In clubbing, to cauſe the men to. bring the 
barrel of the firelock forward, drawing the butt un- Expl. 7. Mot. 
der their left arm ſo as to bring it between them 2d. 
and their left-hand man. The ſame precaution to be 
uſed in ſhouldering from a club; without which they 
will be apt to hit and hurt one another, which they 
never will, by r rule. 

5: In ſecuring to obſerve, that the men throw Expl. gy Mot. 
down their firelocks exactly in a line, and the muz- 3% 
zles at an equal diſtance from the ground: and not 
bend their heads or bodies forward, but keep their 
S2 the lock, and the arm à little 

nt. 

6. In teaching the men to fix their bayonets, firſt of Expl. 11. Mot. 
all to ſhow, each of them ſeparately, how a bayonet is zd. 
fixed, and how the notches correſpond with the ſight 
on the barrel ; taking care that he ſeizes the bayonet 
at firſt with the thumb over the bend of the ſhank, as 
directed in explanation 14; and make him fix and 
unkix it | times, till he perfectly comprehend 
the manner of it. He will then eaſily do it in the 
time of one motion; it being done only by bring- 
ing the notch over the gh and turning it to the | 
left, or from him, pre — it down at the ſame 
time. To unfix, they muſt be taught to ſtrike the 


B 2 bayonet 


12 


Expl. 16, 17, 


18, 19, 20, 
21. 


Expl. 22. 
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bayonet up ſtrongly, and turn it to the right, or to 
them, lifting it up at the ſame time. | 

7. To take particular care, that the men perform 
their facings with great exactneſs, and in each mo- 
tion place their feet in a right poſition ; which they 


will be apt to neglect; and to caution them conti- 


nually never to move their left heels off from the 
ground, as the doing that, varies their ſituation, 
and breaks the order of the ranks and files. 

8. In charging bayonets, to take care that the men 
do not ſtep too far back, but ſtand eaſy and firm 
on their legs; and that the bayonets be dreſſed ve- 


ry exactly, both as to height, and degree of incli- 


Expl. 24. 


Expl. 24. Mot. 


Iſt. 


nation or ſlope upwards; to do which they muſt 


2 the right hand firm againſt the ſide, the 


nuckles reſting on the top of the hip-bone. 

9. The priming and loading being ſo eſſentiala pa 
of the exerciſe, the moſt particular attention m 
be given, that the men be very exact in it; making 
the ſtops, at the end of each motion, preciſely in 


the manner directed in the explanations: and that 


they perform every one of the motions with the 
greateſt accuracy; neither omitting or adding any, 
but doing them exactly according to the directions 
there given. | 

10. In the firſt motion, to ſee that they come to a 
proper poſition ; bringing the piece cloſe under the 
right · breaſt, and the - butt juſt under their right 
arm- pit; keeping the left elbow down and preſſed 
againſt the body, which helps them greatly in ſup- 
porting the piece; the muzzle muſt be raiſed enough 
to be no inconvenience to the men in the ranks be- 
fore them, but not ſo high as to endanger the fall- 
ing out of the priming. - br 


Ta 


Method of teaching the Exerciſe. 
11. To make them to be very exact in the motion of 
taking out the cartridge, biring it, and keeping the 
open end upwards, ſo that the powder may not fall 
out; and take care that they prime well. 

12. To make them take care in ſhutting the pan, 
that they do it effectually; and not offer to caſt. 
about, *till they are fare that it is ſhut z otherwiſe 
when the pan goes a little hard, they will continual- 

ly fail of ſhutring it, and loſe their priming. | 
13. To make — ſtop when they have caſt about, 
and be very exact in performing the following mo- 
tions of loading; obſerving, that they turn the hand, 
to put the open part of the cartridge downwards. 

14. To be very exact and minute, in teaching them 
this motion; and particularly the ſeizing the ram- 
mer back-handed, and drawing it out at once; and 
not let them (as they will be apt to do,) omit the 
ſnortening the rammer againſt the waſt- belt, and 
take care that they bring the butt of the rammer 
well into the banel, | 

15. The ramming down is very eſſential to be well 
done; with iron rammers, the driving the rammers 
down once ſtrongly, will be ſufficient ; but, with 
wooden ramrods, there muſt be a ſtroke or two, to 
ram down the cartridge, but done very quick care 
mult be taken that the men, in returning the ram- 
mers, enter them far enough into the pipes, ſo as 
to be within the point of the bayonet, and not 
endanger their hands in returning them home in the 
next motion. . | W l, 

16. To make them, in ſhouldering, come briſkly up 
to the proper front; and obſerve, that in doing it 
they do not ſtir the left heel, which is to be kept taſt; 
1 they will loſe their proper ſituation in the 
rank. EPFL #51 | 
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To 
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Mot. 3d. 


Mot. 4th. 


Mot. 5th. 


Mot. 6th. | 


Mot. 7th. 


Mot. Sch. 


Mot. gth. 


Expl. 25. Mot. 
. 


l 
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Expl. 26. Mot. 17. To make them kneel far enough back with the 


3d. 


right knee, in coming down as front rank; the men 
being very apt to keep their right knee too cloſe to 
the left heel, which throws them into a conſtrained 
poſture, and prevents their keeping the body up- 
right; the butts are all to be dreſſed in a line, even 
with the left toes, and the pieces kept perfectly per- 
pendicular. ä a 

18. To take care that they level well in preſenting; 
the muzzle rather low, and the pieces all dreſſed even 
and at the ſame height; and to ſee that they bring 
the butt well againſt the hollow of the ſhoulder, 
neither above nor below it. | 

19. Frequently to make them recover their arms, 
when they have preſented, and expect the word Fire; 
and obſerve and reprimand ſuch, as pull the.trig- 
ger without the word of command being given. 
This is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to accuſtom 
them to keep their fire *till commanded, and is what 


muſt be conſtantly practiſed. When you give the 


word Fire, give it with a loud voice, and pronounce 
it as ſhort as poſſible: When it is given in another 
manner, the men ſeldom or never fire tolerably; and 

often a diviſion or platoon is found fault with 
for firing ill, when the blame ſhould be laid on the 
officer that gives the word of command. | 


20. Take carelikewiſe to make the men pull their 


triggers ſtrongly and at once; and as ſoon as they 
have fired, come briſkly up to their priming poſi- 
tion ; obſerving. that they come to a true attitude, 
and place their feet in a right ſituation, and that in 
half-cocking they ſtrain the tumbler to the half-bent 
only, raw men being apt to cock, which is a fault 
that may be attended with dangerous conſe» 
quences, | 


In 
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21. In making ready as centre and rear ranks, the Expl. 30, 34 
chief thing to be attended to, is the making men 
ſtep back, or to the right, exactly in the manner di- 
rected in the Explanations; which they will be apt to 
neglect: and to make them keep their pieces up- 
right to a good recover, and not preſent till 
word for it is given, Theſe points are to be likewiſe 
carefully attended to, when the three ranks make 
ready together in cloſe order. | 

XXIV. As this is the moſt important part of the 
manual exerciſe, being that which it is not only 
highly uſeful, but indiſpenſably neceſſary for op | 
to be well ſkilled, and thoroughly practiſed in, for 
to enable them to enter into actual ſervice ; the of- 
ficers ought to ſpare no pains nor aſſiduity, in teach- 
ing the men, and exerciſing them in it. Falſe mo- 
tions or irregularities in the other parts of the manual 
exerciſe are faults, rather from their being defor- 
mities, and taking off from the uniform and elegant 
appearance of troops, than from any great incon- 
venience that can immediately ariſe from them; but, ) 
in that part which relates to the firing and loading, 
no fault can be committed, or falſe motion made, 
without a manifeſt inconvenience or danger. For 
this reaſon, when the men have gone through the 
other parts of the exerciſe, and can do them to a 
certain degree of perfection; it will be proper to 
make them chiefly apply to the firing and loading 
motions, and practiſe them almoſt ſolely ; doing 
juſt enough of the other parts of the exerciſe, to 
keep them from forgetting, and lofing what they 
have already learned; but employing much the 
greateſt part of the times of exerciſing in the fir- 
ings, and in marching and wheeling. They muſt 
at firſt be taught this part of the exerciſe, in the - 
ſame manner as the others ; for which we have 8 a 
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full directions; but when they are ſo far proficients, 


as to be able to do their motions with exactneſs, 
taking their time from the man that is advanced in 


the front; the rear ranks muſt then be cloſed up, 


and- they muſt be made to go through the firing and 
loading, ſeveral times in cloſe order; but ſtill giving 


the ſame time between the motions as before, and 
taking it from the man in the front; and the offi- 


cers muſt obſerve, that the men perform every mo- 
tion regularly and accurately, particularly the men in 
the centre and rear ranks, who will be moſt apt to 
neglect, and commit faults, eſpecially as they are a 
little crouded. When they are become expert in 


this, which they will ſoon be, they muſt be inſtruct- 


ed in the manner of platoon firing, and firſt of all 
of all taught to make ready at once, joining all the 


three motions together; that is to ſay, making ſcarce 


any ſenſible pauſe between them, but nevertheleſs per- 
forming every one of them diſtinctly. They then mult 
be taught to go through all the reſt of the motions 


of the twenty-fourth Explanation in the ſame manner; 


carefully obſerving, that they do not omit nor alter 
any part of them; it will therefore at firſt be = 
per, to make them do it by a few at a time, ſo as 


to be able more eaſily to detect any falſe motion; 


and then let them do it with the ranks at open or- 
der, that the centre and rear ranks may be better 
obſerved and attended to. Strict cautions muſt be 
given them about this, and they muſt be told, that 
though they are to make no ſtops, or give any ſenſible 
time between the motions z yet that they are by no 
means to hurry themſelves, nor ſtrive which ſhall 
have done ſooneſt ; but perform every motion exact- 
ly as taught them at firſt ; only not wait for one ano- 
ther till after the ninth motion; when they muſt 
op, till the word be given to ſhoulder ; which 1 
i m 


* 
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muſt do all together. When they can go through 

all the motions with quickneſs and regularity, then 

cloſe the rear ranks to the front, and make them 

make ready and fire; firſt one file, or two at a time, 


taking care that each rank comes to its proper poſi- 
2 making ready: then by five be ſix files, 
and after that by diviſions: but of the manner of 
doing this we ſhall ſay more in another place, when 
we come to treat of the platoon firings. = _ 
XXV. When, in order to eaſe the men, the word 
of command to their arms is given; which 
it will be very e. do, whenever they are 
marching or practiſing any of 1 or evo- 
lutions; the o muſt take care to make them bring 
their right hands enough acroſs their bodies, towards 
the left ſide, and . with 
their left arm; by doing this, they may carry the 
= Ys as upright d even, as when ſhoulder- 


ed. | | 
XXVI. After performi firings with pow- 
der, it will be 2 ary — Fes | | 
lar care, that the bayonets are wiped very clean; | | 
and not ſuffer them to be returned, whilſt any dirt 
or ſoil of the powder remains upon them, which Will 
not only cauſe them to ruſt, but alſo ſpoil the ſcab- 
bard, 2 as to tender it impoſſible to keep the bay · 
onets clean ever after. 4 

XX VII. It will be frequently. proper, in exerci- 
fing the-men in the 8 cloke order, to make 
them fire a general "diſcharge, coming up after it to 


a recover #s in explanation 41. of the Manual; and 
immediately to give them the words, March! March! 
making them advance in that manner ſeveral paces 
briſkly by the double ſtep, the drum rg 
the grenadiers march; then give them the word, 
Charge your bayonets 4 which the front 


rank 
muſt 
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front rank at once coming to a recover; and imme- 


tention nor pains for that the 
and beauty of all 3 


1 
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| muſt immediately charge their bayoners, as they ſtep 


with their left feet; and keep moving on briſkly in 
that poſition, paſſing their right feet before the lei 
and keeping the body half - ſaced to the right; the 
rear ranks remaining recovered, end cloſing well up 
to the front rank. At the word Halt ! they halt, the 


diately the whole primes and loads. | 
XX VIII. Lou may then face them to the right 
about, and make them - retire back again . lowly, 


the drum beating the retreat; and then face them 


again as before; but this — — or vari · 
ed, at the diſcretion of the con ing officer. 


i "FOI 


CHAP. II. 


Rutss and DixecTions for Marxcning, 


„ — 
—_W—— 


— — — — — — — — — 


Azr. 1. Of Marching fraight fir nerd. and 
4 Deſcription of the PRuss1Aan STEP. 


I. . . 


men as perfect in it as 


poſſible, and ſpare 500 


Rules and Directions for Marching. 
Saxe, who was undoubtedly an excellent writer on 
military affairs, as well as a great general; ſays ex- 
preſsly, that the principal moſt material part of 
all exerciſe is the teaching ſoldiers to uſe their legs 
properly, and not their arms (1,): That is to ſay; 
the accuſtoming them to march in exact order and 
regularity, keeping a true time, and as it were a 
muſical cadence in their ſteps. He adds, that who- 
ever does not follow this method, is ignorant of even 
the firſt elements bf the art of war. We have before 
obſerved, that he takes this to have been the great ſe- 
eret of the diſcipline of the antients; and it ſeems 
to be likewiſe a principal part of that of the Pruſ- 
ſians (2.). The old method of marching was 15 


2 * 3 


3 1 
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1.) We will ao out of Saxe's Reveries in the origi- 
4 — * may be the better underſtood, the 0 
Arms, having an equivocal ſenſe in Engliſh : 

Le principal de Pexercice font les Jamber, et non pas les bro: : 
« eſt dans amber que ſt tout le ſecret des manceuvres des 
a combats; et c'eſt avx jamber qu'il ſaut g addreſſer: quiconque 
« fait autrement, eſt un ignorant, et nen eſt pus ſealement aux ele- 
% mens de'ce quon apelle le metier de la guerre. p | 

(2.) Since the note in egos he her be K 


nious and learned friend (Mr. B. Stillingfleet, who has lately 
liſhed ſome Miſcellaneous Trafts, upon ſeveral very curious and 
intereſting points of natural _— phyſic, &c.) has been fo ob- 
liging as to communicate to us paſſages as he | 
in the Greek and Latin authors, re RET 

own 


ade of muſic in war z which we wi | 
—_— — a mind to exa- 


of mili uity, with a little more accuracy, 
. 2 err marching in ca- 
% dence pam me in mind, that in my Milton I had a note upon 
« the following pale: | aaa 3 
. On they move | | 4 
. « Tn perſeck Phalanx, to the Dorian mol 
« Of flutes und oft recotders. Purad. Loft, Book i. v. 543. 4 
e 4 And 
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lift up the legs and feet high, and make ſhort ſteps, 


ſetting the feet hard down to the ground. Of late 


our troops, as well as thoſe of other nations, have be- 


n to practiſe the Pruſſian ſtep and manner of 
Cre we ſhall give, therefore, a few general 


rules for the doing of it. 


II. The manner of performing this ſtep is by 
carrying the foot directly forward with a. ſtraight 
knee, near and almoſt parallel to the ground; the 
balance of the body is to be kept back on the leg 
that is behind, making as it were a momentary 

. t 5 pauſe, 


« And there I found quoted Thucyd. lib. v. and Cicero Tuſcul. 
„lib. ii. §. xvi. Aul. Gel. lib. i. chap. ii. Xenophon de Lace- 
% -dzm, Republica. Plutarch ſays they marched to the ſound of 
«« pipes, in order to make a more ſolemn and terrible ap ance, 
« and that they might keep their ranks the better. er. Max, 
„lib. ii. chap. vi. ſays the fame. Ageſilaus in his _ 

„ alludes to this uſe of muſic in war. Lucian de Saltat,. lays,: 
e that the Lacedemonians perform every thing muſically, Infos. 
% much that they march to battle with meaſured 

by the pipe, which gives the ſign of onſet; And er and- 
regularity proceeding from thence have made them always victo- 


- 4 rious. N. B. J have tranſlated av«c by the general word, Pipe, 


« which is commonly tranſlated Flute; but, from a paſſage in a 
« ſcholiaſt on Pindar, I have eee to —_ the _ Was an 
««. znftrument analogous to our hautboys. Maximus Tyrius Orat. 
«« xxi. mentions this cuſtom, and Clemens Alexand:inus, lib. . 


„ chap. iv. and Quintil. lib. i. c. xvi. and Nicolaus apud Sta- 


.<« bzum who ſays, there always attended upon the king ſooth- 
e ſayers, phyſicians, and pipers, who in the battle ſupplied the 
place of trumpeters. Polybius in fin. lib. ii. Ariſtides Quintil. 
e de Muſica, lib. ii. With the $ $ 2 had a view. to 
«« war; and it was, I ſuppoſe, for this » that they were ſo 


careful to preſerve their old muſic, which was calculated for . 


„that end, and for that only; they. ſaw their neighbours. get 
« into a ſtyle that rather ſerved to render them eſfeminate and 
« delicate, than to make them terrible to their enemies; thus 
«« Plutarch ſays, that they allowed of none but the ſimpleſt modu- 
« lations: That they were obliged to ſtick to their old muſick: 
“ That Terpander was fined by the Ephori, for uſing a ſlaing 
more than the law allowed: That an cut off two 


« of 
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pauſe, when the knee is nt its full 'extenfion'($.):: 
During which time the foot is advanced in the air, 
the tot turned out, and rather pointed ' downwards; 


when ſhifr the balance on to the other leg, you 


muſt ſpring forward from the ball of the foot which 

you ſtood on, ſtill adyancing the foot that is foremoſt, 

and ſet it down flat and at once on the ground. 
We have added a plate No. 453, which will give 


a better idea of the ſtep, than any deſcription of ours 


can poſſibly do; this being a mot on extremely 
beautiful and graceful, when. well performed, but 
very difficult to deſcribe. 


III. It will require indeed, ſome time and trouble 


to teach the men to march well in this manner; 
but it is not near ſo hard to attain to, as at firſt 
it appears to be. The chief difficulty is to make 
them. underſtand the nature of the ſtep ; moſt awk - 
ward fellows, eſpecially thoſe who are uſed to fol- 
low the plough, throw the balance of their body 
forward, which - occaſions them to have a ſlouch in 
their gait z and they are apt likewiſe to lift their 
legs too high, and turn up the points of their 


toes, It is therefore neceſſary to take ſome pains 


at firſt, to teach them the ſtep ſingly, or by two 
or three only at a time, without arms; taking t 
care to make them keep the balance of the body 
as far back as | e, (which is done by throwin 

back the ſhoulders, and holding the head up,) ſo 
as to reſt their whole weight on the * wn 


41% 


1 li % o 
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« of nine trings from: n gain, Cithara : That another cut off 
by law.” 
be 


underſtood as intending 


0 


having eight, which was one 
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hindmoſt; and not bring the balance forward, *tif! 
after the leg that is advanced be fully extended, and 
the knee ſtraight. When once you have brought 
them to comprehend the nature of the ſtep, and 
to do it ſingly, the making them perform it by 
ranks will be found very eaſy ; and they will attain 
to an exactneſs and regularity in doing it, much 
ſooner than in the old manner of marching; as the 
little momentary pauſe (which is made juſt at the 
inſtant, the leg is extended, and the balance of the 
body ready to be ſhifted,) gives them a ſort of 
time, which greatly facilitates their doing it all to- 
gether. And this is one of the advantages, which 
this manner of marching has over that which 'was 
formerly practiſed. The others are, that it is in- 
comparably more gracefull and genteel, and that a 
body moves faſter, and gains more ground by it; 
the progreſſive motion being continued, during the 


whole time of the ſtep. 


Iv. The men muſt be taught, that at the word of 
command, March ! they are always to begin and 
ſtep off with the left foot; and, for that reaſon, 
ſhould be told not to bear the chief weight of their 
body on that foot: which ſome are apt to do, and 
ſo loſe the time at the very firſt ſtep, before they 
can ſhift: the balance; but ro keep the balarice 
even between both feet, and, at the word, March! 
ſtep off at once. They muſt, on the other hand, 


be ſtrictly cautioned againſt raiſing up their feet, 


before the word of command to march be thoroughly 
pronounced. n 

V. At the word Halt! they are to ſtop at once, 
bringing their feet up even on à line with one ano 
ther, the heels about four inches aſunder, in the 
poſition before deſcribed in the manual exerciſe, and 


ranks. 
VI. In marching ſtraig 
right, and take care to gchar | 


in diſtinguiſhing CERES 
The: ſhank. er dentin ok 
length af the ſhort ſtep is one foot and a bal, Ger 
it is performed in the time of one ſecand ; that of the 
long or the common ſtep two feet, and is performed 
in the ſame time; the double ſtep is two feet like- 
rfarmed- in half the time, or two. of 


ing, to keep exactly parallel 

that neither flank be more advanced than th 
They muſt like wiſe cover one another — x 

take care to preſerve their diſtances ; neither gaming 

nor loſing ground, but each rank. 

ſame diſtance from the others as at 

The. fame rules are nkewiſe to be 


IX. It is not near ſo difficult to bring 1 
march with great regularity and harmony by ranks, 
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2 it is to make them do it by files. If you takes 
a rank that marches very exactly, and face them to 
the right or left, giving them the word to march; 
you will find that they will neither ſtep off together, 
nor keep their diſtances; but will open from one 
another conſiderably, in marching a ſhort ſpace, 
The reaſon for this is, N cannot «eaſily. 
bring themſlves in that ſituation; to ſtep off all at 
once with the left feet; but each man looks down, 
to ſee when the man before him lifts up his jeg, 
being afraid of hitting him; by which means, they 
loſe the time at firſt, and the error increaſes the 
farther they go, and the more men there are in the 
file. The beſt way, therefore, is to begin, with 
placing four or five men in a file, or one behind the 
other; and ſtrictiy caution them to look up, ob- 
ſerving only one another's heads and ſhoulders; 
taking great care to make them all, at the word, 
March ! lift up their left legs, and ſtep off RE 
It will be difficult to make them do this perfectly; 
however, if they have been, at firſt, well inſtructed 
according to the rules before laid down, you may 
with ſome pains, bring them to it very tolerably 
in a ſhort time; though one may venture to ſay, 
that a body that can march off by the flank, to any 
conſiderable diſtance, > without loſing the ſtep, or 
opening its files, has nearly attained to the | 
poſſible perfection in marching. © 
X. To open the diſtances of the ranks in march - 
ing; if to two paces,” the centre rank muſt obſerve 
the front rank; and when that makes the third pace, 
(or the ſecond with the left leg) off with the 
fame leg along with it: The rear rank is to obſerve 
the centre rank in the ſame manner, and does the 
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It may not be amiſs, at firſt, in order to accuſtom 
the men to obſerve, to make them count the ſteps 
of the rank before them; beginning (when they 
raiſe their left legs,) one; when they raiſe the right, 
two ; when the left again, three; at the ſame time, 
ſtepping off themſelves with their left legs. 

| to open to ſix paces, the centre rank begins 
at the ſeventh pace of the front rank, or the fourth 
time of raiſing the left leg ; the rear rank likewiſe 
begins, when the centre rank makes its ſeventh, 
pace. | 


ART. I. a 
Of the oblique Str. 


I. H E oblique ſtep is to be performed in 

the ſame time and manner, as to the motion. 
of the feet and legs, as that ſtraight forward, (4) 
only that it is made by carrying them obliquely to 
the right or left, the body being kept ſquare to the 
proper front. 

II. If you are to incline to the right, when you. 
ſtep with the left foot, you carry it acroſs, ſetting 
it down even with and before the point of the right 
foot, the left toe pointing to the front; and then 
ſtep obliquely to the right with the right foot, ad- 
vancing it towards the front, and ſetting it down. 
before, apd about fix inches to the right of the point 
of the left foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the 

D | right; 


* 


(4.) The oblique ſtep is likewiſe diſtinguiſhed into the ſhort, the 
long, and the —_ — The * 8 ere 
ſhorter, on account obliquity; not | 
above eighteen inches, © * 
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right; and ſo akernately, moving towards the front 
in a diagonal line, inclining to the right; obſery- 
ing to keep the body and ſhoulders ſquare to your 
proper front. | 
If you are to incline to the left, when you ft 
with the right foot, you carry it' acroſs, ſetting it 
down even with and ' before the point of the left 
foot, the right toe pointing to the front; and then 
ſtep obliquely to the left with the left foot, ad- 
vancing it towards the front, and ſetting it down 
before, and about ſix inches to the left of the point 
of the right foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the 
left; and ſo alternately, moving n the front 
in a diagonal line, 3 to the left; obſerving to 
keep the body and ſhoulders ſquare to your proper 
front. 

III. In marching by the oblique ſtep, in ranks or 
diviſions, particular attention is to be given, that 
they keep parallel to their proper front; and net 


advance on the right flank, when they incline to the 


left; nor on the left, when inclining to the right; 
as they are exceedingly apt to do, and to make as 
it were a half wheel (;.) : to prevent this, the men 
muſt be taught to look to the right, when they in- 
cline to the left; and to the left, when they incline 
to the right; and regulate themſelves by the out- 
fide flank ; obſerving by all means to advance equal- 


ly, and keep even with it. 


IV. The oblique ſtep is of great uſe on many oc- 
caſions, and renders ſeveral of the evolutions much 


more ſimple and eaſy; by it you always preſerve 
Jour 


6 — — * 
— 
— 
„ ä 


— — 


FC) As in plate 46, figure 1 and a, where the rank 4. 6. is ſup- 


poſed to be moving to c. d. by the oblique If particular 
care be not taken, when it comes half-wa , — 2 of being in 
fituation t. 4 


a parallel ſituation, as at 6. J. it will be in 
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your front, and avoid wheelings and other motions, 
that are very dangerous to be attempted, when near 
an enemy; beſides the not loſing any time, as the 
whole body keeps ſtill marching, and advancing 
Ns fda ti ratiſed by our troops, 
V. The hde- as now our » 
is much the 1. the above Z — croſſing the 
feet more, and going directly to the right or left; 
it ſeems to be a conſtrained motion, the body bein 
in a forced twiſt, which is neither eaſy nor ken 
We cannot find that the Pruſſians uſe it, nor the 
French; though they uſe the oblique ſtep (6), of 
which the * yoo the 1 : neither do 
we ive that it is of any ervice ; any evo- 
held, tht require the ddt. les, being wk pies 
eaſily, performed, by facing the men, and march- 
ing them by the flank, as the men muſt be halted 
to perform either; for which reaſon we have omit- 
ted giving any particular directions about it. 


% 


D 2 agg. 


* 3 
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(6.) When we ſay that the French do not uſe the fide-ſlep, 
we mean that it is not in the exerciſe” eſtabliſhed oy_ OY 
1755; though we are ſenſible that Monſieur de belles, in 
ble 1. Miitaires, mentions the Pas de Cote ; which, how- 
ever by his deſcriptionof it, is rather an oblique ſtep. . 
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CHAP. III. 


Rurks and Directions for WRERLINd. 


. Rank that wheels, is to be conſidered as an 


inflexible ſtraight line, moving round upon 

one of its extremities as a centre, and deſcribing a 
portion of a circle. | 

It is evident, that the farther any point in the line 

is from the centre, the greater ſpace it has to run 

over in the ſame time, and conſequently muſt move 

faſter in a certain proportion, than thoſe points which 

are nearer the centre. | 

This is the general principle of all wheeling by 

ſingle ranks ; on which the following rules for per- 


forming it are founded. 


IT. Firſt, the whole rank is to ſtep off at the ſame 
time, and with the ſame feet on the word of com- 
mand, March! being given; and every man is to 
make an equal number of paces, only his paces muſt - 
be longer. or ſhorter in proportion to his diſtance 
from the flank, which ſerves as a centre. In wheeling 
to the right, therefore, each man's paces muſt be 
longer than thoſe of his right-hand man; in wheel- 
ing to the left, they muſt be longer than thoſe of his 
eft 


-hand man. 

2. The man on the flank, which ſerves as a centre, 

is not to ſtir that heel, which is the centre, upon 
which the rank is to turn from the ground. That 
is to ſay, the right heel in wheeling to the right, and 
the left in wheeling to the left. 


For 
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For this reaſon in wheeling to the right, when the 


men ſtep with the left feet, his left foot is to be lifted 


up at the ſame time, and ſet down again even with 


the right; when they ſtep with their right feet, his 


right toe only is to be raiſed, and the heel kept faſt 


on the ground; turning the body a little, ſo as to 
come about even-with the rank (1.). 

In wheeling to the left, the ſame rule is to be ob- 
ſerved ; only that the left heel is then kept faſt; and, 
2 rank lifts the left feet, the left toe is to 
be raiſed. | 2 


3. The whole rank is governed by the flank that 
wheels. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, every 


man ſhould look to the left, and regulate his ſteps 


by thoſe of his left-hand man, in order not to ad- 
vance before, or fall back behind him, but bring 


the rank about even. In the ſame manner, in wheel- 


ing to the left, every man is to look to the right, and 
regulate his ſteps by thoſe of his aich 
man. | ASA 

4. Every man muſt cloſe towards the centre, ſo 
as juſt to touch and feel the man next within him, 
but by no means to croud or preſs him: For par- 
ticular is, to be taken, that men neither open 


he 


„* 1 "TR * _—_— e 
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(1.) It will. be proper to teach this motion firſt of all to each 
man ſeparately, and then make them practiſe it a little, by fix or 
eight, or a whole rank at a time ; each man keeping his right or 
left heel faſt, (according as they are to wheel to the right or 
left,) and all raiſing their toes, and lifting their legs at the ſame 
time, coming about all evenly together, without ftirring from their 
2 this will make every one of them be ready at it, and 

now what they are to do, whenſoever they happen to be on the 


flank that is wheeled 2200 | The weal of codbened is the ame 

To the right (or I,) Wheel! March ! 0, 
Except that at the word, March / they are only to raiſe their legs, 
but not ſtir from their place. | | 


t-hand 
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the rank, by edging away to the outſide from one 


another; nor break it, by crouding in too cloſe to 


the centre. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, you 
are to feel the right-hand man; and, in wheeling to 
the left, the left- hand man. 


Pl. 46. fig. 3. Wheeling to the right or left is deſcribing 4 


and 4. 
Fig. 3- and 4. 


quarter of a circle, (or from 4à to 5.) Wheeling 
to the right or left about is deſcribing a half cir- 


cle, (or from à to c.) 


Fig. 3. and 4. 


Theſe are the general rules for all wheeling 
by ſingle ranks; thoſe for doing it in cloſe order, 
Mall be given afterwards. N 

III. In teaching the men to wheel, it will be right 
to begin with but a few in a rank, as it will be 
eaſier for them to perform it, and any faults may 
be better remarked and corrected; when they are 
tolerably perfect, then add more. 

IV. According as you intend to wheel to the 
right or left, you muſt caution the right and left- 
hand man, to ſtand or wheel; and then give the 
word of command (2.) : 

To the right (or left) Wheel! March! | 
At which the whole rank ſteps off together, with _ 
their left feet, and wheels to the right (or left) a 
quarter of a circle (or from à. to 5.) obſerving 
exactly the directions before given, and taking care 
to move uniformly, and bring the rank about even. 


When they have deſcribed the quarter of the circle, 


you give the word : 
„ 
At 


(2.) Beſides the rules here given for wheeling, the men 
muſt obſerve ftritly thoſe before laid down in Chap. ii. Art. $. 
4- and 5. for — Particularly 1ſt. never to begin the mo- 
tion, till the word of command, March! is fully pronounced. 
2dly. Always to ſtep off at firſt with the left feet; and, 3dly, 


at the word of command, Hal! to bring the feet ſquare and 


even with one another, 
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At which they at once bring their feet ſquare, and 
dreſs their rank, ſtanding quite firm and ſteady, 
v. When the men are tolerably perfect in this, and 
do it regularly; you will give the word: 
To the right (or left) about, Wheel! March! Halt? 
At the word, March! they wheel the half circle 
to the right (or left) about (or from à. to c.) ob- Plate 46. fig. 
ſerving the ſame rules as before; and at the word, 3. and 4 
Halt.! ſtand faſt as before directed (3.). 
VI. The rank may then be told off into diviſions 
of four, ſix, or more men in each, according to 
the number of the whole rank. The right and ſeft- 
hand men of each diviſion muſt be told, you are the 
right, you are the left, of the diviſion: Then, if 
they are to wheel to the right, the right-hand men 
are to be told that they ſtand; the left-hand men, 
that they wheel: If to wheel to the left, then the 
left- hand men are to ſtand, and the right-hand 
men to wheel ; you then give the word : 


To the right, Wheel by divifions ! (or by fours, 
Airs, c. according to the number of men in 
each diviſion) March ! 


At which all the diviſions ſtep off together with their 
— and wheel a quarter of a circle, and then 
lt, | 


3x 


They 


— * 
ä 9 þ | 


— 


2 


(3) By wheeling the half circle, the rank changes its front, and 
is removed either to the right or left of its former ground, by che 
whole extent of its front; as may be ſeen in plate 46. fig. 3. and 4- 
To bring it back to its former front and ground, it muſt be 
apin wheeled abou the ſame way, from c. to 4. which completes | 
2 e. 5 a 
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They will then be formed into as many ranks as 
there are diviſions, each diſtant from the other, the 
extent of its front (4). 

They may then wheel once more to the right, 
which will again form them into a rank entire, 
fronting oppoſite to what they did before (5.). 

VII. After this they ſhould be made to wheel 
by diviſions (or ranks of fours, ſix's, &c.) to the 


right and left about; always forming a rank entire, 


Plate 46. &. 
and A, . 


at the finiſhing of the wheel. For to do this you 


give the word: 


To the right (or left) about, wheel by diviſions ! (or 
by four's, fix s, c.) March! 


At which all the diviſions = off as before, and 
wheel to the right or left a half circle; - taking care 
to move evenly, and to come about, all together in 
the ſame time; keeping exactly on their proper 
ground, without loſing their centre; and falling in, all 


at 


— - 


) It is always cuſtomary to form into ranks, by wheeling to 
4 Fo ; for which reaſon we have repreſented it ſo in x. a 
46. figures 5. and 8. Though in teaching it will be proper to 
accuſtom the men to do it to the left as well as the right. 

(5.) This changes not only the front, but the fituation of the 
diviſions ; that which was on the right, being now on the left ; and 
removes the rank to the right, the extent of the front of one of 
diviſiof; vid. fig. 6. To bring them back to their former fitu- 
ation and front, they muſt be wheeled, either twice to the right, 
or once to the right about. Fig. 6. ſhews the diviſions wheeled 
to the right about. Fig. 7. ſhews the ſame done to the left about. 
If, after having wheeled by diviſions to the right, you wheel them 
again to the left, and form a rank entire, by this you preſerve 

e lame front, but change your ground, being ad to the 
front, by the extent of one diviſion, and as much to the right, 
vid, plate 46. figure 8. : 
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at once, into their places in the rank entire: when 
they are all come about, they ſtill keep moving 
their feet without advancing, and look to the right; 
dreſſing the rank at the ſame time; when they are 
dreſſed, you give the word, : | 
| Halt ! | 
At which they all ſtand faſt as before directed. 
VIII. Wheeling thus by ranks, and then form- 
ing a rank entire, is an excellent method of bring- 
ing the men to wheel with exactneſs; for, if the 
flank men of ms rank, who ſerve as centres, 
ſtir at all out of their proper ground, by nor keep- 
ing faſt the heel they ie Fl an the ranks 23 
wheel clear of one another, nor fall into their places 
in the rank entire. And if the ranks do not come 
about all even, and together, it is immediately per- 
ceived; ſo that, when the men are tolerably per- 
fect in doing this, they will find every thing Uſe in 
wheeling very eaſy to them. 
IX. The next thing to be taught the men is wheel- 
ing on the centre. To do this, you tell the rank 
into two diviſions; and, after having informed the 
men which diviſion they belong to, you give the 
word, | | 
Upon the centre, Wheel to the right! March! 
At the firſt word of command, the diviſion upon 
the right goes to the right about. | 
At the word of command, March! both divi- 
fions wheel to the right, obſerving to move exactly | 
even and together, and keep the whole rank perfect- plate 46. 
ly ſtraight and dreſſed; when they have wheeled the Fig 9. 
quarter of the circle, you give the word. 
| Halt ! Front ! . 
At which the diviſions halt, dreſſing their ranks 4 and 
at the word, Front! the right-hand diviſion comes 


to the right about, 
* | E Upon 
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Fig. 11. 


Plate 46. 
Fig 10. 


Plate 46. 
Fig. 12 


As be 


f 


Rules and Directions for Wheeling. 
Upon the centre, Wheel to the right about | March. 
Halt ! Front ! | 62 
The fame as the former, only deſcribing the half 
circle. | | | 
18 the centre, Wheel to the let! March ] | 
ore; only the diviſion on the left goes to the 
right about. 
| ; Halt ! Front ! Fe 


The left-hand diviſion comes to the right about 
again. | - 45 

Upon the centre, Wheel to the left about ! March | 

Halt ! Front ! | 

As before; only deſcribing the half circle. , 

X. When the men are brought to wheel with 
tolerable regularity ; which, by practiſing theſe me- 
thods, will be in a ſhort time; it will be proper to 
make the ranks march, and wheel ſingly, one af- 
ter another, at open order or ſix paces aſunder; ob- 
ſerving the directions before given, Chap. ii. Art, i. 
§. 8. to. keep the ranks parallel to one another in 


marching; and taking particular care to make each 


rank wheel, exactly on the ſame ground as the rank 
receding it did; coming up ſquare to it, and not 
ginning to wheel, till the flank that is to ſtand, be 
preciſely on the ſame ground that the flank of the 
other was, To make the men do this well, will re+ 
quire a good deal of care and attention; for they, 
are exceſſiwely apt to incline to the outſide, when. they 


ſee tht ranks before them wheel; and begin to wheel; 


long before they come to the proper. place; which, 


has. a very bad effect, and deſtroys. all beauty and;re- 


ed in their pore: ſituations, at à. 6. c. d. e. f g. b. the pricked 


gularity in marching (6.). The. beſt way of teach» 
| : ng 


? * 
— — — — — — 
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(.) See plate 46. figures 13, 14. where the ranks are repreſent- 


lines, 4 4. %. I. ſhewing the places to which the ranks, f 
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ing the men at firſt, is to make all the ranks halt, 
as ſoon as each rank has finiſhed wheeling ; and ſet | 
them 2 acing them in the ſituation they ought | 
to be in. Then again give the word, March! upon | 
which the rank that is to wheel, wheels ; and the 
others advance, and march forward ſix paces ; then 
halt again, and do this every time that a rank 
wheels. By this method, the men will ſoon compre- 
hend what it is they are to do; and, in a few times 
practiſing, will come up ſquare to their ground, and 
wheel regularly after one another, without halting. 
XI. As on certain occaſions, particularly at 2 
review, it is ſometimes neceſſary to march the com- 
panies off by ranks of fours ; it will be proper to teach 
the men this way of marching, and wheeling by 
ſingle; ranks, at open order. It'being alſo the founda- 
tion for marchin * wheeling by diviſions in cloſe 
order; becauſe *% wheelings in in cloſe order, with the 
rear ranks cloſed' to the front, are governed by the 
ſame principles, and are done ay by the ſame 
methods, as thoſe in open order: the front rank, 
(which regulates the two others) obſerving exact!) 
all the rules that have been given for a ſingle rank. 
But, as a ſingle rank may be conſidered as a ſtraight 
inflexible line; - ſo three or more ranks, in cloſe or- 
der, may be conſidered as a ruler or parallelogram' 
A. Bi C. D. E. F. moved round on one of its an- Plat 47 Fig. 
gles C, as a centre; conſequently the points F. H. 
5. muſt deſcribe in wheeling the quarter of the cir- 
CO ITE H. h. D. d. and 
2 tt 1 
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(oh j . * 
b. will get; if 'the officers and ſerjeants on the flanks do not take 


care to make them keep the ranks parallel, and come 
— ua round. It is alſo to be, obſerved here; that all 


CITES t line, and all turnin | 
* gf * 


* 
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Rules and Directions for Wheeling. 
in wheeling the half circle, the ſemicircular -arches 
F. H,, Hh 4. 0.0.4 (3) 4B 26 

For this reaſon, in wheeling to the right the 
rear ranks muſt incline a little to the Jeft, in order 
to coyer and keep in a line with their file-leaders ; 
and, when they wheel to the left, incline a little to 
the right, for the ſame reaſon, The men in the 
rear ranks, are to cloſe ſo as juſt to feel one ano- 
ther; and to cake care to ſtep off at the ſame time 
and in the ſame manner, as the front rank ; but, the 
exactneſs of the whole depending chiefly upon the 
front rank, the principal attention of the rear ranks 
muſt be to cover well, and to keep exactly behind 
their file-leaders in the front rank ; cloſing up well 
to it, and not opening their order; as they will 
be apt to do, eſpecially on the flank that wheels, 
if particular care be not taken to egy 8 

XII. In marching with the ranks at open order, 
if the diviſions be large, and the front conſe- 
quently extended, it is very difficult to wheel with 

regularity by ſingle ranks :* for as the ſpace to be 
gone over by the flank that wheels, is one quarter 

of the circumference of a circle, of which the whole 
rank is radius; it is evident, that the rank which 
follows, will have made ſix paces, (the diſtance 
allowed between the ranks,) long before the other 
that precedes it has finiſhed its wheel; and will be 
obligedato halt, ti l it has done: and likewiſe, that 
the-rank which precedes, will make more than 
ſix paces, before the rank following it can Mater ; 

0 


8 * 
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(7) We have here only repreſented it as moved to the 
right on the centre C. becauſe there can be ho difficulty in 
comprehending the ſame moved to the left on the centre A. 
and the points F. G. B. deſcribing portions of ſmaller circles, 
in the ſame manner as the points F. H. D. in this figure. 


Rules and Diredtions for Wheeling. 
ſo that the proper diſtances between the ranks will 


be loſt; for that reaſon, when the diviſions are 


large, the beſt way, and that which is almoſt 
always practiſed, is to wheel in cloſe order (8.). 
XIII. To teach the men to wheel with the 
ranks in cloſe order, the ſame methods are to be 
purſued, as before directed for wheeling by ſingle 
ranks (9). 6236 
Firſt, to practiſe them in wheeling to the 
and left, and to the right and left about (10. ). 
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right Fig. 2. and 3. 


Then to form them into two or more diviſions; Fig. 4, 5, 6, 7. 


and wheel them by diviſions to the right and left 


about; forming the company. at the finifhing of 
each wheel, as directed in F. vii. of this — 
ter (11.) 

XIV. In wheeling upon the centre in cloſe or- 
der, it muſt be obſerved, that each diviſion is 
to turn upon the man on the flank of the cen- 


tre rank; and that man is to be cautioned not 
to 


— 


— — 


(8.) For the manner of doing this, vide Chap. ii. Art. i. $. 


10. N 
9.) In order to explain the nature of the wheeling in three 
ranks in cloſe order the better, we have in plate 47. given plans 
of all the different wheelings (the methods. of doing which in 
lingle ranks we have already deſcribed,) as done by three 
in cloſe order, which, being perfectly analogous to thoſe in plate 
46, need little farther explanation : We muſt only remark that in 
the wheeling upon the centre in fig. 10. it muſt be obſerved, that 


the rear rank of the left-hand diviſion is the front, and in fig. 11. 


the rear rank of the right-hand diviſion is the front, as they are 
ſuppoſed to have juſt 3 the Wheel, and not yet received the 
to front. 


word of comman | 
(19) Vide No. 4. of this chapter, and plate 47. fig. 2: 
and z. 4 
(11.) Vide, No. 5 of this pter, and plate 47. bg. 4 5, 6, 75 


ws 


38 ' Rules and Directions for Wheeling, 
to ſtir his heel off of the ground, but move raund 
on it; as has been before directed for the front 
rank in F. ii. of this chapter. The two men in the 
centre are to take care to come round together, 
and keep ſhoulder to ſhoulder; the men in the 
centre of the front and rear ranks are likewiſe 
by no means to ſeparate ; therefore, in wheeling on 
the centre to the right, the front ranks ſhould in- 
cline a little to the right; and the rear ranks to 
the left; and contrariwiſe in wheeling to the left, 


The words of command are the ſame a8 before; 
Upon the centre, M heel to the right, 
. March! | 


Upon the firſt of which, the right-hand diviſion 
goes to the right about; and at the ſecond, March! 
both diviſions ſtep off together, and wheel in the 
manner as before directed; only that the rear rank 
of the right-hand diviſion is now become the firſt 
rank, leads. # 


At the words, Halt! Front ! 


The diviſion which faced comes again to the right 
about, and both diviſions dreſs with one ano- 
ther. Ra, wi 

In the ſame manner, they wheel to the right 

about. 

In wheeling to the left, or left about, exactly 
the ſame rules are to be obſerved; only that the 
left-hand diviſion goes to the right about, and its 
rear rank becomes the front. : 

The ſame rules that are given in $. x. of this 
chapter, for marching and wheeling by ſingle ranks, 
hold good with regard to doing it by diviſions or 

f | companies; 


Directions for Marching and Wheeling, &c. 
companies; and the fame care is to be taken to 
make them keep exactly parallel one with the 
other; and come ſquare up to their ground on 
which they are to wheel, and neither incline out- 
wards, nor begin to wheel too ſoon. | 


CHAP. IV. 


DirtEcTIONS for MarxcunHinG and 
WHEBLING by PLATO ONS or 


Divmrs1lONs. 


L FN marching, the men muſt be taught, to aſſume 
themſelves a ſoldier-like air, to hold their heads 


up, look to the right, and, when they paſs by an 
officer, look him boldly in the face; to keep their 


breaſts forward, and their ſhoulders back ; to life 
up their feet, and extend their knees all together 
at the ſame time, their toes being turned out, and 
pointed rather downwards; and ſet their feet down 
firm at once, but without —— to preſerve their 
ranks even, and not to open their flles; to carry their 
arms well, preſſing their piece well againſt their body, 
that it may be ſteady, and not waver; letting their 
right hand hang down by their right-fide, without 


any motion. | 


II. The platoons or diviſions (z.) muſt march a 
moderate pace by the .common ſtep, — 


"I 


' (1) To avoid uſeleſs repetitions of words, we ſhall, in ge- 
neral, only uſe the word Platoon, though the ſame directions maſt 
be underſtood, as ſerving, likewiſe, for ſubdiviſions and diviſions, 
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Directions for Marching and Wheeling, &c. 
than otherwiſe; and the captain that leads the firſt 
platoon or diviſion, ought to be very careful not 
to advance too faſt, which would oblige thoſe in 
the rear to quicken their pace, and even to run in 


order to preſerve their diſtances; which, beſides its 
having a bad effect, would hazard putting them in 


diſorder, and prevent their ſtanding ſteady and 


dreſſing well immediately, upon the word being 
given to halt. | 1 

III. The ranks of a platoon, in marching, muſt 
be at equal diſtances from one another, that is to ſay, 
two paces ; the officers alſo are to keep equal diſ- 
tances between their platoons or diviſions, which are 
not to exceed the extent of their front. 

IV. The officers at the head of platoons muſt ob- 
ſerve to keep at equal diſtances — them, and 
from one another, and carry their fuſees ſteady upon 
their right arms, and frequently look back to the 
right, to ſee how they march. | 272 

V. The officers who lead platoons, or divi- 


2 ſions, muſt march before the centre of them; 


if there be three or more officers at the head, ® 
the ſubalterns on the right and left muſt divide 
the ground equally between the right and leſt 
flank, the captain being in the centre. If there be 
only two officers, they divide the front equally be- 
tween them. The drummers muſt keep oppoſite the 
centre of the platoon; taking care ſtrictly to ob- 
ſerve their proper diſtances from the officers, and 
from the men. N. B. The diſtance between the 
officers and the front rank of the men is four paces; 
between the drummers- and the front rank of the 
men two paces, ” 


VI. The 


— 


- - 
« — 
0 
* 


Direcbions for Marching and Wheeling, Gr. 


VI. The officers are to take care that the right 
flanks of the platoons cover one another exactly, 
obſerving however, in wherling to the left, that 
they are then to cover the left flank of the platoon 
preceding them. | 

VII. The officers ruſt take particular care, when 
their platoons are to wheel, to make them come up 
ſquare to the ground that they are to wheel upon, 
as directed in Chap. iii. 5. the 1oth. 

VIII. When a Krisen comes to the ground K* 
which it is to wheel, the officer commanding it 
gives the word of command, Cloſe up ! upon which 
the front rank-men keep moving their feer only, bur 
the rear ranks cloſe briſkly up to the front; the 
_ then gives the word, To the right (or left) | 
Wheel ! 

Upon which the diviſion wheels, taking care to 
{tep together, and wheel even; as ſoon as it comes 
about, the officer gives the word, Halt ! Dreſs! upon 
which the diviſion. ſtands faſt and dreffes at once. 
The officer then gives the word, March! upon which 
the front rank ſteps off with the left feet together, 
afterwards the centre and rear ranks, taking care 
to open to the diſtance of two paces, as diredted in 


Chap. ii. F. 10. 
the word to che iple- 


IX. When the officer gi 
toon to wheel, if. it is — the three ranks 
muſt immediately look to the left; and when they 
have wheeled, and the word Halt ! is given, ey 
muſt at once look to the · right again. 

X. In all wheelings, the 
the flanks to ſee that the rear ranks 9 dog 
the front; they muſt halt at once with latoon 
and ſtep off with their left feet together wi them. 
The front rank ſteps off with the tha.olficer and the 
rear e the manner already di- 


- 


at e 
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Directions for Marching and Wheeling, Er. 

rected; and take care always that the men march 
even and ſteady, carry their arms well, — open 
to their proper diſtance in marching. 
I be officers in the rear of the platoons 200 wheel 
along with their platoon, taking care ſtill to cover 
the ſame files, and halt at the ſame time, ftep- 
ping off together, as ſoon as the rear rank is got to 
its proper diſtance. 

XI. When a battalion is marching by platodns, 
and has a defile or gate to. pals through, the whole 
muſt cloſe up as cloſe as poſſible ; the firſt platoon 
facing to the right, and marching: through by files, 


. paſſing as quick as poſſible and keeping cloſe, as 


oon as they have got a little diſtance from the — 
file; the officer will then give them the word, Front! 
Wheel to the right! and then they continue their march 
with an even but ſlow: pace, all the other platoons 
obſerving, the ſame direction: but, if the defile! be 


wide enough for half the platcon to paſs, it will be 


better to break them into two diviſions, and match 

through in that manner. The firſt diviſion, after it 

is through, muſt march-very lowly the ſhort ſtep, 

to give the other diviſion time to join it by the 

3 long ſtep, and then both dreſs. and advance 
very ſlowly. 

XII. When a battalion marching by platoons is 
to form ſub-diviſions, the adjutant will caution the 
offigers leading the platoons which way they are to 
incline, whether to the right or left; at the-word, 


Horm ſubdiviſions! they will march by che oblique 


ſtep, forming the ſubdiviſions, in the manner directed 
in Chap. v. Art. iii. $. 4. and 5 

XIII. When the men are to "hab their firelocks in 
marching; upon the word of command or ſignal for 
id being given, the men are to perform the oft mo- 
tion when they with their right foot, the ſecond 
when they ſtep with their left, and the third when they 


ſtep again with their right foot, after which they me 
0 


Directions for the Days of Exerciſe, GC. 
cloſe their files again, and halt a moment; then all ſtep 
off together with their left fert. The fame directions 
muſt be obſerved in coming again to the ſhoulder. 
When the men club, the ſerjeants are to club their 
halberts. | | 


C HAF. V. 


Du rerioss for the Days of Exzxcise, 
by ſingle Comraniss, 


Aar. l O Sizing thi Plewlng tbe Campuay and Rem 
ing it into Ranks at the Place of Aſſembly. 


* 3 ſoon as the ſerjeants have ſeen, that 

| the men are properly dreſſed and accoutred, 
they are to draw them up in a ſingle rank, divided 
into three equal parts or diviſions 1.) 


. 
- 
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pearance ; for reaſon it is pro it ſhould 
$20 little attended to. 1 


Though the general rule is, that the talleſt men ſhould be fi 
the front rank, yet, if a man has a fine perſon, and is w 
made, he ought to be put into the front, in preference to one who 
1 onevdn: i, Bi v0 of Hg hes, Rong Hor 

0 Y» P 822 OP. 
and the loweſt in the centre: this the ſcrjeants may do with 
eaſe, by having a ſize roll of the company; and in a very 
time the men will exactly know their reſpective places in the com+ 


pany, and what rank and file they are to be in; which is an af. 
a 


ir of io ſmall importance, in taſe of being broken and put in 


diſorder, in 6rder to rally and form again. For this reaſon they 


. ought 


great 
ſhore 
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member exactly their poſt in each diviſion (2.) 


Dis ections for the Days of Exerciſe, * 

The talleſt man muſt be placed on the right, the 
next ſize on the left, and the loweſt in the centre 
diviſion. 

1. When the men are thus ſized, they are to be 
told off -into three equal diviſions, telling the right- 
hand man of the right-hand diviſion, that he is the 
right of the ſront rank ; the left-hand man of the 
ſame diviſion, that he is the left of the front rank; 
the right and left-hand men of the centre diviſion, 
that they are the right and left of the centre rank; 
and the right and left-hand men of the diviſion on 
the left, that they are the right and left-hand men 
of the rear rank. | XP 2 

Each rank, likewiſe, is to be told off into two 
equal diviſions, if the number of files be even; if 
not, the advantage muſt be given to the right hand 
diviſion, which is the firſt; and the men in each rank 
that are right and left-hand men of the firſt and ſe- 
cond diviſions are to be told ſo, and cautioned to re- 


111. The 


—_— 
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ought to be cautioned ; always, when drawn up, to take particular 

notice, and remember, not only the rank and file they are in, but 

likewiſe their file-leader, and right and left-hand men in the rank. 
(2 ) We. all along ſuppoſe the companies to be of forty men 


each, according to the preſent eſtabliſhment in Norfolk, makin 


thirteen files, excluſive of the hatchet-man ; and taking up in 
front thirteen paces of two feet each; the firſt, or right haud 
diviſion, 2 of ſeven files ; the ſecond, or left-hand divifio „ 
of ſix. But as the difference is very trifling, and would ſcarce 
2 on ſo ſmall a ſcale, and the companies will not always 
complete under arms; we have in our plans, repreſented both 
diviſions as equal, or of fix files each. 


If the companies were 


- 


much more numerous, they ſhould be divided into four diviſions; 
in which caſe the captain leads the firſt, and the enfign the 
third, the lieutenant bringing up the rear. In general, the rule 
is, that the chief or commanding officer leads the whole, the ſe- 


. by Angle Companies. 


III. The officers will then inſpect and examine 


the men, to ſee that the ſerjeants have done their 


45. 


duty; and that the men are exactly ſized, well, 


dreſſed, and their cloaths, hats, and accoutrements 
clean, and put on in a foldier-like manner; that 


their arms are clean and unloaded, and the locks 


in good order; that the bayonets are bright and 


fix well ; and that their flints, or pieces of wood, 


(which they ought to have on common days of 
exerciſe, inſtead of flints;) are well ſcrewed. and. 


ſaſtened in the cock. When they have ſeen that 


every thing is as it ſhould be, and have corrected 
all faults z they will then. take poſt with ordered fu- 
ſees, at the diſtance of four paces, or eight feet, be- 
fore the front of the men; the captain facing and 
oppoſite to the centre of the front rank, the lieu- 


tenant to that of the rear rank, and the enſign to that 
of the centre rank. . 


Plate 48. 
Figure 1. 


The ſerjeants are to poſt themſelves on the right 


of the front rank, in a line with the men; the drum- 
mers on the right of them, and the hatchet-men 
(if any) to the right of the drummers: The cor- 
porals are to be poſted on the right of the front and 
rear ranks, and the ſix grenadiers are to be poſted, 
two on the right of each rank, compoſing the two 
right-hand files (3. . 

IV. This inſpection being over, the company is 
to be formed into ranks; the right-hand diviſion, as 


we obſerved before, making the front rank, the cen- 
tre 


* — 


cond in command brings up the rear, and the others lead the inter- 
mediate diviſions. Led 4 


The different methods here laid down, for the marching off in | 


two diviſions, will ſerve equally for four or any other number, 
as we ſhall occaſionally explain in the notes. 

6 (3) A company in this fituation is repreſente] in plate 48. 
8. 1. a 
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Plate 48. 
Figure 2. 


Dire&ions for the Days of Exerciſe, 
tre diviſion the centre rank, and the left-hand divi- 
ſron the rear rank; in order to do this, the com- 
manding officer gives the word, the 


To the right | Wheel and form your ranks ! March! 


At the word March, the three ranks ſtep off together 


with their left feet, and wheel to the right; the front 
rank halts, as ſoon as it has finiſhed the wheel ; but 
the centre and rear ranks move forward, and cloſe 
up to the diſtance of fix paces from one another. 
The officers are now to take their poſts in the front, 


the captain in the centre, lieutenant on the right, 


and enſign on the left; one ſerjeant on each flank 
of the * rank, the drummers and hatchet- men 
to the right of the front rank (4). 

V. It will be proper, in forming the ſingle rank at 
firſt, to take care and place it as much as poſſible in 
ſuch a manner as to have room to wheel and form 
the ranks, and to march off by the right to the 
place where the company is to be exerciſed, that be- 
ing the eaſieſt and moſt regular manner of doing it; 
however, as oftentimes the ſituation of the place of 
aſſembly may not allow of it, and there may not 
be room to form the ranks by wheeling; the com- 
pany may be formed into ranks by the command - 


ing officer, giving the word of command. 
Centre und rear ranks, Face to the right! Marth! |; 
| Upon 
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(4.) Plate 48. fig. 2. repreſents a company, thus formed 
wheeling, and the ranks cloſed up to {6x paces diſtance; 
pricked lines a. 6. c. d. ſhewing the places, where the two rear 
Tanks finiſhed their wheel, and from whierice they advanced to their 
proper diſtance. . | 
N. B. At open order, the ranks are to be at fix paces aſundet; 
If at cloſe order, at one pace only, and in marching at two paces, 


by fingla Companies, | 

Upon the firſt of which, the centre and rear ranks 
face to the right; and, at the word March, they 
double behind the front rank, and halt when the 
right-hand men of each rank are even with the right- 
hand men of the front rank; then the officer gives 


the word, 
Halt! Front! 


On which both ranks face to the left, dreſſing their 
ranks, and covering the file-leaders exactly. The 
lieutenant and enſign face with the centre and rear- 
ranks, and, as they double behind the front, march to 
their poſts as before directed in F the 4th. The lieu- 
tenant to the right, and the enſign to the left of the 
front rank. The captain remains in the eentre (3). 


ART, 


= 


_ * n... GI 
tt. th. Mi. 4 * A = a Dd. Att a . MASK c..A. 4 . . * — — ah. vt. Ah. th. Att. Ati ci kt 


(5.) The ranks wilt be then in cloſe order, and, if there is oc- 


caſion, may be then opened forwards or backwards, as ſuits the 


g:ound beſt; to open forwards, the word is to be given, 
Front ranks, Advance to open” order ! March ! | 


At which the front and centre ranks ſtep off er with their 


left feet; the centre rank makes five paces and halts, bringing 
1 
taking care to dreſs immediately. | 
To.daſe them backward, the word of command is, 
Front ranks, to the right about ! March. 


On which the front and centre ranks go to the right about; at 


the word, March ! they ſtep off with theiy left feet, and cloſe back 


the ſame, both ranks 


Plate 48. 
Figure 3. 


to the rear; the centre rank making five, and the front rank making 


ten paces, and halt, bringing their ſeot ſquare. 
The two ranks which cloſed come to the right about, 


To 


. | 2 
ART. II. 23 
Of Marching off the Company to the Plate of Exerciſe. 5 A 
I. E ſhall now give ſeveral methods of marchs . 


iog a company off from the place of a- 7 
ſembly, and of forming it again, when it come 
to its ground at the place of exerciſe; we do not 
retend to ſay that they are all equally eaſy or ue 
I; but as the militia officers and men, will but 
very ſeldom have an opportunity of ſeeing any thing 
of a battalion and its evolutions, and then © 
for a very ſhort ſpace of time; we are willing to 
give them as many different methods of marehi 
and forming, that may be practiſed by a ſingle com- 
pany, as we can. | 


— a 4 8 as 1 A. tn th 


. | | wt | 
y backward, is performed as deſcribed in explanations 
261.6. of the * 


45» Exerciſe, the words of command being ; 
| | A 
. Rear ranks to open order ! x 
| March! Halt! Front! ny 


This manner of forming the ranks is repreſented in plate 48. 

agure 3- the letters a. 6. c. 4. ſhewing the places of the ranks, when 

_ to the front; and c. J. g. +, their places when opened to 
rear. | 


| by fingle Companies. 

For, when the men are once well grounded in 
facing, wheeling, and marching in ſmall bodies; and 
are become attentive to the word of command, ſo 
as to execute it readily, and without heſitation, as 
ſoon as given; whatever is to be done in battalion, 
will be vaſtly eaſy to them; and the officers, by prac- 
tiling with their fingle companies occaſionally, the 
vaiious manners which we have here given, of march- 
ing off, and forming again; will acquire an inſight 
into the nature of the evolutions, ſo as to be able, 
with a very little inſtruction, to comprehend and 
perform all that will be required when the battalion 

is aſſembled; as it will be very little different from 
what they have already practiſed with their particu- 
lar companies. The gentlemen of the regular forces 
mult not laugh at us for this; their being ſo often 
exerciſed in battalion, and having ſo many general 
field-days, give them frequent opportunities of learn- 
ing their duty with great facility ; and they may 
take their ideas at once (if I may uſe the expreſ- 
ſion) from the life and nature whereas. we are 
obliged to do it in miniature, and from ſmall mo- 


dels. 


IT. One of the eaſieſt and beſt manners of march- 
ing a company off to the place of exerciſe, on com- 
mon occaſions where you do not want to parade, e- 
ſpecially if there are gates or other narrow paſſages 
to go through; is to cloſe the rear ranks to the front, 
then face the whole to the right, and march off by 
the flank. The captain is fo march at the head of 
the centre of the firſt file, the enfign on the flank 
of the front rank, and the lieutenant on the rear, Plate 48. 


oppolite to the centre of the laſt file; the drummers Figure 4. 


G _ ouſt 


/ 
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| Juſt behind the captain, and the ſerjeants before the 
right and left of the firſt file (6). 


III. But in general a company ſhould be marched 
off in two divilions. The right-hand diviſion being 
the firſt, led by the captain, the ſecond by the en- 
Gen, and the lieutenant bringing up the rear; the 
ſerjeants are to be, the firſt, on the right of the front 
rank 'of the firſt diviſion, the other, on the left of 
the front rank of the ſecond diviſion ; the drum- 
mers are to fall in between the front rank of the firſt 
divifion, and the captain that leads it ; who is to be 
advanced four paces before the front of his diviſion / 
and the hatchet-man twelve paces before him, with 
his firelock on his right-arm. The officers may ei- 
ther carry their fuſees on the right-arm, or in the 
right-hand, as they chuſe it, till they come to the 
ground on which they are to form ; and then they 
mult carry their fuſees on their right-arm. 


IV. If the company is to march off to the right; 
after having cloſed the rear ranks to the front, the 
commanding officer gives the word, 


— 2 J0o the right, Wheel by divifions | March! 


3 


a 8 — —— — — — 1 n nd. 
— 5 
. 


6. In doing this care muſt be taken to make the men ſtep of 
With their left feet all together at once, and not open their files to 
above one pace diſtance; obſerving the rules given in Chap. ii. 5 9 

If there be any turnings, they wheel by files, following one do- 
ther as cloſe as poſſible. Vid. plate 48. figure 4, 


by Angle Companies. 
At which both diviſions wheel at the ſame time to 
the right, and march off; opening their ranks in 


marching, as directed in Chap. ii. $. 10. (J. ). 


V. If it is to march to the left; the firſt diviſionPlate 48. 
marches forward a few paces, and wheels to the Figure 6. 


left; the ſecond, as ſoon as the firſt has finiſhed its 


wheel, and is oppoſite to its right flank, begins to- 


march forward; and, when the firſt is paſt its leit 
flank, wheels after and follows it (8). 


VI. If the company is to march ſtraight for- Plate 48. 
ward to the front; one method is, when the officer Figure 7. 


that leads the firſt, or right-hand diviſion, gives the 
word March ! for the officer commanding; the ſe- 
cond diviſion to give the word, 


I heel to the right! 


At which the ſecond diviſion wheels to the right; as 
ſoon as it has finiſhed the wheel, the officer again 


gives the word, I beel to the left and wheels to the 


G 2 left, 


— 


(7.) Vide plate 48. figure 5. where the two diviſions are re- 

preſented, as having both wheeled together to the right, from 4. 
to b. and from c. to 4. 
(.) Vide plate 48. figure 6. the firſt diviſion is repreſented, as 
having w from. a. to b. and marched on paſt the front of the 
ſecond diviſion, which is advanced to e. c. and ready to wheel 
from c. to J. 8 

N. B. Each particular officer commanding a diviſion is to ob- 
ſerve, and give the 
halt, and wheel at the proper times, as directed by theſe expla- 
nations. 


proper words of command to it, to march, 
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| Plate 48. 
| Figure 9. 


Directions for the Days of Exerciſe, 
left, which brings it directly on the ground of the 
firſt diviſion (9.). | 


VII. When there are many diviſions, this laſt is 
the propereſt, and moſt regular method ; where 
there are only two, when the officer. that leads the 
firſt diviſion, gives the word, March! the officer 
commanding the ſecond may order it to face to the 
right; and, as ſoon as the rear rank of the firſt divi- 
ſion is got paſt the front rank of the ſecond, he 
gives the word March! upon which the ſecond di- 
viſion marches by the flank, till it comes exactly 
upon the ground on which the other ſtood ; then he 
gives the words, 


Halt! Front ! March! 


At the firſt of which the diviſion. halts; at the 
ſecond it faces to the left; and at the word, March! 
follows the firſt diviſion (10. ), 


VIII. The ſecond: diviſion may follow the firſt” 
by the oblique ſtep; when the firſt diviſion has: 


made three paces, the officer commanding the ſe- 


cond gives the word, 


Incline to the right ! March ! 


P+ Upon 


——ä— 


2 Vide plate 48. figure 7. where the ſecond diviſion has finiſh- 
ed the wheel to the right, from a. to 56. and is ready to wheel to 
the left, from c. to 4. to follow the firſt divifion, which is marched 


— Vide plate 48. figure 8. 


Ey fingle Companies. | 
Upon which it follows, marching by the oblique 
ſtep to the right, till it covers the firſt diviſton ; 


and then marches forward after it (11.). 


ART. II. 


Of Forming the Company and Drawing it up on the 
| Place of Exerciſe. | 


I. HEN a company wheels in order to form, 
ground where he intends to halt, he faces to his di- 
viſion, and gives the word Halt! At which the 
| | drum» 


(11.) Vide plate 48. figure 9: where the ſecond diviſion has 
followed, by the oblique ſtep, from a. 6. to c. d. till it covers the 
firſt, 


The directions, here given for marching in two diviſions, will 


ſerve equally for any number, and conſequently ſhow the manner 


of marching off a whole battalion by diviſions or companies. If 


there are more than two diviſions, and they are to march to the 


right; all the diviſions wheel at the ſame time to the right; if to 


the left; each divifion marches forward, when that diviſion which 


was on its right has finiſhed its wheel; and wheels after it to the 


left, as ſoon as it has paſſed its front, 
If they are to march ſtraight forward, and there are more than 


two diviſions ; all maſt wheel to the right, except the right-hand : 


one, which marches ſtraight forward; and, as each diviſion wheels 
to the leſt, the others foll; 


_ likewiſe to the left after it, covering the diviſions . before + 
em. 
As the marching of the companies by ranks of fours is ſome-- | 
times practiſed at a review, we ſhall juſt mention 9 

| ing. 


as ſoon as the captain comes upon the 


ow up in ſucceſſion to its ground; and 
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drummers advance to the front ten paces, beating 
the troop, and take poſt oppoſite to the centre of the 
company. The hatchet-man does the ſame, only 
two paces more advanced than the drummers; and 
they come to the right about together, facing the 
men. The lieutenant and enſign when they come up 
take poſt, the lieutenant on the right, the enſign to 
the left, four paces advanced before the front, and 
face the men; the captain poſts himſelf before the 
centre. When the captain has ſeen that the men 
dreſs well, and the files cover as they ſhould do; he 
gives a ſignal to the other officers, and they all go 
ro the right about together; the drummers then 
ceaſe beating. 


II. To 


— — 


doing it. The ranks being at open order, all the three ranks 
wheel together to the right by fours; then the right-hand four 
of the front rank of the company on the right, wheel to the left, 
and march forward : the whole front rank following up by ranks 
of four; wheeling to the left upon the ſame ground, and march- 
ing forward likewiſe after the firſt. When the laſt four of the 
front rank wheel to the left, the right-hand four of the centre 
rank do the ſame, and that rank marches off in the ſame manner 
as the front rank did. The right-hand four of the tear rank 
wheel with the laſt of the ceotre rank, and that rank marches off 
as the centre rank did. After that, the right- band company 
advapces on to the ground of the firſt, and marches off exactiy 
in the ſame manner as that did; the front rank firſt, then 
the centre rank, and then the rearzrank. The other. companies 
follow ſucceſſively, till they are all marched off. When they 
come round to the left of the ground that they were upon at firſt, 
the front rank of each company wheels to the left, and marches 


along the ground where the front rank ſtood; the centre and rear 


Tanks paſs the front rank, and do the. ſame, on that where the 
centre and rear ranks ſtood; when the right-hand company comes 
upon the ground where it ſtood before, it halts, and each com- 
pany does the ſame upon its own ground, then they wheel to the 
left by fours, which fronts them exactly as they were at firſt. 


\ 


0 by ſingle Companies. 55 


II. To form a company upon its ground, either 
for review-or exerciſe, it muſt be conſidered, whe- 
ther it comes on to it from the right, left, or rear; 
if it comes from the left, as ſoon as the firſt diviſion 
comes within the breadth of its front of the rightPlate 49. 
of the ground that they are to form upon, both di-Figure 10. 
viſions wheel to the left, at the ſame time; and, 
having finiſhed their wheel, halt together, dreſſin 
their front even with one another (12.). | 


III. When a company comes to its ground from plate 49. 
the right, the firſt diviſion wheels to the right, and, Figure 11+ 
advancing ſix or eight paces to the front, halts on its 

ound; the ſecond diviſion, as ſoon as it has paſſed 
behind the rear of the firſt, and is even with its 
left-hand file, wheels to the left, and joins the left 
flank of the firſt, dreſſing its ranks with it. The 
officers, drummers, &c. poſt themſelves as in the 
former explanation (13.). | 

| | 4, Ay. 


* — A. . 1 _—— ” A. 


TE 

(12.) Vide plate 49. figure 2. in which both diviſions are re- 
preſented as actually upon the wheel, from 4. to 6. and c. to 4. 
from wherce-they advance, and dreſs with * another at e. / 
This ſherys alſo, that the ſecond diviſion muſt ſlacken its motion 
-_ wheeling, fo as not to interfere with the rear rank of the 


13.) This is repreſented in late 49. figure 11. The firſt 
abe after „ Go 4. 2 3. advances to /. g. to 
ive the ſecond, which follows it, room to paſs by its rear. As: 
| as the front rank of that diviſion is even with the left flank 
of the firſt, it wheels from c. to d. and advances to e. / . 
its ranks with the firſt ; in che plan the ſecond diviſion has fini 
the wheel, and the firſt js repreſented as juſt about to halt; the 
drummers not being yet advanced, and the captain ſtill at the 
head of the diviſion. 8 
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Plate 49. 
Figure 12. 


Plate 49. 
Figure 13. 


Plate 49. 
Figure 14. 


Plate 49. 
Figure 15. 


with the firſt diviſion ; the officers and drummers are repreſen 


Diredi ons for the Days of Exerciſe, 


| IV. A company that comes directly up from the 


rear, may be formed by the oblique ſtep: the ſecond 
diviſion inclining to the left, after the firſt has halted, 
till the right flank of the ſecond is even with the 
left of the firſt; and then marching ſtraight for- 
ward (14.). | 


V. The firſt diviſion may likewiſe, in marching, 
incline to the right by the oblique ſtep ; while the 
ſecond inclines to the left, till the left flank of the 
firſt is clear of the right flank of the ſecond diviſjon 
and then they both march ſtraight forward : the firſt 
diviſion making ſhort ſteps, and the ſecond making 
long ſteps, in order to come up and dreſs with the 


firſt (15.). 


VI. It may likewiſe be done by the ſecond divi- | 
ſion wheeling to the left, and again to the right, 
and then marching up to dreſs even with. the front 


of the firſt diviſion (16.) 


VII. When a company is thus formed, the rear 
ranks are to take their diſtance of ſix paces, as di- 
reed 


(14) Vide plate 49. figure 12. when the firſt diviſion halts at 4. 
b. 60 e 7 then advances to 4. 4. _— 


as not =. — _ their poſts. a Ok 
(15.) The dotted lines at 8. plate 49. figure 13. repreſent 

of the firſt diviſion when they bach bs to incline to the right and 

left; and thoſe at 6, that of the ſecond; the pricked f 


nes at 


98 the ground they are to come up to, and where the 
 (16.) Plate 49. 
kon from a. to f. 


viſion is * — to be halted. _. 
gure 14. ſhows the two wheels of the ſecond divi- 
and from c. to 4. The very ſame 9 


UL 


by. fingle Companies. yg 
rected in explanation xliv. of the Manual; the ſer- 0 
jeants fall back into the rear, at four paces diſtance 
behind the men; the drummers advance ten paces 
to the front, and face to the right about to the com- 
pany. The hatchet-man poſts himſelf two paces 
beyond the drummers, and likewiſe comes to the 
right about facing the company. Ane 


VIII. The captain then faces to the right about, plate 49. 
and advances twelve paces to the front, and comes Figure 16. 
again to the right about. The drummers are then 
poſted on his right. The lieutenant and enſign, 
when the captain advances, fall in on the flanks of 
the front 8 f the lieutenant to the right, and en- 
ſign to the left; the ſerjeants come up to the right 
and left flanks of the rear rank. 


IX. In this ſituation, the captain, or command - Plate 49. 
ing officer, will make them go through the Manual Figure 17. 
Exerciſe, and ſuch parts of the firings as he ſhall 
think proper (17); after which he will practiſe them in 
marching, both ſtraight forward, 'and by the oblique 
ſtep; and likewiſe in wheeling; and in the various 
methods of marching off, and forming by diviſions, 


% 


Paas Ibu h r oats hon Ao tell 


. 
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ſerve for ſorming any number of diviſions into companies or battalions. 
If they come from the left, they all wheel at once to the left, as ſoon as 
they are all come upon their pro ound ; which is, when the 
firſt divifion is within the bread its front, from the right of 
the ground it is to form upon. If they come from the right, the 
| firſt diviſion wheels to the right and advances; the reſt follow. | 
ing ſucceſſively, and doing the ſame, as in AW. ii. $. 3. of this 
Chapter. If from the rear, they may form by the methods di- 
rected in F. 4, 5, 6. as ſhall be found moſt convenient. 

(17.) When the rear ranks cloſe to the front, in order to per- 
form the firings, the officers and ſetjeants are to keep their poſts 
as before: and the ſerjeants cloſe up with the rear rank, as in 


plate 49. figure 17. 


——— — 


Diredlions for the Days of Exerciſe, 
as before directed; and, when ney have done as 
much of theſe things as ſhall be ſufficient, he will 
march-them back to the place of aſſembly, in the 
ſame manner as they marched from thence, and 
draw them up there. He then will give the words 
of command to open their ranks, and order their 
firelocks; and the officers will again inſpect the 
arms and accoutrements, to ſee if they are clean 
and in order; and cauſe the ſerjeants to take an ac- 
count of what is broken or amiſs, and give ſuch 
other orders as ſhall be neceſſary; after which he 
will command them to reſt, ſhoulder, and club their 
firelocks; and then give the word, To the right about | 
and diſmiſs them with the ruffle of a drum. (18.) 


* ——_—. 
—_ _ — * —— — 
—— — — oo 


( 18.) If the men are to lodge their arms in a houſe, church, 
or other place, that they can conveniently march into, the of- 
ficers may make them reſt their firelocks, and then give the word, 


Face to the right ! 


and ſo make each rank file off with recovered arms fingly from 


the right, the centre rank following as foon as the front rank has 
— and then the rear rank, the drum beating the 
p. 


— 


by fingle Companies. 
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HERE has lately been communicated to us a method 

of _ and forming a Company, which appears to 
us ſo eaſy, and at the ſame time fo regular and elegant, 
that we cannot forbear giving it here, though out of its 
proper place, and recommending the practice of it. The 
author of it we are affured is an able and experienced officer 
of the army, whoſe name we have not the pleaſure of 


knowing; it is as follows: Having an exact fize-roll of 


your 'company, you begin with the loweſt man, placing 


him in the centre, the next taller on the left, the next 
above him on the right, and fo on alternately, forming a 
rank entire, till the of all are on the flanks ; you 
then tell off the rank into ſix diviſions, telling the diviſion 


on the right, and that on the left, that they are the front 


rank ; the two diviſions from the right and left nearer the 


centre, that they are the rear rank; and the two diviſions - 
in the centre, that they are the centre rank. You then 


give the words, 
Form your ranks, March ! Halt! 


At the word, March, the two diviſions on the flanks, - 
and the two centre diviſions, all ſtep off together with 
their left feet, the flank diviſions making twelve paces, - 
and the centre diviſions fix; and halt when they have 
made their number of paces, bringing their feet up. ſquare. - 


You then give the word, 
To the right and left, March l 


pon which the two diviſions of the front rank, and thoſe ' 


o the rear rank, face dl on the right in ibs Jeſt, and | 
. oe 
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thoſe on the left to the right, and at the word, March, 


ſtep off together, and march till they join the centre at à. 
and b. as ſoon as you have done this, you give the word, 


Halt Front 


Upon vhich they all face to the right and left, to their pro- 
per front. 

The company is by this means at once formed into 
three ranks, the firſt rank being compoſed of the talleſt 
men, the rear rank of thoſe next in ſize, and the centre 
of the loweſt ; and each of thoſe ranks ſized from the right 
and left, | | 

This method may be varied either by cauſing the two 
diviſions of the centre rank to ſtand, and the two of the 
rear rank to go to the right about, When the front rank. 
diviſions advance, and then face to the right and left, join ; 
or the two centre ranks and rear rank diviſions to fall back 
and the front rank ſtand. But that muſt be determined * 
the nature of the ground and ſituation. | 


| Abi Ion to Note iſt, Page 19. 


PEE 
1 
| 


INCE the printingaff of this, we have had the pleg- , 


ſure bf ſeeing the 67th and 72d regiments of foot®, 
march, and perform their evolutions, with the great- 
eſt order and re ty, to the ſound of the fiſe; 
keeping the exact time and cadence : and we 
have likewiſe found upon trial, that our militia men 
may be ht to do it, with much leſb diffi- 
Tha aſſect of 


very 
and experience ſeems fully to confirm Marſha|-Saxe's 
opinion; who aſſerts, that it is the beſt and indeed the 
uy method 2 — 17 _ well; and 
3 | ſpeciiliy of ny conſid 

ble depth,) move all ; and advance faſter or 
ſlower as may be requi in a regular uni 
manner, without opaning its ranks, or falling into 
diſorder. OPT een a 1 

PaxT II. i 1 N 4 As- 


1 


8 
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* General Wolfe's and the Dulce of Richmond's 
0 
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marching the time is a little more marked; whereas in 


and advanced forward, but is brought back agai 


ADDITION to Note zd. Page 21. 


RHAPS we ſhall explain ourſelves better,. by 
Pages that the eſſential point in the performance 
this ſtep, is the carrying the foot conſtantly for- 
ward, with an eaſy motion, and near the ground, ſo 
as always to advance; which indeed is juſt what every 
man does in his natural way of walking; only in 


the old method of marching, the foot is lifted up high 


and ſet down on the ground very near the other; 
which is not only ſtiff and unnatural to the higheſt 
degree, but a loſs of time and motion. In the way 
in which the two regiments before mentioned 


perform it, it appears no other than an eaſy, genteel 


manner of walking in cadence; but we mult obſerve 
that they remit a little of the exactneſs of the Pruſſians, 


| (who perfatm it juſt. as we have deſcribed) and. do 


not keep the knee fo ſtraight, - nor the ballance of 
the — 4 ſo far back, nor mark the time ſo ſtrongly 
as they do: which certginly takes off that appearance 
of ſtiffneſs and dancing, which ſome have objected to 
the Pruſſian ſtep ; though we muſt think without rea- 
=_ 2 that when well executed gg [Re graceful 
and m appearance imaginable ; but they pro- 
ceed on et Rn printer begin to teach * 
young recruits in the manner that we have here di- 
| „till they have got the true ballance of the 
body, and time of the ſtep; and then they eaſily 


make them loſe that air of ſtiffneſs and con- 


ſtraint which neceſſarily attends all firſt attempts at any 
exerciſe. | A 
Ad- 


ADDITION, to Chap. 2d. Art, ad. 5, VI. 
52 Page 27. u 08. . 
ns ; 1 ei 30-Digcodt \ 4a Þ! 7} 
HERE is another method which we have ſeen 
practiſed by the 67th and 72d regiments, which 
has a moſt excellent effect; and that is the accuſtomi 
the men to turn to the right or left, or to the right and 
left about, in marching, without halting, or loſing the 
ſtep. This is done by each man turning ſingly; in two 
ſteps, if only to the right or left, ſtepping off for- 
ward at the third; and in four, if to the right or 
left about, ſtepping off at the fifth: they muſt ob- 
ſerve not to advance inthe. leaſt in turning: 8 
turn each man preciſely upon his own ground, 
to keep the time of the ſtep exactly. This method 
greatly facilitates and abridges the performance of 
many of the evolutions; Which by this means are ex- 
ecuted without halting the men in order to face them 
and conſequently cauſes the evolutions to be performed 
much quicker, and with more agcuracy ;- as the men 
conſtantly keep a uniform and regular ſtep. This alſo 
we have endeavoured to teach our militia men, and 
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find that we ſucceed-'int & beyon our ations, 
and that they learn 8 5 ty. 4 
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ER kalt here maſt be del bassi; 
juſt chat the men may recover the ſtep; 
and 1 word March ! ſhould be given, almoſt i in the 
ſame breath with thoſe of Halt i Dreſs . the i 

the officer ſees that the men are d and ready 
to ſtep off with the left feet. When they march ſo 
well 1 not to loſe the ſtep in wheeling, theſe words 
of command may be omitted ; and Fon Id always 


be given in rather a low voice; ſo as to be heard 
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